
MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING OF YEOVIL WITHOUT PARISH COUNCIL, held on Tuesday    13th December 2011 in the Refectory Block, Bucklers Mead Community School, St Johns Road, Yeovil commencing at 7pm.
Members are reminded that the Council has a general duty to consider the following matters in the exercise of any of its functions: Equal Opportunities (race, gender, sexual orientation, marital status and any disability) Crime & Disorder, Health & Safety and Human Rights.

OPEN SESSION

FOR YEOVIL WITHOUT PARISHONERS ONLY

4 parishioners – (Mrs Chapman in relation to planning application 11/04223/LBC – Carents Lodge)
Opportunity for any comments from Police, District and County Councillors
County Councillor Tony Lock gave an overview of recent events: Library closures are now not happening, but has resulted in legal costs. Fly tipping has increased since the reduction in opening hours of waste recycling centres. Expected cuts to Youth Services & Bus Subsidies
County Councillor Peter Gubbins and County Councillor Tim Carroll passed on their apologies.
Councillor Mike Lock informed the council of recent works near Yeovil Marsh completed unsatisfactorily by highways. Councillor Lock would email the clerk the exact details.

111/11   PRESENT
Mrs Strong in the Chair, Mr Hill, Mrs Botham, Mr Bugler, Mrs Bugler, Mrs Coton, Mr Gleeson,  Mr Kingdon, Mr Lamb, Mr Lock (arrived 7.05pm), Mr Wilding.
TO RECEIVE ANY APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE AND TO CONSIDER ACCEPTANCE OF REASONS.

Mr Brown – unwell, Mr Snell – unavoidably delayed, Mrs Lock & Mr Oakes – previous engagement.
112/11 CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES 
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 22nd November 2011 which had been circulated to members in draft form, were taken as read, confirmed and signed.

113/11 TO RECEIVE ANY DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
	Reference
	Councillor
	Type

	Allotments – 115a
	Mr Kingdon, Mr Lock 
	Personal & prejudicial

	Planning -  114a
	Mr Gleeson
	SSDC


Chairman’s Remarks The Clerk will be on holiday from 19th Dec 11 – 5th Jan 12, urgent matters contact the chairman during this period. The Chairman asked councillors for their holiday dates.
114/11  PLANNING

a.  NEW PLANNING APPLICATIONS FOR CONSIDERATION: 

	Application No
	Proposal
	Location
	Yeovil Without Comments

	i
	10/01875/REM
	The erection of 696 dwellings, a local neighbourhood centre incorporating retail office space with associated highway , drainage and landscaping (Revised Scheme)
	Land at Lufton Yeovil BA22 8SX
	No objection

	ii
	11/04443/FUL
	The erection of 7 No. detached dwellings with associated garaging and the formation of a new vehicular access (Part Retrospective)
	Land Rear of 13 Primrose Lane Yeovil BA21 5SH
	No objection, support views of Mudford

	iii
	11/04223/LBC 
	The installation of 2 NO. solar thermal panels on south east facing rear roof of dwelling 
	Carents Lodge Yeovil Marsh BA21 3QE
	No objection

	iv
	11/04558/FUL
	The installation of solar photovoltaic array and associated equipment
	Broadmead Farm Yeovil Marsh
	Vote taken - overall majority of no objection – 1 objection


b.   Planning applications considered under standing order No.3b xvii prior to meeting to comply with planning 
office deadlines: NONE
c.   Planning applications notified but not yet received by parish council and to consider any application received since the preparation of the Agenda on which comments are required before the next meeting. NONE                  

d.  PLANNING DECISIONS:
	Application No
	Proposal
	Location
	Decision   
	Yeovil Without Comments

	i
	11/03831/FUL
	The erection of a detached single garage and the conversion of existing integral garage into living area with new pitched roof
	60 Combe Street Lane Yeovil

Ba21 3PF
	Granted
	No objection

	ii
	11/03912/FUL
	The conversion of loft and the construction of 2 NO dormers to front and rear 
	45 High Lea Yeovil BA21 4PE
	Granted
	No objection

	iii
	11/04188/FUL
	The erection of a single storey link extension and the conversion of existing garage to habitable room(Revised Application)
	335A St Michaels Ave, Yeovil 

