
YEOVIL WITHOUT PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL MEETING OF THE YEOVIL WITHOUT PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON TUEDAY 27TH MAY 2008 in the Refectory Block, Bucklers Mead Community School, St Johns Road, Yeovil commencing at 7:00pm.
Members are reminded that the Council has general duty to consider the following matters in the exercise of any of its functions: Equal Opportunities (race, gender, sexual orientation, marital status and any disability) Crime & Disorder, Health & Safety and Human Rights.
180  Election of Chairman  & Vice Chairman and Signing of Declaration of Acceptance of Office Form by Chairman – Mrs. Strong was proposed for Chairman by Mr. Wilding, seconded by Mr. Brassington and unanimously approved as Chairman.  Mrs. Strong signed the Declaration of Acceptance Officer Form which was countersigned by Barbara Appleby the Clerk and Proper Officer of Yeovil Without Parish Council.
Mr. Hill was proposed for Vice-Chairman by Mr. Kingdon, seconded by Mr. Bailes and unanimously approved as Vice Chairman.

OPEN SESSION

FOR YEOVIL WITHOUT PARISHONERS ONLY

1 Brethren, Gospel Hall invite 4-5 weeks time, to be confirmed, left at 7:19pm.
Mr Hodder 08/01782/FUL Land Rear of 3 – 13 Primrose Lane, Mudford, Somerset BA21 5SH

Opportunity for any comments from Police, District and County Councillors

Mr Lock raised an incident in Yeovil Marsh at the weekend (24th May)  concerning 14 – 15 year olds in the garden of Lilac Cottage, PCSO Bowditch, nothing had been reported but would monitor. Mr Brassington raised parking issues in Boundary Close, since the start of building works at Johnson Park. PCSO will monitor.
PCSO Andrea Bowditch had nothing to report and left at 7:10pm
District Councillor Mr Roake reported the next phase of work on the Sports Zone project was due to start. Through this phase the Council aims to assess the transport, environmental and open space impacts of the proposed Sports Zone.  

181  PRESENT:

Mrs Strong in the Chair, Mr Hill, Mr Bailes, Mrs Bartlett, Mr Brassington, Mr Brown, Mr Kingdon, Mr Lock,
Mr Wilding

To receive any apologies for absence and to consider acceptance of the reasons
Apologies for absence were received as follows and approved:

Mr & Mrs Bugler – Holiday: Mrs Botham – Convalescing:  Mrs Kendall – Personal: Mr Snell – Personal: 
Mr Wood – Work Commitments:   

County Councillor Mrs Hunt

182  Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 29th April 2008 which had been circulated to members in draft form, were taken as read, with the addition of one amendment  confirmed and signed.
183  Declaration of Interest
	Reference
	Councillor
	Type

	187a -   Allotments 
	Mr. Kingdon
	Personal & Prejudicial

	187a & 187c - Speed Camera/Allotments 
	Mr. Bailes
	Personal & Prejudicial

	184 - Boundary Close
	Mr. Hill
	Personal & Prejudicial

	186a & 187a – Enforcement Matters/Allotments
	Mr. Lock
	Personal & Prejudicial


Chairman’s Remarks:   Core Strategy Report is a written response that is deemed to be acceptable, as I found along with the Vice Chairman and Robin Wilding impossible to complete in the format they required.  Since talking to other Councils, Brympton called a special meeting and went through it line by line, another Town Council had difficulty getting anyone to read it , they felt obliged to tick something even if the didn’t agree with any.  
In reference to the Primary Care Trust letter concerning health provision for the future 700 households in Lyde Road, an advertisement on 8th May in the Western Gazette from Primary Care Trust Invitation to Tender - Yeovil: general-practitioner services.  
Affordable Housing Site Identification Project – Ordinance Survey References for the allotment land were supplied to Clive Miller and Associates, this is the only land held by YWPC.

184  NEW PLANNING APPLICATIONS FOR CONSIDERATION:
	Application No
	Proposal
	Location
	Comments

	08/01782/FUL
	Demolition of existing single storey dwelling and the erection of 5 No. dwellings with garages/parking
	Land Rear of 3 to 13 Primrose Lane Mudford, Yeovil, Somerset BA21 5SH
	There is no visibility impact to YWP, however an increase in traffic on an already busy road, soon to become busier with the key Site Development. This proposal results in an undesirable form of backland development which would appear out of keeping and incongruous in this area of predominately linear development and likely if approved to establish a precedent for similar backland proposals.

