



MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL MEETING FOR THE PARISH OF YEOVIL WITHOUT HELD AT THE REFECTORY BLOCK, BUCKLERS MEAD SCHOOL, YEOVIL ON TUESDAY 30th  MARCH 2010 COMMENCING AT 7.00 P.M.

Members are reminded that the Council has general duty to consider the following matters in the exercise of any of its functions: Equal Opportunities (race, gender, sexual orientation, marital status and any disability) Crime & Disorder, Health & Safety and Human Rights.

1.
PRESENT: 

Mrs. Strong in the Chair, Mr Hill, Mrs Bartlett, Mrs. Botham, Mr. Bugler, 

Mrs. Bugler, Mrs Hone, Mrs Kendall, Mr Kingdon, Mr Snell, Mr Wilding 

2 Brethren  - District Council Roake  
To receive any apologies for absence and to consider acceptance of the reasons

Apologies for absence were received as follows and approved:

Mr Bailes – Work commitments
Not Present:
Mr Brown, Mr Wood, Mr Lock arrived at 7:09pm (Annual Meeting concluded at 7:05pm)

2. Minutes of the last Annual Parish Meeting held on 31st March  2009 which were confirmed at the Parish Council Meeting on 28th April 2009.
3.
Chairman’s review of the work of the Parish Council during the past year. As attached Report

4.
Clerk’s report on the Council’s finances. As attached Report

5.
Comments by Councillors serving as representatives of the Council on Committees/bodies.  As attached Reports

6.
Questions and comments from the floor. None

7.
Closure of meeting -   Meeting closed at 7.05 p.m.

Yeovil Without Parish Chairman’s Annual Report 2009 -2010
In December the Council agreed the Parish Precept for 2010-2011 to be £25,600, an increase of 1%.  This will be added to the District and County Council precept to become the Council Tax.  With the present national economic situation and possible reduced funding to local government parish councils may well be called upon to give more local support.

Grants - January is the month councillors decide on annual grant allocations, and as usual there was support for Victim Support, St Margarets Hospice (£2,000), Shopmobility, Friendship Group, Yeovil Freewheelers, Yeovil Marsh Newsletter, and South Somerset Voluntary & Community Action. In addition some new names, Yeovil Tennis Club, Westfield Community Association, Holiday at Home, Sutton Bingham & District Canoe Club.  As usual there was support for Citizens Advice Bureau (£1,000) and £2,000 has been set aside for the Birchfield Lighting of footpaths scheme, to be paid when work beings.  In June (2009) we paid the second (and last) grant of £10,000 to Fiveways Hydrotherapy Pool scheme.

Allotments – Following the extension we still have 21 plots, all occupied, and a short waiting list.  This year we have improved the access, providing a better turning space and increased parking.

Yeovil Marsh Telephone Kiosk - British Telecom have enquired again about retaining this kiosk, without a telephone.  Only parish councils can purchase these kiosks.  The council decided they did not want to retain it, but surveyed local residents, who raised a petition to keep it.  For this reason the decision was reversed.  A response has yet to be received.
Planning  - We seem to have had fewer applications.  Work has begun on the East of Lyde Road key site, but there are difficulties Councillors are aware of the problems this is creating and try to air them, and no doubt, this will continue for some years.
The Local Development Plan replaces the Structure Plan and there have been several Cluster meetings throughout the District.  Locally Yeovil Town and surrounding parishes form one cluster, and have to discuss where 5,000 dwellings should be located.  These are in addition to the already planned developments of East of Lyde Road, North of Thorne Lane and in Lufton in Brympton Parish. 

Grit Bins – after the bad weather in the New Year the Council are considering suitable places for grit bins. This will be protracted process and we may not be able to cover every road.

Throughout the year councillors represent the Council on various local committees.  During the year Mr Brassington resigned and Mrs Jo Hone has joined us by co-option.  I thank Councillors for their service and in particular the Vice Chairman, Alf Hill always available with advice and support. Our clerk continues to cope with our many day to day problems and impress us with the computer skills!

