
YEOVIL WITHOUT PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING OF YEOVIL WITHOUT PARISH COUNCIL, held on Tuesday 30th September 2008 in the Refectory Block, Bucklers Mead Community School, St Johns Road, Yeovil commencing at 7:00pm.

Members are reminded that the Council has general duty to consider the following matters in the exercise of any of its functions: Equal Opportunities (race, gender, sexual orientation, marital status and any disability) Crime & Disorder, Health & Safety and Human Rights.

OPEN SESSION

FOR YEOVIL WITHOUT PARISHONERS ONLY

Opportunity for any comments from Police District and County Councillors. No comments were made.
236  PRESENT:

Mrs Strong in the Chair, Mr Hill, , Mrs Botham, Mr Brassington Mr Brown, , Mrs Kendall, 
Mr Kingdon, (from 19:20) Mr Lock, Mr Snell, Mr Wilding.
To receive any apologies for absence and to consider acceptance of the reasons

Mr Bailes – Work commitments
Mrs Bartlett – Conference Birmingham
Mr Bugler, Mrs Bugler – Previous engagement
Not Present:

Mr Wood
Also present District Councillor Mr. Roake and County Councillor Mr. Gubbins, apologies sent by County Councillor Mrs Hunt.

237 Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 26th August 08 which had been circulated to members in draft form, were taken as read, confirmed and signed.

238 Declaration of Interest

	Reference
	Councillor
	Type

	Planning  - Boundary Close – 239 (v)
	Mr. Hill
	Personal & Prejudicial

	Allotments – 242 (a)
	Mr. Kingdon
	Personal & Prejudicial

	Allotments – 242 (a)
	Mr. Lock
	Personal & Prejudicial


Chairman’s Remarks:  Items of interest/discussion added in under Matters Arising and Finance
239  NEW PLANNING APPLICATIONS FOR CONSIDERATION:

	Application No
	Proposal
	Location
	Comments

	i
	08/03018/FUL
	The erection of a replacement garage 
	113 Combe Street Lane Yeovil Somerset 
BA21 3PF
	No objection

	ii
	08/03098/FUL
	The erection of a detached garage and the formation of a vehicular access
	Brookside Cottage Yeovil Marsh Yeovil Somerset BA21 3QN
	No objection, however consideration should be given to completion of the entrance first  to help ease traffic congestion

	iii
	08/0391/FUL
	The erection of a chalet style two storey extension and alteration to link dwelling with existing garages
	Marsh House 119 Marsh Lane Yeovil Somerset BA21 3BZ
	The application boarders on overdevelopment, however there is no impact to anyone.  No objection

	iv
	08/03328/ADV
	The display of 7 No. illuminated fascia signs and 1 No. internally illuminated free standing sign and 1 No. externally illuminated free standing sign and the installation of external lighting to east elevation
	The Great Lyde 1 Cavalier Way Yeovil Somerset BA21 5UA
	No objection

	v
	*08/03979/FUL
	The replacement of existing flat roofs with pitched roofs
	15 Boundary Close Yeovil Somerset BA21 3DU
	No objection


*Mr Hill declared a personal and prejudicial interest and left the room at 7:10pm and return to the room at 7:13pm
PLANNING APPLICATIONS CONSIDERED (UNDER STANDING ORDER NO. 76(2)) PRIOR TO MEETING TO COMPLY

WITH PLANNING OFFICE DEADLINES:  
	Application No
	Proposal
	Location
	Comments

	i
	08/0350/FUL
	The erection of a garage/store
	88 Eliotts Drive Yeovil Somerset BA21 3NP
	No objections

	ii
	08/03230/FUL
	The replacement of a single dwelling with 2 dwellings
	187 Ilchester Road Yeovil Somerset BA21 3BQ
	No objections – road sign will need repositioning 


PLANNING APPLICATIONS NOTIFIED BUT NOT YET RECEIVED BY PARISH COUNCIL - And to consider any application received since the preparation of the Agenda on which comments are required before the next meeting. None
240  PLANNING DECISIONS:

	Application No
	Proposal
	Location
	Decision
	Yeovil Without Comments

	i
	08/0249/TPO
	Application to carry out tree surgery works to an oak tree shown as T1 of the SSDC TPO 2004
	130 Marsh Lane Yeovil Somerset BA21 3BZ
	Granted
	No Objection 

	ii
	08/03147/TPO
	Application to carry out tree surgery works to 1 No. Oak Tree known as T.1 in the YRDC 
	14/16 Wilton Road Yeovil Somerset BA21 5XP
	Granted
	No Objection – Wrong location identified, correct location behind 16 Ashwood Drive