	The meeting was closed at 7:40pm to allow Mr. Hodder to address the meeting on the above proposal, the meeting re-opened at 7:45pm – Mr. Hodder left 

	Mr. Hill declared a personal & prejudicial interest in 08/01825/FUL and left the meeting at 7:44pm and returned at 7:47pm 

	08/01825/FUL
	Alterations and the erection of a single storey extension to dwelling 
	11 Boundary Close Yeovil, Somerset BA21 3DU
	No objection 

	08/01892/FUL
	The installation of an ATM machine
	Hundredstone Post Office 53 Glenthorne Avenue Yeovil Somerset BA21 4PN
	No objection


PLANNING APPLICATIONS CONSIDERED (UNDER STANDING ORDER NO. 76(2)) PRIOR TO MEETING TO COMPLY
WITH PLANNING OFFICE DEADLINES:  None
PLANNING APPLICATIONS NOTIFIED BUT NOT YET RECEIVED BY PARISH COUNCIL - And to consider any application received since the preparation of the Agenda on which comments are required before the next meeting. None
185  PLANNING DECISIONS:

	Application No
	Proposal
	Location
	Ward
	Decision
	Yeovil Without Comments

	08/00834/FUL
	Alterations, the erection of a two storey rear extension and double garage and the formation of a new vehicular access
	Brookside Cottage Yeovil Marsh Yeovil Somerset BA21 3QN
	Combe
	Granted
	No objection, concern over new entrance, blind exit. Suggest need for concealed entrance sign

	08/01209/FUL
	Erection of a conservatory to rear of dwellinghouse
	184 Lower Fairmead Road, Yeovil,  Somerset BA21 5SS
	Combe
	Granted
	No objections

	08/0185/FUL
	The erection of a single storey rear extension to dwellinghouse
	105 Eliotts Drive, Yeovil Somerset BA21 3NR
	Brimsm′
	Granted
	No objections


186  PLANNING CORRESPONDENCE: 

a.  Enforcement Matters - Mrs. P Lock’s letter, concern over visibility – Mr Lock declared a personal and prejudicial interest and left the meeting at 7:55pm after he reported an accident that evening between two vehicles and provided photos of the reduced visibility. The Council discussed the issue and agreed that the Clerk write to Highways and Planning Department to inform them of the accident and review the situation, Enforcement Officer had previously reported no action could be taken. Mr. Lock returned to the meeting at 8:00pm

b.  Appeal has been lodged in respect of 43 Thorne Land Yeovil Somerset BA21 3LU 
     187  MATTERS ARISING: 
a.
Allotments - Mr Kingdon, Mr Bailes & Mr Lock declared a personal & prejudicial interest but did not leave the meeting as matters concerned current works and waiting list.  The Clerk report that the rotavation of the new plots had been completed on 14th May, all the people on the waiting list had been contacted.  Any vacant plots will be advertised on Noticeboards and website.  The water troughs still had not been completed and doubt that the contractor instructed to complete them would be able to in the near future.  It was agreed that the Clerk contact the contractor and establish a date for installation or source a new contractor. 

b.  Fixed Asset register had been sent out to all the Councilors the Vice Chairman queried  if we own a share in the Cemetery, Clerk to find out and add to register if there is a share in the ownership.

     RESOLVED: Fixed Asset register formally accepted, with the addition of Cemetery Share if valid 

c.   Speed Camera Request Mr. Bailes declared a personal & prejudicial interest but did not leave the meeting as matter concerned reporting. The Clerk reported that SSDC supply the Speed Hunter camera to areas of high volume traffic.  Wessex Road and Eliotts Drive are not high volume areas; therefore the camera they currently have is fit for the purpose.
     RESOLVED: Funding not approved for Speed Hunter Camera
d.  Update on investments it was reported the Chairman, the Clerk and Vice Chairman will meet with NAT West Bank Manager, and report result at next meeting.
Mr. Roake left at 8:16pm

e.  Fiveways – The Clerk had contacted Mr. Collis the head teacher of Fiveways and asked for final estimated costs, the number of children resident in the parish that attended, and support they had from other councils. All the information requested had not been received at the time of the meeting, the Chairman requested this be put on hold and put back on the agenda when received. 
f.   Matters received by the Clerk since the publication of the Agenda

i)   Lyde Road Key Site – Steve Hawkins of Hammonds Yates had enquired about setting up a public exhibition.  Mr Hawkins had spoken to Yeovil Town Clerk, Alan Tawse who had suggested that he considering hiring a nearby public hall.  Mr Wilding reported that a sign for Barratt homes had been put up on the Lyde Key site calling it Wyndham Park. The Chairman would make further enquires concerning the name.
188  CORRESPONDENCE:

