
YEOVIL WITHOUT PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING OF YEOVIL WITHOUT PARISH COUNCIL, held on Tuesday 16th December 2008 in the Refectory Block, Bucklers Mead Community School, St Johns Road, Yeovil commencing at 7:00pm.

Members are reminded that the Council has general duty to consider the following matters in the exercise of any of its functions: Equal Opportunities (race, gender, sexual orientation, marital status and any disability) Crime & Disorder, Health & Safety and Human Rights.

OPEN SESSION

FOR YEOVIL WITHOUT PARISHONERS ONLY

2 Brethren 

Opportunity for any comments from Police, District and County Councillors. 
PCSO Bowditch raised the issue of lights in Birchfield Park, this had been discussed at the recent Area South meeting and the number of lights working is unclear. A Youth Shelter may benefit that area.

Mr Lock informed the PCSO that a number of beer bottles and cans had been thrown in the hedge at Yeovil Marsh; also an incident of fly tipping at Stone Lane, had been reported and subsequently cleared. 
District Councillor Roake commented on the Yeovil Sports Zone meeting which had to be abandoned due to the number of members of public wishing to attend.  A larger venue was being looked at, and the meeting is due to be rescheduled. 
279.  PRESENT:

Mrs Strong in the Chair, Mr Hill  Mrs Bartlett, Mrs Botham, Mr Brassington, Mrs Kendall, Mr Kingdon, Mr Lock,
Mr Wilding.
To receive any apologies for absence and to consider acceptance of the reasons

Mr Bailes – Work commitments, Mr & Mrs Bugler – Unwell, Mr Brown – Personal 

Apologies - County Councillor Mrs Hunt, County Councillor Gubbins
Not Present

Mr Snell, Mr Wood
280.  Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 18th November  08 which had been circulated to members in draft form.  All members were issued with a new financial sheet due to an error on the previously circulated sheet.  With the addition of the amendment the minutes were taken as read, confirmed and signed.
281. Declaration of Interest

	Reference
	Councillor
	Type

	Allotments –  285a
	Mr. Kingdon
	Personal & Prejudicial

	Allotments –  285a 
	Mr. Lock
	Personal & Prejudicial


Chairman’s Remarks:

The Chairman explained the Selection of Interim Parish Members nomination form that all the members had received. Lighting in Birchfield Park had been discussed in Area South and number of lights not working and funding for replacement/new lights was under discussion.  Lack of medical provision at East of Lyde Road Key Site was still a concern and a letter had been written to Primary Care.
282.  NEW PLANNING APPLICATIONS FOR CONSIDERATION:
	Application No
	Proposal
	Location
	Comments

	i
	08/04785/REM
	Residential development of 119 units, landscaping, open space, infrastructure and all other associated works
	Key Site Lyde Road Yeovil Somerset
BA21 5HR
	The Councillors have made the following observations:-
  Concern over the width of the main service road around the site.  Bearing in mind limitation for parking, number of cars per household, many garages used for storage, will cause street parking.  Access will be required for large vehicles (waste collection vehicles, coaches to the school etc); the width of the road along with parked vehicles may have a detrimental effect on flow of traffic.  There is no community services or health facilities envisaged.  The small play areas (LEAP) there is no evidence of play equipment provision.  The development is in 3 phases, we would like to know an overall vision will be considered for the site. Concern for child safety with drainage ponds near houses.

	ii
	08/04906/FUL
	The erection of a front porch (Retrospective application)
	26 Redwood Road Yeovil Somerset BA21 5XE
	No Objection


PLANNING APPLICATIONS CONSIDERED (UNDER STANDING ORDER NO. 76(2)) PRIOR TO MEETING TO COMPLY

WITH PLANNING OFFICE DEADLINES:  None
PLANNING APPLICATIONS NOTIFIED BUT NOT YET RECEIVED BY PARISH COUNCIL - And to consider any application received since the preparation of the Agenda on which comments are required before the next meeting. None
283.  PLANNING DECISIONS:

