
Yeovil Without Parish Council 

MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING OF YEOVIL WITHOUT PARISH COUNCIL, held on Tuesday 28th September 2010 in the Refectory Block, Bucklers Mead Community School, St Johns Road, Yeovil commencing at 7pm.
Members are reminded that the Council has general duty to consider the following matters in the exercise of any of its functions: Equal Opportunities (race, gender, sexual orientation, marital status and any disability) Crime & Disorder, Health & Safety and Human Rights.

OPEN SESSION

FOR YEOVIL WITHOUT PARISHONERS ONLY

2 Brethren
9 members of the public and 1 parishioner in relation to Planning Application 10/01278?FUL - 13 Primrose Lane.
Opportunity for any comments from Police, District and County Councillors. 
District Councillor Roake and County Councillor Carroll.
590.   Present
Mrs Strong in the Chair, Mr Hill, Mrs Bartlett, Mrs Botham, Mr Bugler, Mrs Hone, Mrs Kendall,
Mr Kingdon, Mr Wilding.
To receive any apologies for absence and to consider acceptance of the reasons

Mr Bailes – Work commitments,  Mr Brown – Ill heath, Mrs Bugler – Ill heath,  Mr Lock – YTCo commitments
Not Present:
Mr Snell, Mr Wood
County Councillor Lock and District Councillor Pat Martin gave their apologies.
591.   Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 31st August 2010 which had been circulated to members in draft form, were taken as read, confirmed and signed.

592.   Declaration of Interest

	Reference
	Councillor
	Type

	Allotments - 596a
	Mr Kingdon
	Personal and prejudicial


Chairman’s Remarks The Chairman informed Councillors that she had received a letter concerning the heavy traffic on Combe Street Lane and raised in correspondence.  She highlighted that the SALC meeting report was long but it was vital Councillors read it, as it is going to effect Parish Councils.
593.   NEW PLANNING APPLICATIONS FOR CONSIDERATION:
	Application No
	Proposal
	Location
	Yeovil Without comments

	i
	10/03360/FUL
	Erection of two agricultural buildings for animal welfare, feedstuffs and machinery storage
	Land OS 4800 Part Yeovil Marsh 
	No objections

	ii
	10/03437/FUL
	The formation of pitched roof over existing garage and the erection of a canopy
	28 Redwood Rd Ba21 5XE
	No objections

	iii
	10/01278/FUL
	Demolition of existing bungalow & the erection of 8 dwellinghouses with associated access & car parking (amended plans)
	13 Primrose Lane Mudford BA21 5SH
	The meeting was closed at 7:19pm to allow the public to speak on this application, various people gave their views.  The meeting was opened at 7:35pm the Councillors considered what they had heard and it was decided that Yeovil Without Parish Council would fully support Mudford Parish Council opinions and views and object to the application.

	iv
	10/03727/FUL
	The erection of a side extension to dwelling
	43 Birchfield Rd BA21 5RN
	No objections

	v
	10/02517/FUL
	The use of premises as commercial laundry
	Yoplait Dairy Crest Site
	No objections

	vi
	10/02852/ADV
	The display of 8 No flag poles and 2 No externally illuminated hoarding display signs
	Land at Sunningdale Recreation Ground Lyde Rd
	No objections


PLANNING APPLICATIONS CONSIDERED UNDER STANDING ORDER NO. 3b xvii PRIOR TO MEETING TO
COMPLY WITH PLANNING OFFICE DEADLINES – None
PLANNING APPLICATIONS NOTIFIED BUT NOT YET RECEIVED BY PARISH COUNCIL – 
And to consider any application received since the preparation of the Agenda on which comments are required 
before the next meeting: None
594.
PLANNING DECISIONS:
	Application No
	Proposal
	Location
	Decision   
	Yeovil Without Comments

	i
	10/03017/FUL
	The conversion of roof space over garage
	19 Stone Lane Yeovil Somerset BA21 4NN
	Granted
	No objections



	ii
	10/02579/FUL
	The erection of a conservatory to the rear of dwelling
	48 Rivers Road Yeovil BA21 5RJ
	Granted
	No objections