BA21 4ND
	Granted
	No objection 


e.   PLANNING CORRESPONDENCE: NONE

115/11  MATTERS ARISING: 

a.  Allotments  Mr Kingdon and Mr Lock declared a personal & prejudicial interest, they did not leave the room as the matters discussed did not come into the area where interests arose. The Clerk informed the council a quote to supply and install plastic water troughs had been received; the cost was £300 per water trough. It was RESOLVED the clerk to obtain additional quotes.
b.   Grit Bins The clerk informed council of 2 requests for grit bins from parishioners, (Combe Close and Birchfield Road). These parishioners had been delivered grit bags in the interim and details retained for possible future placement of grit bins. Mr Gleeson suggested that a letter should be sent to Yarlington concerning the placement of grit bins, with reference to Mr Oakes raising the issue with Graham Orr. It was RESOLVED the clerk write to Yarlington.
c.   Grant Awarding Policy  Council made some minor amendments. It was unanimously RESOLVED the council adopt the policy. (Policy published at the end of the minutes)
Councillor Lock left the meeting at 7:55pm

d.
Matters received by the Clerk since the publication of the Agenda
i    David Laws letter (planning proposal Leiston-cum-Sizewell Town Council) – The chairman read out the response David Laws MP had received from Greg Clerk MP. In principle he supported the proposal. NOTED
ii    Somerset Disability Forum coffee morning 14th Dec 2011 – NOTED
iii
Waste Core Strategy – Mr Lamb presented the council with a summary of findings and it was felt that Yeovil Without Parish Council should be made aware of any developments in Zone C. It was RESOLVED Mr Lamb would seek further information before a letter is submitted. Details of the response would be sent to the Clerk for forwarding before the deadline of 6th Jan 2012.

iv  SALC information concerning Localism Act referendum Council Tax - The relevant parts of the Localism Act applicable to the Excessive Council Tax Veto proposals were commenced by Order (2011 SI No: 2896) on 2nd December 2011. These require each local precepting body (town & parish councils, parish meetings) to prepare a budget and to calculate the relevant council tax charge at Band D (Precept divided by Tax Base for the year), to compare the tax charge with that of the previous year and, if excessive, to proceed to a referendum. During commencing of the order it was stated “ I am proposing that no equivalent principles will apply for town and parish councils for 2012-13, although they may in future years.” NOTED
v   Levy payable in respect of new development consultation paper - The Government has issued a Consultation Paper in respect of providing a mandatory meaningful share of this new Levy which is payable in respect of new development.  Area Meetings SALC will be suggesting a mandatory share of the levy be paid to the relevant parish council at 40%.   There should be no cap on this money but the parish should have power to grant-aid/support the provision of any infrastructure by another authority or public body.  This local decision on what to support is in line with the political imperatives driving the Localism Policies.

www.communities.gov.uk/publications/planningandbuilding/cilreformconsultation    published in "Consultations" on 10 October 2011 closing dated 30th Dec 2011 – NOTED
vi  SSC Public consultation on reduction in subsides to local bus services. Over the next two years Somerset County Council needs to further reduce the amount of money spent on supporting bus services in Somerset due to the reduction in the amount of funding the Government provides to Councils to run local services. Posters for

noticeboards and online survey www.somerset.gov.uk/bussurvey -deadline 15th January 2012, NOTED
County Councillor Lock and 3 parishioners left the meeting at 8.35pm 
116/11  CORRESPONDENCE:

a.
SCC – Somerset Electoral Review – The Chairman read out the response and details of phase 2 . Councils submissions can be viewed at www.somerset.gov.uk/electoralreview 
b.
South Somerset Bridleways Association – The Chairman informed councillors the council had previously provided information to the best of its knowledge, about the number of horses within the parish. The Clerk and chairman had found it difficult to obtain information, no other councillors could offer assistance in confirming the number of horses within the parish therefore no further information could be forwarded. NOTED
c.
Office of National Statistic  - Labour Disputes Survey – The clerk had been sent an enquiry concerning the number of employees directly and indirectly involved with the strike action that took place on 30 Nov 2011. The Clerk returned the enquiry – Nil - NOTED
d.   Community Council for Somerset – Somerset Community Oil Scheme – Information is displayed on the noticeboards NOTED
e.
NALC – Retirement Payments (sent to councillors) – The chairman explained the councils current position concerning gratuities. It was NOTED this item will need to be discussed again in the near future.
117/11   MATTERS OF CONCERN PREVIOUSLY CLEARED WITH THE CHAIRMAN – NONE