	Application No
	Proposal
	Location
	Decision
	Yeovil Without Comments

	i
	08/03969/FUL
	Demolition of existing garage and erection of two storey extension, single storey porch and utility room, extension with study in roof, alterations to existing vehicular access and forecourt parking area and erection of storage shed 
	22 Coniston Gardens, Yeovil, Somerset 

BA21 3DR
	Granted
	No objection

	ii
	08/02509/FUL
	Demolition of existing building and enclosed yard and the erection of a barn for storage and maintenance of agricultural machinery
	Land Os 0078 Part Ilchester Road Yeovil Somerset BA21 3QZ
	Application Withdrawn
	No objection


iii.  Mr Lock voiced concern regarding the Parish Councils response to application No 08/03241 for the use of land off A37 Yeovil Marsh.  The Chairman repeated the Councils’ concern of the dangerous exit on to the A37. 
284.   PLANNING CORRESPONDENCE – None 
285.   MATTERS ARISING:

a.   Allotments – Mr. Kingdon & Mr. Lock declared a personal and prejudicial interest but did not leave the room as the matters did not warrant this.  Fruit Bushes Plot 13b – It was RESOLVED that permission be given to Mr. Kean to plant fruit bushes on Plot 13b.  

Current Works - The Clerk reported that the new perimeter fence had been completed and plot 6 had been cleared. 3 allotment holders had shown an interest in having their plots rotavated, the Clerk will follow this up in late January.
Notice Plot 5b – Plot 5 is currently a whole plot, notice was served on 24th November 08 for the back half of the plot to be relinquished due to lack of cultivation.  Plot 5 holders had been invited to attend the meeting. The plot holders contacted the Clerk and informed her they would not be attending and whilst reluctant to relinquish understood why this needed to happen.  RESOLVED plot 5b available to re-let in Jan 09.

Notice Plot 6b – Plot 6 is currently a whole plot, notice was served on 24th November 08 for the back half of the plot to be relinquished due to lack of cultivation.  Plot 6 holders had been invited to attend the meeting but due to previous engagement unable to attend, they had expressed that they did not wish to relinquish the back half of the Plot and they felt the plot had not be let in a cultivatable state and now cleared wish to cultivate it.  They requested an adjournment so they could attend next month.  The councilors discussed this in detail.  It was RESOLVED that they could continue with a whole plot until the end of June, this gives them the opportunity to prove that they are cultivating the whole plot. A review of the plot will take place in July 09.  Notice served will be withdrawn.
Thank you card Plot 7 - NOTED
b.
Newsletter - Everyone confirmed that they had received a newsletter and feedback Councillors had received was good - NOTED 
c.   Matters received by the Clerk since the publication of the Agenda
i.    Annual Parish Rights of Way Survey to be returned by End of Jan. – RESOLVED Clerk to contact Ramblers association for any assistance/comments.

286.  Freedom of Information Act – New Model Publication Scheme – RESOLVED to formally adopt in its entirety the ICO Model Publication Scheme.  A copy of the completed information sheet will be posted on the Parish Council Website.
287.   CORRESPONDENCE:
a. InterRoute – A303 Willoughby Hedge to Mere Public information Events – extensive carriageway reconstruction 6km of the A303, commencing east of Mere and finishing at the A303 junction with the B3089- commencing Monday 9th Feb 09 for approx 12 weeks. - NOTED
b.
HBOS General Meeting 12th Dec 08 – Voting Form - NOTED
c.   Dispersal Order - 4th – Dec 08 – 1st Mar 09 Roads included St Johns, Northbrook Road, Birchfield Road, Blenheim Road, Chatsworth Road, Netherton Road and Monmouth Road. - NOTED
d.   Refuse and recycling collection Christmas & New Year – All Councillors had received details and notices placed on Noticeboards - NOTED
2 Bretheren and Mr. Roake left at 8:15pm
288.   FINANCIAL MATTERS:
a.   Receipts and payments December 2008
	Balance Nov 08
	 
	 
	 
	Reserve Fund Allocation
	 

	General Fund
	 
	 
	 