a. LaMIS – The clerk reported that Land Management Information Service software purchased in Feb 07 was used for the ordnance survey map for the leaflet to parishioners. This company is no longer trading and the software is no longer accessible.   NALC – Use of Ordnance Survey mapping by Town, Parish and Community Councils explains that all activity undertaken by a Town, Parish or Community Council would be covered by OS’ standard Contractors’ License and your Principal Authority can, once the Clerk had signed the standard License supply OS digital data.  Clerk to investigate and report back. 
b. 
South Somerset Together’s Sustainable Community Strategy Stakeholder Events Thur 29th May 2008 10:30-12:00 or 14:30–16:00 at the Council Chamber, SSDC Council Offices Brympton Way - NOTED
c.  South Somerset Together AGM Wed 18th Jun 17:30–19:30 at Long Sutton Golf Club – NOTED
d.
Thank you letters from St Margaret’s Hospice & Yeovil Freewheelers Voluntary Service – NOTED
e.  Invitation to  Annual Civic Service and reception on 6th July 2008 received by the Chairman and Mrs. Bartlett.  

RESOLVED: Mrs. Bartlett to attend with Mrs. Kendall. Chairman to make own personal response.
189.
FINANCIAL MATTERS: 

a. Receipts and Payments May 2008 
	Balance at  29th April  2008
	 
	 
	No.
	Payments - May 08
	

	Current A/C
	 £        500.00 
	 
	1546
	Meeting Room
	 £              27.00 

	Bus Res A/C
	 £   11,740.70 
	 
	1547
	Clerks Emoluments
	 £          1,220.97 

	Nat West Bonus Saver 
	 £ 103,555.87 
	 
	1548
	PAYE
	 £            618.83 

	Halifax High Interest Bond
	 £   40,037.73 
	 
	1549
	Insurance
	 £         1,949.02 

	Co-op High Interest Bond
	 £   11,364.26 
	 
	1550
	Smart Cartridge
	 £              53.05 

	 
	 £ 167,198.56 
	 
	1551
	Accounts & Audit Service Ltd
	 £           206.25 

	
	
	 A/c Credited 
	 
	
	

	Balance c/f from 29th April
	 £ 167,198.56 
	
	 
	Total Payments
	 £       4,075.12 

	Receipts 
	
	
	 
	Account Totals +  deposits - payments
	

	Mr & Mrs Shortman (Plot 12a)
	 £             10.00 
	 Reserve 
	 
	Current Account
	 £           500.00 

	Mr Bailes (Plot 14b)
	 £             10.00 
	 Reserve 
	 
	Business Reserve
	 £        8,038.30 

	HBSO Share Dividend
	 £           352.72 
	 Reserve 
	 
	Nat West Bonus Saver
	 £    103,555.87 

	Total Receipts received May 08
	 £         372.72 
	
	 
	Halifax High Interest Bond
	 £      40,037.73 

	
	
	
	 
	Co-op High Interest Bond
	 £      11,364.26 

	Account Totals after deposits made in May
	
	 
	 
	
	

	Current Account
	 £           500.00 
	
	 
	Total Account Balances 27/5/08 
	 £ 163,496.16 

	Business Reserve
	 £     12,113.42 
	
	 
	
	

	Nat West Bonus Saver
	 £   103,555.87 
	
	
	Balance check 
	

	Halifax High Interest Bond
	 £     40,037.73 
	
	 
	Current c/f balance
	 £   163,496.16 

	Co-op High Interest Bond
	 £     11,364.26 
	
	 
	Payments 
	 £       4,075.12 

	
	
	
	 
	
	

	
	 £  167,571.28 
	
	 
	Total funds prior to payments made
	 £   167,571.28 

	Allocated Funds Total  - £80,738.87 (Breakdown below)

	Crematorium Fund
	 £      38,500.00 
	
	Abbey Community Centre (Grant)
	£        5,000.00

	Gratuity Fund
	 £        1,938.87    
	
	Play Area refurbishment/replacement
	£      35,300.00

	
	Halifax Shares at 28.5.99 -1,092 -20p Shares (Nominal Value)
	

	
	
	
	


Scrutiny group checked and confirmed balances. The above payments were approved and cheques signed by Parish Councillors.