Barbara J Strong - Chairman

Abbey Community Association March 2009 – 2010

At the AGM in June Mr and Mrs Sturman stood down as chairman and treasurer. They had been the driving force behind the improvements to the hall and the lottery bid and have earned their retirement abroad.  Meetings have become monthly, and mostly cover finishing off work from the improvements and general domestic running matters.  In November, following an inspection the lottery authorities approved the way the grant had been spent for the benefit of the community.  The creation of the Parish Room has increased the booking income being used by a wide range of groups.  Recently the Treasurer has given notice that she cannot continue.  Local advertising has begun.  Brympton Parish Council is to begin using part of the Hall as a Parish Office.  Also they wish the hall to accommodate a new youth club for the parish.  As yet a suitable booking time has not been agreed.  It is a pity meetings are not well attended by user groups representatives.  Increases in the hourly hiring charges should be finalised in March.  More fund raising is required to build up a Reserve Fund.
Barbara J Strong

Yeovil Crematorium & Cemetery Committee March 2009 – 2010

Attended by Alf Hill and myself, these meetings are quarterly with the AGM in July when we visit both sites.  This enables the Committee to see completed work and discover future needs.  At every meeting the budget plan (10 years) is discussed, and usually has to be adjusted to cover necessary works.

Cemetery - Two stone walls had bulged and had to be corrected.  At the lodge internal decorations and improvements are in progress.  Also a ramp is to be constructed to access the front entrance.

At the Crematorium booking times have been changed, the period for the Service remain the same, but there is now extra time either side to ease congestion as people congregate before and after.  On both sites the maintenance and up grading is constant so that despite the occasion, the surroundings are as pleasing as possible.  This is to the credit of all the staff.
Barbara J Strong

Somerset Association of Local Council March 2009 – 2010

Attended by Robin Wilding and myself. During the AGM at the end of September we had an hour long session with Ken Maddock, the Chairman of Somerset County Council. He gave an explanation of the state of the County finances and the effect on future budgeting, culminating in the Council Tax for the coming year.  Much of the time was taken up answering parish representative’s questions.  Meetings are usually quarterly but the December one was abandoned.  Many representatives find December a difficult time to travel and expected Government regulations and changes had not been received.  It is at the SALC meetings these matters are explained and our opinions sought to aid the National debate.  These meeting have the added value of interchange between parish representatives which widen our understanding of parish problems.
Barbara J Strong

Birchfield Community Association - overview of meetings attended 2009
The main committee meetings are held three monthly normally, Margaret and Myself attend, the meetings which are usually of maintenance and domestic issues. A substantial amount of painting and decorating has been undertaken during the year to help maintain the standard for user groups.  To reduce costs this has mainly been undertaken by members. 

The installation of new boilers in the main kitchen has been completed by Atlas Heating at the cost of £2170, this will save money in the long term as both main halls can now be heated independently if both are not being used at the same time. 
The group has seems to have overcome the void in bookings due to the play groups being transferred to the Birchfield Community School towards the end of 2008. The latest financial report gave a very healthy balance in both current and deposit accounts. Overall this has being a good achievement, giving all the expenses and changes that have happened in the last year.

Changes in the Committee during the year,  Adrian Watkins (Treasurer) Clair Spencer (Secretary) 
Len Curran-Gibson (Vice Chairman), this seems to be working well with everyone pulling together to make the Association viable, and a benefit to the community.

Geoff Bugler

Westfield Community Association

Monthly meetings held now in the University Centre, 91 Preston Road.  Committee run by Chris Adcock (Chairman) and wife Annie Adcock (Vice Chairman) no secretary as yet.  Dinah Davies is treasurer.  Very good committee attendance.  SSDC attend regularly.  We launched our new WEB site last year, and had a successful make over to enhance the appearance of the local district, to make improvements and generally find out what needs to be done to encourage greater community spirit.  We supported Yeovil/southwest in bloom, when volunteers planted several hanging baskets and tubs.  Various rural events were held during the year.  The carol singers near Christmas were enjoyed.  Other events are being planned.
Audrey Bartlett

Woburn Almshouse
Outside windows and doors have been decorated.  The hall and stairs – inside painted.  Inside and outside it is looking very smart.  All the residents are keeping well.  Dec 7 2009 I went along to Woburn with two trustees to give the residents a Christmas card and gift.

Marie Botham

Yeovil Sports & Social Club Report
The two major improvements are now complete, i.e. football changing rooms and the conversion of the Lynsey room into a skittle alley.  They have also redecorated the main bar and hall.  

The football is still going strong along with youth teams they now also have a woman’s football team. 

They are the centre of youth and development, most school tennis courts were sold off. The tennis club 

Is looking to extend the number of courts, they have taken advice from the L.T.A and are now preparing a planning application to the SSDC.  The total cost as been estimated to about £125K. Therefore they now have to do a major grants request to all donating organisations.