	Crematorium Fund
	 £    38,500.00 

	Nat West Current Account
	 £          500.00 
	 
	 
	Play Area refurbishment/replacement
	 £    35,300.00 

	Nat West Business Reserve
	 £       2,445.29 
	 
	 
	Fiveways 2009/2010 (if required)
	 £    10,000.00 

	Nat West Bonus Saver
	 £     35,164.95 
	 
	 
	Quality Parish Training
	 £      1,000.00 

	Total General Fund
	 £   38,110.24 
	 
	 
	Elections
	 £      1,000.00 

	Reserve Fund
	 
	 
	 
	Newsletter
	 £      2,000.00 

	Nat West Corporate Bond (08/08)
	 £     40,000.00 
	 
	 
	Total money required in reserve
	 £  87,800.00 

	Co-op High Interest Bond (12/07)
	 £     11,364.26 
	 
	 
	Total money in reserve fund 12/08
	 £    86,946.68 

	Co-op High Interest Bond (11/08)
	 £     35,000.00 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Total Reserve Fund
	 £   86,364.26 
	 
	 
	Difference
	 £         853.32 

	All Bonds invested for 12 month period, start date in ( )
	 
	Halifax Shares at 28.5.99 -  1,092 -  20p Shares (Nominal Value)

	Total Funds
	 £ 124,474.50 
	 
	 (plus 28 @ 25p shares in lieu of dividend payment Oct 08)

	Yeovil Without Parish Council Receipts and Payments Transactions General Fund - 16th Dec 2008

	General Fund Bal c/f from 28/10/08
	 £   38,110.24 
	
	 
	
	

	Receipts 
	
	 A/C 
	No.
	Payments
	

	Interest Co-operative Bond
	 £          582.42 
	Co-Bond
	1595
	SSC - Meeting Room
	 £          27.00 

	SSDC Crematorium Rent
	 £       7,150.00 
	Reserve
	1596
	Viking Direct
	 £         175.85 

	Mrs Jones - Allotment Plot 4a
	 £           10.00 
	Reserve
	1597
	Mail & Print 
	 £         956.30 

	
	
	
	1598
	BT Payment Services Ltd
	 £          98.88 

	
	
	
	1599
	Clerks Emoluments
	 £         959.24 

	
	
	
	1600
	PAYE
	 £         361.58 

	
	
	
	 
	
	

	Total Receipts Nov 08
	 £     7,742.42 
	
	Total Payments from general fund
	 £    2,578.85 

	
	
	
	 
	General Account Totals +  deposits - payments

	
	
	
	 
	Current Account
	 £         500.00 

	Transfers 
	
	
	 
	Business Reserve
	 £      7,026.44 

	Transfer Amount
	
	
	 
	Nat West Bonus Saver
	 £    35,164.95 

	
	
	
	 
	General Fund Total
	 £  42,691.39 

	Account Balances after transfer & deposits
	
	 
	
	

	Current Account
	 £          500.00 
	
	 
	Balance check 
	

	Business Reserve
	 £       9,605.29 
	
	 
	General Fund Balance
	 £    42,691.39 

	Nat West Bonus Saver
	 £     35,164.95 
	
	 
	Payments (£35,000 deposited Co-op Bond)
	 £      2,578.85 

	General Fund Total
	 £   45,270.24 
	
	 
	
	 £  45,270.24 

	Co-op Bond 12/08
	 £     11,946.68 
	
	 
	
	

	
	
	
	Yeovil Without Parish Council Funds Balance  Nov 08

	Reserve Fund
	 
	
	General Fund
	 

	Nat West Corporate Bond (08/08)
	 £    40,000.00 
	
	Nat West Current Account
	 £         500.00 

	Co-op High Interest Bond (12/08)
	 £    11,946.68 
	
	Nat West Business Reserve
	 £      7,026.44 

	Co-op High Interest Bond (11/08)
	 £    35,000.00 
	
	Nat West Bonus Saver
	 £    35,164.95 

	Total Reserve Fund
	 £  86,946.68 
	
	Total General Fund
	 £  42,691.39 

	All Bonds invested for 12 month period, start date in ( )
	