b. Signature of Annual Accounts and Annual Return. It was RESOLVED to APPROVE and sign the statement of   Accounts for 2007/2008 and Annual Return for 2007/2008
190  APPOINTMENT OF COMMITTES & REPRESENTATIVE FOR ENSUING YEAR:-

a. Planning Committee  - Brimsmore Mrs. Strong, Combe, Mrs Botham and Lyde Mr. Wilding

b. Abbey Community Association -  Mrs. Strong

c. Birchfield Community Association - Mrs. Kendall and Mr. Bugler
d. Yeovil Sports Club Management Committee - Mr. Hill & Mr. Brassington

e. Somerset Association of Local Councils South Area Committee-Mr. Wilding & Mrs. Strong with Mr. Hill as reserve
f. Yeovil Cemetery & Crematorium Committee - Mrs. Strong & Mr. Hill
g. Woburn Almshouse Committee - Chairman  & Mrs. Botham

h. John Nowes Exhibition Foundation - Mrs. Kendall

i. Yeovil United Charities - Mr. Kingdon
j. District Council Area Representative - Mrs. Strong, Mr. Hill
k. Tree Warden - Mrs. Botham & Mrs. Kendall

l. Westfield Planning for Real Project - Mrs. Bartlett

m. Play Area Representative  Johnson Park -  Mr. Hill

n. Financial Scrutiny Group -  Mr. Kingdon, Mr. Wilding with Mrs. Botham as reserve

o. Highways and footpaths -   Mr. Brown, Mr. Lock with Mr. Wilding as reserve
p.
Parish Environment Warden – Mr. Lock  
191
NEW ITEMS: 

a. Cavalier Way – It was reported that the section of road between Cavalier Walk and Bedford Road was in very poor condition it was agreed that the Clerk report this to Highways
b. Review of Internal Audit - 06/07 – In accordance with Accounts and Audit Regulations (SI 2006 No.564) the council confirms that the review of 06/07 accounts took place on June  07 at which time deemed the Internal Audit to be effective.  The Council reviewed 07/08 internal audit.

RESOLVED That the Internal Auditor Mr Henry Lovegrove had continued to meet the standards required and deemed to be effective with constructive recommendations. He provides assurance in regard to internal controls  and takes account of all risks facing the council.
c.  Visibility Combe Street Lane roundabout – It was reported that the height of the shrubs on the splitter islands reduced visibility. The council agreed that the Clerk contact highways highlighting this matter
192 
REPORTS:
Abbey Community Association 14th May 2008

Much of the meeting was taken up with financing of the rebuild programme.  The final costing is in the region of £148,000.  So far grants total £105,000 plus money from the Build Fund.  Still awaited is the result of the Lottery Bid, promised in May, now move to June.  Work is scheduled for the Summer Holiday period 24th July to 2nd September.  The new security front door, paid for by the District Councillors’ individual fund, is due to be fitted this month.  Bookings continue to be good and there is much interest in hiring the improved Melamine room. 

Preparations for the AGM on 11th Jun (7:30 for 8pm)-notices will be on our Parish notice boards.  I am pre-booked for a Building Committee meeting before the end of the month when the contract should be finalised and signed.

Woburns Almshouse – in the absence of Marie Botham

Two meetings chaired by Mrs Pat Martin:-

a)  12th May – to interview an applicant for the vacancy.  We approved Mr Philip Jennings and occupancy will begin in June.

b)  15th May – the quarterly meeting when we went through the quarterly, and the annual financial statements (for 2007).  These were approved and will soon be sent to the Charity Commission.

The Management of the Almshouse is sound with loan repayment to the Co-op. (for the internal restructuring) gradually reducing. Being a charity we may not make a profit.
South Somerset District Council Local Development Framework.
Core Strategy – issues and options – consultation response May 2008
1.  Opening Statement   These comments are based on local knowledge and experience, especially since the imposition of Key Sites in this Parish and years of meetings and discussions.  At that time the Parish Council was reluctant to propose where else the developments should be.  Attending recent meetings it is evident other parishes can resent suggestions.  Care will be required not to destroy the present ‘harmony’ in South Somerset.

2.  This response concentrates on how to fulfil imposed housing numbers by people outside South Somerset.  It is important that those who have local knowledge concentrate on what is feasible and preserve the factors which make up South Somerset, and the Health and Well Being of its’ people.
Health and Well-Being – Ref 2.10, 3.4:S03 and 4:3, 4.4, 4.5
There should be no further housing development around Yeovil until the present three Key Sites are completed, and the full effect on Yeovil is evident.  Already the needs of these future new residents have not been catered for.
Level of Development - 4.9 - 4.18

To impose set number of homes and employment is inappropriate.  Already the density is rapidly increasing with infilling.  