The clubs financial base is now below £15,000.  The improvements for the youth development should keep them sound and should be encouraged to have greater ties with the local schools for the very young to start in community sports, as these centres are needed in tomorrows communities.  The annual three day sporting event will be held on May 29th, 30th & 31st 2010.

A J Hill

Clerks Financial Report for Yeovil Without Parish Council 2009/2010

	Budget 09/10
	Receipts as at                    23 Feb 10
	Estimated Receipts due 09/10
	Receipts
	Last Year
	Total Estimated Receipts due 09/10

	
	
	
	
	2008/2009
	

	£534.00
	£706.13
	£0.00
	Allotments
	£563.89
	£706.13

	£25,316.00
	£25,316.00
	£0.00
	General Precept
	£29,824.63
	£25,316.00

	£25,000.00
	£22,903.70
	£0.00
	Burial Precept
	£22,944.37
	£22,903.70

	£7,150.00
	£7,150.00
	£0.00
	Crematorium Rent
	£7,150.00
	£7,150.00

	£2,000.00
	£4,502.49
	£0.00
	Interest & Dividends
	£4,295.16
	£4,502.49

	£1,000.00
	£1,905.63
	£0.00
	VAT repayment 
	£1,111.85
	£1,905.63

	£0.00
	£75.00
	£0.00
	Other Income
	£100.00
	£75.00

	£61,000.00
	£62,558.95
	£0.00
	Total  Receipts
	£65,989.90
	£62,558.95

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Budget 09/10
	 Payments as at                    23 Feb 10
	Estimated payments due 09/10
	Payments
	Last Year
	Total Estimated

payments

due 09/10

	
	
	
	
	2008/2009
	

	£2,000.00
	£3,098.11
	£180.00
	Allotments
	£4,634.92
	£3,278.11

	£25,000.00
	£11,472.19
	£11,431.51
	Cemetery Maintenance
	£22,944.36
	£22,903.70

	£1,000.00
	£393.82
	£550.00
	Recreation
	£935.12
	£943.82

	£16,000.00
	£10,065.20
	£939.66
	Clerks Salary
	£11,742.27
	£11,004.86

	£5,000.00
	£4,011.87
	£363.02
	PAYE 
	£4,982.39
	£4,374.89

	£1,500.00
	£1,081.41
	£200.00
	Office Expenses (postage, mileage, stationery, use of office etc)
	£1,852.40
	£1,281.41

	£400.00
	£297.00
	£27.00
	Meeting Room
	£324.00
	£324.00

	£2,000.00
	£1,851.08
	£0.00
	Insurances
	£1,949.02
	£1,851.08

	£1,250.00
	£1,229.00
	£0.00
	Subscriptions
	£1,117.50
	£1,229.00

	£500.00
	£343.40
	£0.00
	Office Equipment, software upgrades (website) data protection
	£332.99
	£343.40

	£1,000.00
	£0.00
	£0.00
	Quality Parish Training
	£0.00
	£0.00

	£700.00
	£105.60
	£0.00
	Clerks & Councilors Training & Publication & Clerks Conference
	£767.00
	£105.60

	£650.00
	£629.00
	£0.00
	Audit Charges
	£606.25
	£629.00

	£4,000.00
	£13,625.00
	£0.00
	Section 137 grants
	£14,600.00
	£13,625.00

	£1,000.00
	£1,000.00
	£0.00
	Grants not in Section 137
	£5,520.00
	£1,000.00

	£0.00
	£0.00
	£0.00
	Miscellaneous Projects
	£0.00
	£0.00

	£0.00
	£0.00
	£0.00
	Street Furniture
	£2,636.85
	£0.00

	£1,000.00
	£0.00
	£0.00
	Elections
	£0.00
	£0.00

	£2,000.00
	£0.00
	£0.00
	Newsletter
	£1,506.86
	£0.00

	£1,000.00
	£558.56
	£31.50
	Vat incurred on payments 
	£1,905.63
	£590.06

	£66,000.00
	£49,761.24
	£13,722.69
	Total  Expenses
	£78,357.56
	£63,483.93

	
	
	 
	
	
	

	
	
	
	 Balances
	2008/2009
	2009/2010

	
	
	
	Surplus/Deficit
	-£12,367.66
	-£924.98

	
	
	
	b/fwd balance
	£117,183.64
	£104,815.98

	
	
	
	c/fwd balance
	£104,815.98
	£103,891.00


Last year we reduced the precept by £4,508, and overall our expenses have nearly balanced with our expenditure this year.  