241 PLANNING CORRESPONDENCE
a.    33 Brimsmore Yeovil Somerset BA21 3NZ - 07/02238/FUL – The Chairman had spoken to the enforcement officer concerning this application.  The Enforcement Officer had visited and had noted the porch entrance was different to the application drawing, The size of the development look correct, however would go back and check with a tape measure should this be required. RESOLVED Chairman to speak to District Councillors who raised it.
b.   Appeal Decision in respect of  08/00005/FUL – Demolition of garages and 1 No. dwelling and the erection of 13 No dwellings and alterations to access – Land rear of 163 Larkhill Road Yeovil Somerset BA21 3HW- APPEAL DISMISSED - NOTED
c.   8 Winston Drive – Enforcement Officer visit – Wooden garage is over 5m from the house and within the permitted development requirements under Class E of General Permitted Development Order. Therefore outside planning control and no further action can be taken. NOTED
d.
SSDC  - Community Led Plans – Distributed to ward leaders.  NOTED


242.   MATTERS ARISING:
a.    Allotments – Mr. Kingdon & Mr. Lock declared a personal and prejudicial interest but did not leave the room as the matters did not warrant this, the Chairman reminded them that they would not be able to be included concerning finance for the allotments. The request for sheds on Plot 13b Mr. Kane and 12a Miss Green were approved. The Chairman went through the findings of the meeting held at the allotments on 6th Sep 08.  The Councillors discussed in detail the items raised; removal of trees, fencing, rabbit’s brambles and rotovating.  Mrs. Botham proposed that money should be spent on the allotments to get them in tip top condition, this was seconded by Mr. Brassington, however Councillors required a more detailed picture of the work to be done and its cost. RESOLVED Clerk to obtain quotes for work and report at the next meeting.

Mr. Gubbins left at 8:10pm

b.   Contractor License for the use of Ordnance Survey Data – The Clerk has signed the license with SSDC to enable the Parish Council to use Ordnance Survey information for the Parish Newsletter.  NOTED
c.   SSDC Play Areas in Yeovil Without Parish/MUGA - Response received from Rob Parr, Senior Play Youth Facilities Officer concerning the observations reported by Yeovil Without Parish Council. A MUGA could be integrated into the improvements at Birchfield Park advised to liaise with Stephen Barnes, Play & Youth Facilities Officer. RESOLVED Mr. Hill agreed to represent Yeovil Without Parish Council concerning the future development of Birchfield play area, with the intention of incorporate a MUGA sponsored by Yeovil Without Parish Council. Clerk to inform SSDC of representation. 
Mr. Roach left 8:13pm

d.    Matters received by the Clerk since the publication of the Agenda

i.
SSDC Fuel Poverty Press Release (placed on notice boards).  NOTED
ii     Council Question Time across Somerset – Wed 26th November 08 from 6pm – 8pm  at SSDC Officers, Yeovil.  Request to display poster about event (only 1 received, 4 more copies requested to be displayed on Noticeboards when received). NOTED
iii.   HBOS – Recommended Proposal for the acquisition of HBOS Lloyds TSB – No Action required – HBOS shareholders will received 0.833 Lloyds TSB Shares for every 1 HBOS Share.  Agreed Price for HBOS shares 232pence. NOTED 
iv.   SLCC Regional Conference 4 Dec 10:00am – 3:45pm at Four Pillars Hotel, Swindon - £45 per delegate or 3 delegates for £115. This item will be discussed under finance.
243.
CORRESPONDENCE:
a.
CPRE South Somerset Committee AGM - Saturday 20th Sep Long Sutton Village Hall at 2:30pm NOTED
b.   SCC – Temporary Road Closure Vagg Lane and Chilthorne Domer – Closed for 10 days starting 29th September 08. NOTED
c.   Fiveways School  - Thank you letter - NOTED
244.
FINANCIAL MATTERS:
a.
Receipts and payments Sep 2008
	Balance at  26th August 08
	 
	 
	No.
	Payments - Sept 08
	

	Current Account
	 £        500.00 
	 
	1573
	Meeting Room
	 £              27.00 

	Business Reserve
	 £     5,324.05 
	 
	1574
	Moore Stephens
	 £           470.00 

	Nat West Bonus Saver
	 £   84,376.24 
	 
	1575
	SLCC Conference
	 £           317.25 

	Nat West Corporate Bond
	 £   40,000.00 
	 
	1576
	BT - (01935479975)
	 £              76.44 

	Co-op High Interest Bond
	 £   11,364.26 
	 
	1577
	SSDC - Annual Playground inspection
	 £              46.41 

	 
	 £141,564.55 
	 
	1578
	Viking Direct
	 £           168.00 

	
	