595.   PLANNING CORRESPONDENCE: None

596.   MATTERS ARISING:
a.   Allotments - Mr Kingdon declared a personal & prejudicial interest, he did not leave the room as the matters discussed did not come into the area were interests arose. The Clerk informed Councillors that 2 enquires had been received concerning the waiting list.  The list currently stands at 7 people waiting, 5 within the Parish.  The Clerk reminded Councillors that it would be prudent to discuss any increase in the allotment prior to setting the precept. NOTED
b.
 Consideration of position of Parish Councillor Wood – The Clerk explained the current situation concerning disqualification of a Councillor for failure to attend any meeting for more than six months without an approved reason.  She highlighted that Mr Wood had an approved reason within the six month period and therefore was not disqualified; however he had not given any reason for his absence for tonight’s meeting. It was felt that further clarification was required regarding the situation and Mr Carroll suggested the Clerk contact Ian Clarke, SSDC solicitor, the matter would be added to next months agenda, NOTED
8:05pm 1 parishioner and 4 members of the public left the meeting

c.
 Runnymead Bus Shelter – The Councillors discussed the bus shelter and felt there was a need for a shelter, it was RESOLVED the Clerk would contact Mike Johns concerning this
d     Matters received by the Clerk since the publication of the Agenda
i.
SSDC Draft Licensing Policy, comments required by 21st Oct 10. The vice chairman had an awareness of the current draft licensing policy, it was RESOLVED that he would provide the Chairman a summary of concerns and these would be submitted to SSDC by the deadline.

ii.
Sort it Plus roll out, the Clerk informed Councillors of the impending roll out of cardboard and plastic collections; this will be a phased roll out and commences on 25th October 2010. NOTED
597.  
CORRESPONDENCE:
a.
SSDC Area South Community Forum – Voting for short listing required by 4th Oct 2010 and meeting on 14th October.  NOTED
8:20 Brethren left the meeting
8:22 Mr Roake left the meeting

b.
Somerset Heritage and Libraries Service – Focus group meeting future of Library Service Thur 30th September, Yeovil Library.  It was RESOLVED Audrey Bartlett and Mrs Hone would represent Yeovil Without Parish Council.
c.
SSDC response to Local Authority Council Tax Veto and referendum.  SSDC is fundamentally opposed to the changes outlined in this consultation, SALC have given their response which is given at the end of the minutes.  The Chairman highlighted that is unworkable for Parish Councils – NOTED
d.
Mrs Price – Traffic Issues – Combe Street Lane -  The Chairman read out Mrs Price’s letter and the response received from highways. The reply was that there is awareness the type and volume of traffic has increased, it is something that is inevitable. - NOTED
598.   MATTERS OF CONCERN PREVIOUSLY CLEARED WITH THE CHAIRMAN – None

599. 
FINANCIAL MATTERS:
a.
Receipts and payments Sep10
	Yeovil Without Parish Council Balances at 31st August 2010

	General Fund
	 
	 
	Earmarked Reserves
	 

	Nat West Current Account
	 £          500.00 
	 
	Play Area refurbishment/replacement
	 £        35,300.00 

	Nat West Business Reserve
	 £     15,498.78 
	 
	Quality Parish Training
	 £          1,000.00 

	Nat West Bonus Saver
	 £     50,553.49 
	 
	Elections
	 £          1,000.00 

	Petty Cash
	 £          100.00 
	 
	Newsletter
	 £          2,000.00 

	Total General Fund
	 £   66,652.27 
	 
	Birchfield Lighting
	 £          2,000.00 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	Total money earmarked
	 £        41,300.00 