4.25 is essential from the beginning, especially during the public consultation, which has not been the case previously.

Issues 5.6
The problem is the cost of acquiring land and building homes that can be afforded in areas of low wages.  Even if rented the provision is a cost to be found. 5.6 Lifetime homes – presumes a population that does not move, not the trend today.

Retail 6.6, 6.33, 6.41
Yeovil lacks good quality shopping – often people go elsewhere for quality and choice.

Travel 7.4, 7.7
Congestion – Yeovil has five roads downhill to its’ centre and not the best for cycling.

7.8 in the Yeovil area bus services are being increased from Villages to Town

7.19 Park and Ride – a previous survey showed it was not possible.  Again the problem where? to serve all accesses to Town.  Already building on surrounding land has reduced possible sites.  It may have worked elsewhere but with no ring-road it cannot serve all approaches.

7.24 Parking – no matter how good public transport is people will still own cars and want freedom of travel.  As families grow another car is added, often partners work in opposite directions, and children have to be transported to school, perhaps in a third direction.  Recent Town developments have limited parking, some without any at all.

7.26 Option TA7 Timing of service provision – No later than B. (B. At the same time as the housing becomes occupied)

Heath & Well Being 8.3, 8.10, 8.13, 8.17

Already green spaces are being lost to infilling.  The Mudford Road Recreational Ground being the latest example of possible loss of a green lung providing open public space. NB. Recreation does not have to be structured and organised.  In today’s financial circumstances it is unrealistic to expect 106 Agreements with developers to support all these needs.  It will “kill the goose that lays the golden egg”. The thinking that use of Community Halls for periods of worship could conflict with a time when others would want to use for recreation.  Health facilities are vital, and this Parish Council is not happy with the lack of urgency applied to the provision on our two Key Sites, when already nearby services are to capacity.

Environmental Quality 9.17, 9.19, 9.27 to 9.30
From 9.17 most important factors, where key sites develop open land, water demand, surface water run-off, waste & recycling, and health and well being.

9.19 Imposing such large numbers of housing endangers the rural aspect of South Somerset.

9.24 – 9.27 & 9.30 The danger is the density requirement affects design and open space allowed.  Too many properties now have minimum garden space for family and safe play for young children.

Parking 10.25 
Already stated, parking policy has gone too far.  The reduction of parking space increases the claustrophobic feeling of dense development.

Employment Land – 10.30, 10.33

The redevelopment of the old Seaton’s site is an example.
Design 10.48
The principles 1 to 8 listed below are vital and should be made into posters and put on every planning office wall.
1. The architectural and landscape design satisfactorily respects the form, character and setting of the settlement or local environment. 

2. They preserve and complement the key characteristics of the location, to maintain its local distinctiveness. 

3. They do not result in the unavoidable loss of open spaces (including gaps and frontages) with visual or environmental value. 

4. They do not cause unavoidable harm to the natural and built environment of the locality and the broader landscape. 

5. Their density, form, scale, mass, height and proportions respect and relate to the character of their surroundings. 

6. They do not unacceptably harm the residential amenity of occupiers of adjacent properties by disturbing, interfering with or overlooking such properties. Where necessary, the district council may impose conditions on any permission regarding hours of opening, operation and servicing. 

7. They will not adversely affect, either directly or indirectly, land stability in or around the location. 

8. They retain and integrate and/or enhance, where desirable, attractive site features and natural characteristics within the scheme.

Open Space 10.59
Already responded under Health & Well Being which is the most important factor of the whole subject.
Barbara J Strong

193
LIST OF ITEMS DISTRIBUTED AND AVAILABLE SINCE LAST MEETING:
LCR. Clerks & Councils Direct, St Margarets Hospice Newsletter, Community Council for Somerset Magazine “Thatch” Spring 2008

194   QUESTIONS AND ITEMS ARISING AFTER THE PREPARATION OF THIS AGENDA, WHICH THE CHAIRMAN AGREES TO TAKE AS URGENT.  SUCH MATTERS ARE FOR NOTING OR DEFERRAL TO A FUTURE MEEING.

None
195
NEXT MEETING: Commencing at 7:00pm on Tuesday 24th June 08 in the Refectory Block, Bucklers Mead Community School, St. Johns Road, Yeovil.  Further monthly meetings are on Tuesday 29th July, and 26thth August.
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