118/11  FINANCIAL MATTERS;

a.  Receipts and payments Dec 2011
	Yeovil Without Parish Council Balances - November 2011
	

	General Fund & Reserves
	 
	 
	Earmarked Reserves
	 
	

	Nat West Current Account
	 £         500.00 
	 
	Play Area refurbishment/replacement
	 £          34,000.00 
	

	Nat West Business Reserve
	 £    12,279.70 
	 
	Quality Parish Training
	 £           1,000.00 
	

	Nat West Bonus Saver
	 £    86,790.95 
	 
	Elections
	 £              176.79 
	

	Petty Cash
	 £         100.00 
	 
	Newsletter
	 £           2,000.00 
	

	Total General Fund
	 £  99,670.65 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	Earmarked Reserve Fund
	
	 
	 
	Total money earmarked
	 £          37,176.79 
	

	Fixed Rate Bond (matures 10.09.12)
	 £  40,000.00 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	Total Funds
	£139,670.65
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	YWPC -  Receipts and Payments Transactions General Fund - December 2011
	

	General Fund Balance c/f - Nov 2011
	
	No.
	Payments
	
	

	
	 £  99,670.65 
	
	1854
	Buckler's Mead School
	 £                30.00 
	

	Receipts 
	
	 A/C 
	1855
	SSDC - Playground Inspections
	 £              211.69 
	*

	
	
	
	1856
	SSDC - Birchfield Lighting
	 £           2,000.00 
	

	
	
	
	1857
	Broker Network Ltd (Insurance)
	 £                25.00 
	

	
	
	
	1858
	Clerks Expenses 
	 £                25.95 
	

	
	
	
	1859
	PAYE
	 £              291.30 
	

	
	
	
	 
	Direct Debit BT (payment 18/12)
	 £                70.80 
	*  

	
	
	
	 
	Standing Order (payment 25/12)
	 £           1,042.55 
	

	Total Receipts received 
	 £               -   
	
	 
	Account Charge 4 Nov
	 £                  5.00 
	

	
	
	
	 
	
	
	

	Transfers
	
	
	Total Payments from general fund
	 £          3,702.29 
	

	
	
	
	 
	
	
	

	
	
	
	General Account Totals +  deposits - payments
	

	
	
	
	 
	Current Account
	 £              500.00 
	

	
	
	
	 
	Business Reserve
	 £           8,577.41 
	

	
	
	
	 
	Nat West Bonus Saver
	 £          86,790.95 
	

	General Fund Totals after transfers & deposits 
	 
	Petty Cash 
	 £              100.00 
	

	Current Account
	 £         500.00 
	
	 
	General Fund Total
	 £        95,968.36 
	

	Business Reserve
	 £    12,279.70 
	
	 
	Balance check 
	
	

	Nat West Bonus Saver
	 £    86,790.95 
	
	 
	General Fund Balance
	 £          95,968.36 
	

	Petty Cash
	 £         100.00 
	
	 
	Payments
	 £           3,702.29 
	

	
	 £  99,670.65 
	
	 
	
	 £        99,670.65 
	

	
	
	
	*
	VAT Payments
	
	

	Yeovil Without Parish Council Funds Balance - December 2011

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Earmarked Reserve Fund
	 
	 
	Nat West Current Account
	 £                  500.00 

	NATWest Fixed Rate Bond
	£            40,000.00 
	Nat West Business Reserve
	 £               8,577.41 

	Matures 10.09.12
	 
	 
	Nat West Bonus Saver
	 £              86,790.95 

	 
	 
	 
	Petty Cash 
	 £                  100.00 

	Total Funds
	 £135,968.36 
	 
	Total General Fund
	 £            95,968.36 


b.    Scrutiny group checked and confirmed balances. The above payments were approved and cheques signed by Parish Councillors.