	Reserve Funds
	 
	 
	Earmarked Reserve Funds
	 

	Co-op High Interest Bond (24/11/10)
	 £     36,470.19 
	 
	NatWest Fixed Rate Bond  (15/08/11)
	 £        40,000.00 

	Total Reserve Fund
	 £   36,470.19 
	 
	Total Earmarked Reserve Fund
	 £      40,000.00 

	Bond maturity dates in brackets
	Total Funds
	£143,122.46

	Receipts and Payments Transactions General Fund - 28th Sep 2010

	General Fund Balance c/f from 31st Aug 2010
	
	No.
	Payments
	

	
	 £   66,652.27 
	
	1751
	SCC - Meeting Room
	 £              27.00 

	Receipts 
	
	 A/C 
	1752
	BT Payment Services Ltd
	 £              69.13 

	
	
	
	1753
	Badgemaster Ltd
	£              83.31

	
	
	
	1754
	Clerks Emoluments
	 £          1,068.36 

	
	
	
	1755
	PAYE
	 £            338.52 

	Total Receipts received 
	 £                -   
	
	 
	
	

	
	
	
	Total Payments from general fund
	 £        1,586.32 

	Transfers
	
	
	 
	
	

	
	 £                -   
	
	 
	
	

	
	
	
	General Account Totals +  deposits - payments

	
	
	
	 
	Current Account
	 £            500.00 

	
	
	
	 
	Business Reserve
	 £        13,912.46 

	
	
	
	 
	Nat West Bonus Saver
	 £        50,553.49 

	General Fund Totals after transfers & deposits 
	 
	Petty Cash 
	 £            100.00 

	Current Account
	 £          500.00 
	
	 
	General Fund Total
	 £      65,065.95 

	Business Reserve
	 £     15,498.78 
	
	 
	Balance check 
	

	Nat West Bonus Saver
	 £     50,553.49 
	
	 
	General Fund Balance
	 £        65,065.95 

	Petty Cash
	 £          100.00 
	
	 
	Payments
	 £          1,586.32 

	
	 £   66,652.27 
	
	 
	
	 £      66,652.27 

	
	
	
	 
	
	

	Yeovil Without Parish Council Funds Balance at 28 Sep 2010 

	Reserve Fund
	 
	 
	 

	Co-op High Interest Bond (24/11/10)
	£36,470.19
	Nat West Current Account
	 £            500.00 

	Total Reserve Fund
	£36,470.19
	Nat West Business Reserve
	 £        13,912.46 

	Earmarked Reserve Fund
	 
	 
	Nat West Bonus Saver
	 £        50,553.49 

	Nat West Fixed Rate Bond (15/08/11)
	£40,000.00
	Petty Cash 
	 £            100.00 

	Bond maturity dates in brackets
	 
	Total General Fund
	 £      65,065.95 

	Total Funds
	£141,536.14


b.   Scrutiny group checked and confirmed balances. The above payments were approved and cheques signed by Parish Councillors 
c. Grit Bins – The Chairman and Clerk had revisited the sites highlighted for grit bins and progress has been made. In total 8 bins could be potentially sited and permission/agreements had been received for 5. The 

Clerk would continue to seek permission for the remain sites.  The Councillors discussed the potential cost for buying and siting 8 bins it was RESOLVED to use the interested received from Corporate Bond to finance this expenditure.  Total interest received on the original £40,000 investment £2,813.72. this would be the upper limit of expenditure on this project.  Agreement from SSDC for 2 & 67 Magna Close was signed.
d.
Noticeboards  - The Clerk highlighted that the noticeboard on Wessex Road would need to be moved to accommodate the grit bin, it was RESOLVED that in the eventually  the noticeboard needed replacing this spend approx £500 was approved.
600. NEW ITEMS: 
a.
Effectiveness of Internal Audit – The Clerk supplied the Councillors with the internal auditors terms of engagement, costs and audit review details, the Councillors would discuss this at the next meeting.  NOTED
601.   REPORTS: 
Abbey Community Association Meeting 15 September 2010

Two hour long meeting but again poorly attended. 
Most of the agenda is about finance, especially the cost of electricity and gas used, and maintenance constantly involving expense. At the same time it was agreed to pay an extra £2,500 to reduce the bank loan. There is little progress in fund raising events. An antique Fayre may be possible next year. Dates of the next three meeting were agreed.  