	
	1579
	SALC AGM
	 £              17.00 

	Balance c/f from 26th August 08
	 £141,564.55 
	 A/c Credited 
	1580
	Clerks Emoluments
	 £        1,119.18 

	
	
	
	1581
	PAYE
	 £           139.51 

	Receipts 
	
	
	 
	Total Payments
	 £     2,380.79 

	
	
	
	 
	
	

	Mr Kean Plot 13b
	 £           10.00 
	Reserve
	 
	Account Totals +  deposits - payments
	

	
	
	
	 
	
	

	
	
	
	 
	Current Account
	 £           500.00 

	Total Receipts received Sep 08
	 £       10.00 
	
	 
	Business Reserve
	 £        2,953.26 

	
	
	
	 
	Nat West Bonus Saver
	 £      84,376.24 

	
	
	
	 
	Nat West Corporate Bond
	 £      40,000.00 

	
	
	
	 
	Co-op High Interest Bond
	 £      11,364.26 

	
	
	
	 
	
	

	Account Totals after deposits made in Sep 08 
	 
	Total Account Balances 30/9/08 
	 £ 139,193.76 

	Current Account
	 £        500.00 
	
	 
	
	

	Business Reserve
	 £     5,334.05 
	
	 
	Balance check 
	

	Nat West Bonus Saver
	 £   84,376.24 
	
	 
	Current c/f balance
	 £   139,193.76 

	Nat West Corporate Bond
	 £   40,000.00 
	
	 
	Payments 
	 £        2,380.79 

	Co-op High Interest Bond
	 £   11,364.26 
	
	 
	
	

	
	 £141,574.55 
	
	 
	Total funds prior to payments made
	 £   141,574.55 

	Transfers
	-
	
	 
	
	

	Allocated Funds

	 
	Allocated Funds Total
	£      85,738.87

	Fiveways 2009/2010
	 £      10,000.00 
	
	 
	Crematorium Fund
	 £      38,500.00 

	Gratuity Fund
	 £        1,938.87 
	
	 
	Play Area refurbishment/replacement
	 £      35,300.00 

	
	
	
	 

 Halifax Shares at 28.5.99 -  1,092 -  20p Shares (Nominal Value)


a.   Scrutiny group checked and confirmed balances. The above payments were approved and cheques signed by Parish Councillors
b.    Annual Return has been audited and approved by the external Auditors Moore Stephens. No matters were raised for 07/08 Audit. The conclusion of audit notification as required by Audit Commission Act 1998 & The Accounts and Audit Regulations 2003 (as amended) has been displayed on the notice boards for a period of 14 days commencing on 11th September 08.   Instruction for Audit 08/09, clarification from the new Practitioners Guide, long term investments should be shown in Box 9 and not Box 8 as accounted in previous years. NOTED
c.    Funding for improvements at the allotments – No fixed amount was discussed to be carried forward to the next meeting, when full proposal of works is complete.
d.    Newsletter quote  - Printing  A4 x 2 pages £306.28 -  A4 x  4 pages £486.45 -   Postage £338.87
(2 pages total £645.15)  (4 pages total £792.73) – The councilors discussed the quote, and agreed that is was acceptable, actual cost will be know when newsletter complete and sent to printers.  

e.   Westfield Association grant request – The councilors discussed providing a grant towards the cost of the association’s insurance policy.  RESOLVED Mr. Brassington proposed to pay £150 towards the cost; this was seconded by Mrs. Botham and unanimously agreed.

f.    SLCC Regional Conference, Swindon 4 Dec 08 £45 per delegate.  RESOLVED It was unanimously agreed for the Clerk to attend the Conference at a cost of £45.