c. Precept – Councillors had received a copy of the revised draft precept  discussed at the 22nd November 2011 parish council meeting. The Chairman read the amounts for each item, it was RESOLVED the draft precept was acceptable to be put forward at the January meeting for submission.
d.  SSDC Annual Playground Inspection Offer It was RESOLVED to request an Annual Playground Inspection at a cost of £46.20 (excluding VAT)
e.  SLCC membership  - Cost £140.00 (increase of £5) It was RESOLVED to renew the Clerks membership at the cost quoted.
119/11   NEW ITEMS: 
 a.   Yeovil Marsh Project – Councillor Lock requested the item remain on the agenda for next month as the project was still in fruition.


 b.   Crossing Combe Street Lane – The chairman explained the difficulty children have crossing Combe Street Lane. They cross the road and go on the footpath through Mudford Rec to go to school, and return home. Also families cross here to go and enjoy the rec, and in addition is the creation of the new hockey pitch. The traffic along Combe Street Lane is heavy, and will not decrease with the Key Site developments (North of Thorne Lane and East of Lyde Road). County Councillor Gubbins has been pursuing this for at least two years, she asked councillors for their support to seek the possibility of a safety crossing being installed. It was RESOLVED a letter would be sent enquiring about a safety crossing.
c.   Change to standing orders to incorporate additional planning procedures. It was RESOLVED to make the following changes to standing orders under 3 Proper Officer xv & xvi.
xv   Record every planning application notified to the Council and the Council’s response to the local planning authority in a book/spreadsheet for such purpose; and notify all councillors of their receipt.

xvi  The Clerk shall refer every planning application received to the Ward Planning Representative and in their absence to the Chairman or in the Chairman’s absence to the Vice-Chairman within 48 hours of receipt. The Clerk shall ask for the attendance of a Planning Officer for possible contentious applications.

120/11   REPORTS: 

SALC South Area meeting 12th December 2011, Donyatt Village Hall
Attended by Robin Wilding and myself. Despite the bad weather it was quite well attended. 

Much of the meeting time was taken up with the likely changes the Localism Bill will cause. The Bill has received Royal Assent and will be effective from 31st March 2012.

· There is an additional module to the CiLCA training for future clerks. 

· The Standard Board will be abolished
· The Code of Conduct will be replaced, but details not known.

· There will be a Community Right to Challenge

· Changes to setting the Precept in the future, which will cap increases above a set %.

· Neighbourhood Planning could be tested by a local referendum at parish expense. This will mean there needs to be reserves to cover this. 

· Core Strategy will hold for two more years

Other Matters
· Payment by cheques still not resolved but likely to end one day. 
· Changes for pensions for Clerks with gratuities ceasing.
· Affiliation fees will be set in January by the County Committee.
Open Forum

1. I raised the problem of planning applications coming to Parish Councils in disc form. Some councils are considering buying laptops and projectors. It was agreed the Committee would write to District Council. It may be that paper plans could be available upon payment of a small fee. 

2. Another council raised concern about what percentage to add to their precept, especially when annually setting aside sums for a particular project. There is expected to be a training day for all Councillors and Clerks in February, for us likely to be Somerton. Clerks will also have separate training.

The next meeting will be Monday 12th March 2012
Barbara J Strong 
Abbey Manor Community Association meeting 14th December 2011

A longer meeting than usual. It seems the committee has to pay for a PRS licence which will probably cost over £200. We chose the colour of the new curtains (fire retardant) in the Hall. These with new poles will be fitted during the holiday period, costing over £1,600. A member of Brymptons’ allotment committee attended the meeting. It is hoped this will continue and they will be part of a Spring fund raising event. All dependent upon their next AGM.

The last of the loan for the improvements to the Hall has been paid (early) by April the agreement with British Gas for electricity supply finishes. We discussed at some length possible alternatives. All should prove cheaper than the present B G bills. As three months notice is required to B G this needs to be finished soon. The Chairman explained possible funding available for the Local Energy Assessment Fund for efficiency projects. Possible ideas were discussed other matters were discussed including how to involve other organisation with the Association and the Centre. Next meeting 11th January 2012.

Barbara J Strong 
Birchfield Community Association

Full Committee Meeting Wednesday November 23rd in the Talbot room

Geoff Bugler & Diane Bugler - Representing Yeovil without parish council
Minutes of the last meeting will be taken as read

Matters Arising
User groups yet again have been requested to leave the halls and tables in good condition,
as not to cause the problem of extra expense for extra cleaning hours.