Barbara J Strong

SALC (all areas) AGM 25th September 2010 – Village Hall, Woolavington
Attended by Robin Wilding and myself from 10:00 13:00. A new format morning only, quite well attended, but 21 apologies, so more would have been even better. The Standard AGM business of election of officers and representatives is sandwiched into the main agenda and is completed at record speed (always timed by the Secretary).  A resolution was approved to authorise the County Committee to negotiate extending membership to parishes in North Somerset and Bath & North East Somerset.

The meeting began with an address by Sheila Wheeler, Chief Executive of Somerset County Council. She out lined the demands on the County Council budget with a £75m. budget gap. Listed were:- 100 more children in care than 2009, library review with usage down 8%, the cost of childrens’ centres and road maintenance, the creation of Academies and Free Schools.  Basically her message was urging parish councils to take on some of the above to ease County Council burdens, but, as with everyone else, they are waiting for the Government statement on 20th October.

Questions covered the following:- County Farms sales, the legal complications of taking on assets (property and land), Hinckley Point compensation from EDF, Child Protection Act affecting volunteering, educating children who are causing litter problems. Also parishes problems who are being told to take on maintenance of public toilets (or they will be closed) and Highbridge being asked to negotiate with District to take on £46,000 pa. cost of emptying dog bins.
Following a short coffee break we settled down to the main part of the meeting. Working from the “Pink Sheet” Peter Lacey took us through a series of “policy matters” covering the following:-

a) Referendum to veto Council Tax increases – this could be effective for the 2012 – 13 with referendums would be in 2013 ( we were given a” Green Paper” with SALC’s response to this consultation and the Parish has SSDC response).
b) Repeal of restrictions on payments by cheque – update

c) Decentralisation and localism bill – 200 clauses (late Mar 2010) Royal Assent July 2011

d) Development Control – a simplification of planning procedures, especially Parish Council responses.

e) Community Control – hall or housing development if favoured by 75% of votes – but this caused much discussion on lack of clarity.
f) Abolition of Standards Regime – this is to get rid of vexatious complaints. Councillors will still have to declare interests in a slightly different way, and any misdemeanor will become a criminal offence 
g) Abolition of Audit Commission – there is to be more choice of auditors, but possibly increases in charges, need to watch precepts. There were queries about new auditors (parish) experience .  Parish Councils not specifically mentioned.

h) Disclosure of payments by Councils above £500 will have to be declared online. Being listed in councils minutes will not exclude this. This may cause longer hours for clerks and costs.

i) This paper is a summary of Local Government changes being considered by the Government and is being circulated to SALC members councils and will be available from our Clerk. All of this has yet to be enacted and as can be seen from the above, there are many questions to be answered, especially what applies to parish councils.

Code of Conduct – the review is closed with the abolition of Standards Board any changes are unlikely.

There was limited time for open forum raised by Burnham on Sea concerning a need of £183,000 to cover services no longer being covered by Sedgemoor District Council.

The meeting closed on time, agreeing to the same format for next AGM.
Barbara J Strong 

Birchfield Community Association

Committee Meeting Wednesday 15Th Sept 2010 in the Talbot room 8:30pm
Attended by Geoff Bugler 

Stan Hallett the (chairperson) welcomed everyone to the meeting.
Hall hire Fees - at the June meeting it was proposed that all hire fees would be increased by £1 per hour with  effect from the 31st January 2011; regard to concessions made to some user groups depending on size and ability to pay was discussed at length. During this discussion it came apparent that there was no listing available of current charges per hour for the Talbot room or main hall; it was therefore proposed that the next meeting on 24th November 2010 be devoted solely to this issue. The main cause of lack of information is the current hall booking officer has work commitments and is unable to devote the time that this very important position demands, no one else is willing to take up this position.