g.   Wreath, Remembrance Sunday It was unanimously agreed to lay a wreath at the War Memorial. RESOLVED Clerk to contact Mr Wood and request for him to arrange a wreath.
#
245.  
NEW ITEMS:
a.   SSDC – Flood Awareness Workshops/Presentations – A copy had been circulated to all Councillors  prior to meeting, the Councillors discussed the possibility of storage points but none could be identified within the Parish.  It was decided that Mr. Brown would represent Yeovil Without Parish Council concerning Flood Awareness.  RESOLVED Clerk to inform SSDC that Mr. Brown would represent YWPC and are willing to display posters concerning the Flooding Workshops on the 5 Parish Notice Boards 

b.   SSDC – Removal of BT phone boxes across South Somerset – The Councillors discussed the option of Adopting/Sponsoring a Kiosk but could not see that it would benefit the parish by either option, and would prefer BT to retain both phone boxes.  RESOLVED Objection to the removal had been sent to SSDC, although the 0 usage for Yeovil Marsh gave little support to retain the service; however the high usage for the Combe Street Lane box supported its retention.  
c.   SSDC Pioneer Somerset - Devolution of Services Survey – Survey concerning services to be completed by 12 Dec 08.  RESOLVED The Chairman will complete the survey and pass on to the clerk to return to SSDC.
d.   Johnson Park - Annual Playground Inspection and Risk Assessment Report – The Vice Chairman went through the minor faults highlighted in the report and suggested how they could be rectified. In the addition to the report he identified that rust was starting to form on the corner of the slide. RESOLVED Vice Chairman will rectify edge of concrete plinth and Clerk to contact an appropriate maintenance engineer to rub down rust and paint.
e. 
Mr. Snell reported an incident with a Nippy Bus Driver on Stone Lane refusing to reverse. RESOLVED Clerk to write to Nippy Bus Company for a response concerning the incident.
246.  
REPORTS:
a.    SALC AGM & Area (Somerset) meeting 27th September 2008 at Woolavington Village Hall

11 am to 4pm – attend by Robin Wilding and myself.

The agenda covers matters for all SALC areas of Somerset, plus between 12:30 and 1pm the AGM business is conducted.  A standard agenda: - President re-elected, Tony Goverd , Vice Presidents re-elected, Mesors. Bishop and Raven, and John Lees.  Representatives to NALC the same, Jean Algrove and Dave Milton as deputy.  All other representatives remain the same.

Pioneer Somerset – a questionnaire covering services provided by other authorities being devolved to parish councils.  The thought being that devolvement will encourage local involvement and smaller parishes “clustering” together to do this.  There was strong feeling that if parishes undertake this then funding should accompany it, so that district/county councils should not be relieved at the expense of parishes. (This document was in our September Agenda)

Improving Local Accountability the long expected Government review of the Code of Conduct still not issued.  Opinions were sought of councils problems:- 

· Absence of feedback from Standards Committee/Board about complaints, and when cleared. 

· Person not told the details of the complaint made.  

· Problem of dual hatted councillors affecting involvement before District Council Meeting.  

· Problem of para 12 (ii) enabling public to speak, causing interruptions throughout the parish                     council meeting.  

· Officers Code of Conduct – not received details, may be enforced through the Contract of Employment.  Unknown if the effect for Parish Clerks.

Weekend Voting lively debate on this.  The thought behind it, the need to encourage more people to vote at local elections, either by different methods on days, or combination of both.  The following points from the discussions:- Public suspicion of electronic voting (security); Thursdays are traditional, effect on using schools, cost of polling 0700-2200 hours, risk of irregularities.  When combining Euro-elections with local (2009) risk of confusion with proportional representation (Euro) and first past the post (local).  Voting is a civic responsibility since 1870.  Thursdays voting has peak times versus weekend voting.  Number of people not on the register.  The benefit of interaction with staff, extra cost of weekend voting and the count.  Pilot voting example showed all postal ballot increased voting %.  Tim Carroll (SSDC leader) said there was a 10% increase in the last poll (District & Parish) and suggested Saturday preferable despite extra cost.  Chairman (SALC) suggested should not be all electronic which many elderly would not like.  She added in France women keep their maiden names on the register for life.  From this came the fact voting registration is by households and not individuals.

Following this a debate on Resolution from Burnham-on-Sea and Highbridge Town Council urging NALC to seek early discussions with Government regarding funding following devolved services undertaken by parish ad town councils (see Pioneer Somerset).  Basically they are looking for money from the non-domestic rates (business rates) but this is paid directly to national government and then disbursed.  Various councils responded in similar vein saying that devolved services benefited local businesses, e.g. Brent Knoll took on maintaining public toilets threatened with closure, cost £3,000 pa; Burnham obliged to fund fireworks display (£8,000) as part of tourism weekend.  The floor supported the resolution.

Neil Parish MEP kept everyone awake with an entertaining after lunch talk covering his experiences as Chairman of the Agricultural Committee.  He answered a series of questions covering the differences of local powers on the Continent, E.U accountancy failures, the need for more allotments; the importance of the locals, their care, and depletion of land to house building.