Financial Matters
The treasurer reports the current Associations finances are as such there will be no increase in hiring charges for 2012 

Any Other Business.
A number of fencing spears on perimeter fence are damaged, contact is to be made with the metal workshop to give a estimate to undertake the necessary repairs.

The Queens Jubilee; enquiries are to be made if there is any user groups wishing to celebrate this remarkable accession, suggestions were made as to whether the association/committee would consider organising a fete type event in conjunction with some user groups, this to be discussed further at the next meeting.

Date of Next Meeting March 14 2012

Geoff Bugler

Yeovil in Bloom Scheme for St. Patricks Road. (Progress as at 10th December 2011)
As reported at the last parish council meeting, I had at the beginning of November delivered a letter to all the residents of St. Patricks Road explaining our proposal for a Yeovil in Bloom scheme in their neighbourhood. No reaction was received to this letter, but two weeks later (on 20th November 2011) I called on all the residents and a reasonable amount of interest was shown by several of them.

Since the last parish council meeting I have attended another meeting of the Yeovil in Bloom Steering Group (on 28th November 2011), and they promised full support for the proposed scheme in St. Patricks Road.

I have also had a discussion on 8th December 2011 with Amanda Matthews, one of the directors of Yarlington Housing Association, the owners of the majority of the houses in St. Patricks Road.  She has indicated that Yarlington will be happy to give their support to our proposed scheme, in cooperation with their own in-house gardens competition and their Neighbourhood Improvement Plans.

Incidentally, one of the residents of St. Patricks Road is also the chairperson of Yarlington’s Resident Forum Steering Group for all of their neighbourhoods, and she has agreed to be involved in this initiative.

We are now in the process of organising a preliminary meeting, early in the new year, of all interested parties to make plans for the entry of St. Patricks Road into the 2012 Yeovil in Bloom Competition – with, hopefully, an improvement in the general environment for all the residents of that road. 

Maurice Lamb

THE FOLLOWING PART OF THE AGENDA WILL BE DEALT WITH AS TIME ALLOWS

121/11   LIST OF ITEMS DISTRIBUTED AND AVAILABLE SINCE LAST MEETING:  Clerks and Council Direct

122/11   URGENT BUSINESS ARISING AFTER THE PREPARATION OF THIS AGENDA, WHICH THE 

CHAIRMAN AGREES TO TAKE AS URGENT.  SUCH MATTERS WILL BE FOR NOTING OR DEFERRAL

TO A FUTURE MEETING ONLY.
123/11   NEXT MEETING: Parish Council Meeting at 7pm Tuesday 24th January  2012 in the  Refectory Block, Bucklers Mead Community School, St Johns Road, Yeovil.
Meeting Closed 9:15pm
Grant Awarding Policy – Yeovil Without Parish Council – adopted 13th December 2011
1. Yeovil Without Parish Council will consider applications for grants from voluntary groups or charitable organisations.

2. To qualify for an award the applicant must be able to demonstrate that any funding from the Parish Council will benefit the Parish, or residents of the Parish.

3. Grant application will be considered Annually at the January Parish Council Meeting

4. In determining the validity of an application, the Council will refer to the following guidelines:

Applications will be considered for the following purposes:

1. For the purpose of purchasing equipment either in part or in full

2. For the funding of transport that will enable group members to partake in a group trip or outing regardless of their incomes

3. For training activities, or to purchase the expertise of an outside trainer/instructor/facilitator

4. For activities that raise the profile of the area.

5. For running costs of a viable group that is experiencing a period of hardship.

6. For hosting special events or celebrations.

7. For the provision of recreational facilities

8. For provision of a valuable service to the community.

Conditions: 
1.   Grants will not be awarded to individuals. 

2.   The award must be used for the purpose for which the application was made. 

3.   Donations to Registered Charities in response to a general fundraising appeal maybe considered if there is a benefit to residents of the Parish. 

4.   The size of any grant awarded is at the discretion of the Parish Council

Eligibility: 
Any Charity, Voluntary Group, or Community Organisation, agencies operating within the parish or  5 mile radius of its boundaries and are of benefit to the local community.
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