The current secretary Clair Spencer gave notice, she is unable to continue this position. Due to current commitments, the vice-chair Len Curran-Gibson agreed to fill the gap until a new secretary can be appointed as of the 11Th March 2011.

The financial Report: Accounts have been returned at last, there is a need for continued fund raising and chasing up hall hire funds outstanding form last year and this year, to achieve the aim of the Capital reserve target of £10,000.
Date Of next meeting Wednesday 24Th November 2010

Geoff Bugler

Woburn Almshouse

We had a meeting at the town house on August 19th 2010. The new residents have settled in and are very happy.
Marie Botham.

THE FOLLOWING PART OF THE AGENDA WILL BE DEALT WITH AS TIME ALLOWS

602.   LIST OF ITEMS DISTRIBUTED AND AVAILABLE SINCE LAST MEETING: - Thatch
603.   URGENT BUSINESS ARISING AFTER THE PREPARATION OF THIS AGENDA, WHICH THE 

CHAIRMAN AGREES TO TAKE AS URGENT.  SUCH MATTERS WILL BE FOR NOTING OR DEFERRAL

TO A FUTURE MEETING ONLY.
604.   NEXT MEETING: Parish Council Meeting at 7pm Tuesday 26th October 2010 in the  Refectory Block, Bucklers Mead Community School, St Johns Road, Yeovil.
Meeting closed at 8:55pm
SALC response

a)         Consultation on Referendum to veto Council Tax increases - Report

The Coalition Government has issued a technical Consultation Paper on a Policy to provide for a Referendum on Council Tax increases if the proposed increase at an authority was in excess of the amount set in the Principles to be set annually by the Secretary of State (and approved by Parliament) .   Many member councils have sent in responses.

The Association’s response can be summarised:

· The Consultation period is too short as the matter is not purely technical for this sector; 

· There is a direct conflict with the aspirations of “Localism” and the “Big Society” at parish level; 

· Inclusion within Local Government is welcome and will help remove the grey area between the voluntary sector and the parish councils; 

· A de minimis level of increase and of basic Precept must be set to remove most Parish & Town Councils from the risk of a referendum; 

· A Basic Precept level of £750,000 appears to give a reasonable cost : benefit for the application of a referendum; 

· Alternative suggestions coming through late in the consultation included a measure of the increase to exceed the section 137 cash limit (which is index linked) [£6-15 per elector] or the “minimum loan” value set for Borrowing Approvals [£5-00 per elector]; 

· The 2007 Referendum Regulations were thought in appropriate due to the lengthy timetable; 

· In setting the referendum date as 1st Thursday in May (at the latest) gave some cost savings as voting would be at the same time as another election but the majority felt that longer notice of the Principles (the “cap”) from Parliament should allow for an earlier referendum, even before the issue of the Council Tax Bills; 

· Many Billing Authorities have set a timetable for receipt of formal Precepts in December and January – these will not be feasible with these arrangements, the legislation should set a last date for notifying the Billing Authority of the Precept as 14th February; 

· Members noted the particular issues facing a new Council where new duties are taken on over a few years which may trigger the application of the Veto; 

· All agreed that there is a need for a formal legal requirement to set an annual budget requirement. 

· It was noted that a number of issues were omitted from the Consultation including the information required on the face of the Council Tax Bill showing like-for-like in terms of Gross Expenditure rather than for the Principal Authorities the Net Expenditure charged; the need for a procedure to address the insolvency of a Council as the Precept is usually the only substantial source of funds; and clarity on the application of the “Council Tax Freeze” for 2011-12. 
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