	 Total Funds
	 £129,638.07 


b.   Scrutiny group checked and confirmed balances. The above payments were approved and cheques signed by Parish Councillors
c.   Parish Precept 2009/2010 – RESOLVED The Chairman signed the Precept Notification form to be sent to SSDC.
d.   Society of Local Council Clerks Membership Renewal 1st January 2009 - RESOLVED It was unanimously agreed to renewal the Clerks SLCC membership at a cost of £133.00.
e.   BT Direct Debit – Currently £4.50 administration fee is paid for paying by cheque. The Councillors discussed this additional cost.  It was RESOLVED to continue paying by cheque to ensure agreed supervision controls remain in place.
f.   Birchfield Short Mat Bowls Association – The Councillors briefly discussed the request it was RESOLVED to fully discuss this request in January with other grant requests.
289.  NEW ITEMS: None
290.  REPORTS: 
South Area SALC meeting 8th December 2008 – Abbey Community Centre

Attended by Mr. Wilding and myself and a very good attendance.  We went through a list of SALC questions about the proposed changes to the Code of Conduct.  Our sticking point was whether adoption of paragraph 12 (2) should be mandatory (our Council has adopted 12(2)). It was felt more could be done to let it be known when complaints to the Standards Committee do not proceed with complaints.  It was agreed there was no need to change the proposal of two months for councillors to accept the Code of Conduct, even though there is only two week after an election.  The final questions were about declaration of criminal offences (some invalidate an application).  It seems some parishes do not so for co-option.

Then we discussed the application of the Code of Conduct to employees.  Eventually the decision reached was for parish councils it only need apply to the Clerk and Deputy Clerk by being part of their contracts.  We asked for SALC/NALC guidance for part time employees.

The promised regulations on the Power of Well Being and Appointed Councillors have not been published.

An extra item caused some lively discussion.  Next year it is proposed the Area District Council meetings will trial being combined with County Council.  In addition it was proposed there should be one parish councillor per area, originally in observer role, but later with the right to vote (see the page circulated at the December 2008 Parish Council meeting.) There were questions about how the parish councilor will communicate with the other parishes in the Area. 

Under “open forum” two matters were raised; responses to the SSDC Charter and one parish’s problem with planning decisions being made before the parish council have had time to consider the application. 
The Secretary raised the possibility of the end of payment by cheques within 10 years, which have implications for supervision of payments.  Further training is expected for councillors and clerks when new bills are published. Next meeting for Area South (SALC) will be 9th March 2009.
Barbara J Strong

Abbey Community Association – 17th December 2008

Matters arising covered the usual housekeeping. The bookings report shows a continued improvement, especially the room upstairs.

The Treasurer went through the general running accounts, income, expenditure and items yet to be paid.  County Councillor Crabb ha donated £1,000 from his annual fund which has provided miscellaneous china, cutlery; and kitchen equipment for both kitchens.  In addition Brympton Parish Council has provided chairs, tables and chart board for the upper room.  

After this, an update on the financing of the upgrading of the Hall.  Still not a final figure, but it is evident it will be well above the original estimate and a loan of £40,000 from the Charities Bank has been negotiated.  Brympton 
Parish Council will pay 2/3 of the loan repayments.  This means the Committee will be responsible for the remaining 1/3 repayment, but will also need to build a reserve fund to cover maintenance and future improvements.

Also on the Agenda a list of minor outstanding works, most of which are now cleared.  The Hall has been booked for the Euro/County Council elections on 4th June 2009.  The next meeting will be 14th January after which meetings will be bi-monthly.  At the end of the meeting the Committee presented gifts to Mr. & Mrs. Sturman in recognition of their remarkable service to the Committee being the prime movers in the up-grading of the Community Centre.  

A week previously I had attended a “Build Meeting” at the Community Centre when we went through the builders’ account with the Agent.  Apart from outstanding work before completion there are a series of disputed expenses to be settled between the builder and the Agent.  On this depends the final VAT payment and finalised the Agents’ fee.  The final figure is what is needed to satisfy the bank loan.  