Ken Cleary – Chairman  of NALC followed telling of his work in the past year, answering questions about Quality Parish Councils and the Power of Well Being.  After that we reverted to the agenda again with a report on NALC matters, including the funding of officers ceasing in 2009 and possibility of funding from DEFRA.  The relationship with the Clerks Association and training programmes. Affiliation fees increasing in April (2009) by R.P.I 
Representatives Reports covered Strategic Partnerships, Quantock Hills regarding unauthorised use of restricted by-ways by motorised vehicles; and funding of Areas of National Beauty.

By Open Forum we were running out of time so we only touched on – Parish Plans, by Spaxton and Community Justice Panels (Rodney Stoke), already functioning in Chard reducing cases of re-offending.  We were reminded BT have extended their dead-line re-phone boxes to November 1st.

The meeting closed 4pm

Barbara J Strong

 b.
Abbey Community Association Extraordinary General Meeting 10th September 2008
A good attendance and everyone was pleased with the Main Hall with the new lowered ceiling.  This is the only part that is completed.

The main reason for the meeting was the necessity to vote on a change in the Constitution concerning the Trustees, under the Charities Act 1993.  Basically the present Trustees are discontinued and now all the members of the Committee are Holding Trustees, and the Charities Commission will appoint an Official Custodian.  

A long time was taken up explaining to the members the work outstanding to complete the conversion of the mezzanine floor to form a separate room, with a separate entrance via an outside ramp, with kitchen and toilets.  All suitable for use by the disabled.  It is essential this is completed soon as there are many enquiries to book it.  It was agreed the official opening would be on 15th November 10 am to noon with Mr. Laws MP and all the User Groups attending.  The next committee meeting will be 29th October 08.
Barbara J Strong

BIRCHFIED COMMUNITY ASSOCATION - Committee Meeting Wednesday 18th Sept 2008 8.30 pm in the Talbot room - Geoff Bugler attended
The newly laid flooring in the Talbot Room had given cause for concern; however following discussions with the contractors a suitable solution has been reached. 
Denis Barnhurst the treasurer was present at the meeting giving a favourable account of the Association finances; this was encouraging in view of the loss of revenue by the termination of the play group hiring.  However the full ramification of this has not yet been felt. Stan Hallett the chairman expressed his concern regarding the poor condition certain user groups have left the hall, he has taken this up with one of the main offenders, in conclusion it was decided to send a letter to all user groups requesting they assisted with clearing up after use, along with ensuring all lights are switched off and fire doors closed. Stan advised a new scrubbing machine had been purchased (the old scrubber was worn out?)
Any Other business:-

Dave Penny raised the need for funding assistance of an approximate cost of £1000 for new equipment for the short mat bowling club. Currently meeting on Wednesday & Friday afternoons each week, their need is for a new bowling mat plus a set of woods. The intention is starting a early evening session to encourage younger members to take up the sport with tuition from the senior members, this in a area where there is a need to provide youngsters with leisure time activities to keep them off the streets and is a worthy cause for funding. The secretary will be making a request for funding at the year end; however it would be good a case for funding ASAP, to get this project underway for the coming winter months, all credit to the current members for offering their time to coach the youngsters.  

The subject of the new years party was raised, it was decided that the cost should remain at £6.50 as other years bearing in mind it is a American supper also it was primarily for families normally 70-80 participate so covering the cost of £220 for entertainment/DJ should be achieved, the Bakers Arms Pub will provide the bar for this occasion.

Date of next meeting Wednesday19th November 8.30pm

The date for the A.G.M will be Wednesday 20th May 2009 at 7.15pm 
Geoff Bugler

THE FOLLOWING PART OF THE AGENDA WILL BE DEALT WITH AS TIME ALLOWS
247.   LIST OF ITEMS DISTRIBUTED AND AVAILABLE SINCE LAST MEETING:  LCR, Clerks & Councils Direct, Flood Awareness, Community Led Plans

249.
  URGENT BUSINESS ARISING AFTER THE PREPARATION OF THIS AGENDA, WHICH THE   CHAIRMAN AGREES TO TAKE AS URGENT.  SUCH MATTERS WILL BE FOR NOTING OR DEFERRAL TO A FUTURE MEETING ONLY.

250.
NEXT MEETING: 7pm Tuesday 28th October 08 in the Refectory Block, Bucklers Mead Community School, St Johns Road, Yeovil.
Meeting Closed 9:00pm
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