Barbara J Strong
Birchfield Community Association Committee Meeting 19th Nov 08
Attended by Margaret Kendall & Geoff Bugler 

The newly laid flooring in the Talbot room that gave concern, has been stripped and re-polished,

The new year disco that Chairman Stan Hallett had provisionally booked with Chris Kirk Disco has fallen through, it has been suggested Stan and other members of the committee under take this themselves as in previous years. Cost of tickets to remain as last year £7 for Adults and £3 Children this will be an American supper event,

Financial Situation is still solvent; however the group will be £4.5 K down in cash terms due to the loss of the play group revenue. 
A lengthy discussion ensued regarding the groups first aid kit that is sited in the kitchen, it seems to get raided by all groups using the site; also the need for the provision of a accident book. To be followed up by the Secretary.

It was agreed the Talbot room walls need redecorating; it was decided that Stan and other members would undertake this to reduce costs to the club.

The secretary Len Curran-Gibson is writing a letter to our Clerk regarding a request for funding for Bowls equipment, in respect of staring a junior Bowls Team.  Monday nights has been earmarked for this to commence as early as possible in the New Year. Clearance has to be sought from the appropriate authorities as youngsters

are involved with seniors supervision, this is being applied for ASAP.

Date of next meeting 18Th March 2009 
Geoff Bugler
Area South Forum meeting 4th Dec 08

Attended by Clerk and approximately 30 other community representatives.  Following on from the success and feedback of previous forums this forum was based on Community Safety.  An additional £20,000 had been allocated and 3 bids were proposed. These were as follows:
· Avon and Somerset Constabulary bid for portable floodlights to support a football project in the Westfield and Milford areas of Yeovil.

· Yeovil Crime Reduction Team’s bid for nine Community Radios, to help communicate within Yeovil Town Centre

· Area South Community Safety Panel any remaining budget to be used to distribute to Community Safety projects in the area.

The total of all 3 bids was less than the allocated £20,000 all were supported for funding. 

Barbara Appleby

Woburn Almshouses
Mrs. Botham, The Mayor and another member gave Christmas Cards and presents.  The longest resident recently received a card for their 93rd birthday.
M Botham
Yeovil United Charites
On 8th December there was the Annual Meeting of the Trustees Yeovil United Charities, 12 Noon at St John’s Church, Yeovil and enclosed are the agenda, minutes of the previous meeting, also Receipts & Payments Account for the year ended 31/03/08.  This correspondence was posted on 27/11/08, (after our November Parish Council Meeting).

With ref the minutes, please note that the charity made a donation of £115.00 to the Yeovil Women’s Refuge in December 2007, also that the view of the Trustees was that the charity should be amalgamated with Yeovil Christian Support Trust.

At this meeting Roger Fox was not present due to another appointment, but we were told that a letter had just been sent to the Charity Commission dated 2/12/08.

In the agenda is written, ‘At the date of writing there have been no applications for assistance from the charity’, but the view of the trustees at this meeting was that no payments could be made in this financial year because we were continuing our search for a partner, the same situation that had arisen the previous year when they were prepared to make a generous donation.

I put it to the other trustees that it would be helpful if agendas of future meetings were sent out earlier so that our Parish Council could discuss the matter beforehand.  Other councillors present were members of Yeovil Town Council and if my memory serves me right, that council meets on the first Tuesday of the month.
David Kingdon

THE FOLLOWING PART OF THE AGENDA WILL BE DEALT WITH AS TIME ALLOWS
291.   LIST OF ITEMS DISTRIBUTED AND AVAILABLE SINCE LAST MEETING:  Items of Interest to Councillors and Clerks Dec 08, Guide to Winter Services in Somerset, Somerset Matters Autumn 08, Rural Youth Newsletter.
292.   URGENT BUSINESS ARISING AFTER THE PREPARATION OF THIS AGENDA, WHICH THE 

CHAIRMAN AGREES TO TAKE AS URGENT.  SUCH MATTERS WILL BE FOR NOTING OR DEFERRAL     TO   A FUTURE MEETING ONLY.

293.   NEXT MEETING: 7pm Tuesday 20th January 09 in the Refectory Block, Bucklers Mead Community School, St Johns Road, Yeovil.
Meeting Closed 8:40pm
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