MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL MEETING FOR THE PARISH OF YEOVIL WITHOUT HELD AT THE REFECTORY BLOCK, BUCKLERS MEAD SCHOOL, YEOVIL ON TUESDAY 29th   MARCH 2011 COMMENCING AT 7.00 P.M.

Members are reminded that the Council has general duty to consider the following matters in the exercise of any of its functions: Equal Opportunities (race, gender, sexual orientation, marital status and any disability) Crime & Disorder, Health & Safety and Human Rights.

1.   Present: 

Mrs Strong in the Chair, Mr Hill, Mr Bailes, Mrs Botham, Mr Brown, Mr Bugler,  Mrs Kendall, Mr Lock,
Mr Wilding, Mr Wood (arrived 7.09pm)

Parishioners:  1 Brethren – Comments None  

To receive any apologies for absence and to consider acceptance of the reasons

Apologies for absence were received as follows and approved:

Mrs Bartlett – Holiday, Mrs Bugler – Health reasons, Mr Kingdon – Health reasons

Not Present:

Mr Snell arrived at 7:20pm (Annual Meeting concluded at 7:10pm), Mrs Hone

2. Minutes of the last Annual Parish Meeting held on 30th March 2010 which were confirmed at the Parish Council Meeting on 27th April 2010.

3.
Chairman’s review of the work of the Parish Council during the past year. As attached Report

4.
Comments by Councillors serving as representatives of the Council on Committees/bodies. As attached Reports
5.
Clerk’s report on the Council’s finances. As attached Report
6.
Questions and comments from the floor. None
7.
Closure of meeting -   Meeting closed at 7.10 p.m.

Yeovil Without Parish Council Annual Reports 2011

Chairman’s Annual Report 2010 – 2012
Most people looking back on 2010 will probably remember the snow, first at the beginning of 2010 and again towards the end of year.  As already reported in the previous annual report we had already determined to provide grit boxes. Over the year we purchased 14 bins, all but three are in place.  We cannot place any more until we can be assured Highways are able to fill them and we have a waiting list for more. The cost was over £2,500 and it is fortunate we had the funds to pay for this.
At the end of the year we finalised our precept for 2011 – 2012 to be £26,400, an increase of 0.48p for a band D property. In addition about £23,000 will be added as our share of the Cemetery deficit.

Planning – the East of Lyde Road Key Site has begun now divided into separate parcels. We were invited to propose street names and some have been accepted.  We have produced an A4 Parish information sheet to be included in the developer’s “Welcome Pack”.  In November our Council and Brympton Parish Council had a joint meeting with developer for a presentation of the North of 

Thorn Lane Key site. This was followed by a public display at Johnson Park.  Now this March we have receive the plans from the Planning Department and have now held a Special Parish council meeting fro public consultation. In addition a significant development at the Brimsmore Garden Centre has approved. We continue to deal with domestic planning applications.
In January we dealt with grant applications.  The largest amount £2,000 went to St Margarets Hospice. Others receiving £100 were Westfield Community Association, Yeovil & District CVS,  The Friendship Group, Yeovil Marsh Newsletter and St Peters Church, Ilchester Gems Majorette Troupe received £50, Age Concern £150 and Streetfest £200.  South Somerset Citizens Advice Bureau received £500 under section 142 of LGA 1972.  Following the proposed County and District Council cuts in grants the Council is aware application for grants could increase and we may have to review the procedure.  Looking through the year’s minutes it would seem we do very little, but it is also evident how long it takes to get anything done.  An example is an extra bus shelter in Runnymede Road, no longer to be funded by a previous adjacent developer.  The Council is now looking to fund this and see it installed soon.  We continue to donate to the British Legion and participate in Remembrance Sunday in Yeovil.  
We were delighted in May when our Clerk achieved her CiLCA qualification after a long study period.  Barbara continues to work on our behalf with great energy and enthusiasm.  This makes my task much easier and we work together very well.  
This is the last year of this Council with Local Election on 5th May. I thank the Councillors for their attendance to business and in particular our Vice Chairman, Alf Hill who gives me great support and advice.

Barbara J Strong
Somerset Association of Local Councils – March 2010 – 2011
There are quarterly meetings usually attended by Robin Wilding and myself.  Due to the change of Government following the June General Election, there are many matters notified but not finalised.  This has made it difficult for the Secretary, Peter Lacy, to explain to us proposed changes in Local Government. Still not finally detailed, and often it is unclear if it applies to Parish Councils.  Two definite decisions are abolition of the Standards Board and the Audit Commission. The AGM in September was a different format beginning at 10am and lasting three hours.  The main speaker was the County Council Chief Executive who detailed the implications of the Country’s deficit and the cuts to come.

Barbara J Strong
Yeovil Crematorium and Cemetery Committee March 2010 – 2011
Quarterly meetings attended by myself and Alf Hill.  The AGM is held in June when we hold a business meeting first, then visited the Crematorium. We agreed to increase the fees by 2% from April 2011 for burials and cremations. To mark the Crematorium 40th anniversary there will be an Open Day on 10th April 2011. The service times have been extended to allow time clear the Chapel and surrounds before the next service is due to begin. 

Barbara J Strong
Abbey Community Association March 2010 – 2011
Usually monthly meetings with the AGM in June to be changed to September in future. Now there is a new Treasurer, but the problems continue, especially the high gas and electricity bills.  Soon we hope to change suppliers. Also solar panels are being considered, but no decision yet until we have the final costs and benefits keeping the facilities in good repair is a constant problem. Some extra repayment has been paid to help reduce the repayments. 

Barbara J Strong

In addition there have been other meetings including Cluster meetings, with many other councillors we had to discuss where the Eco town for 5,000 homes should be developed.  Still not finalised but causing some councils great concern.  In April I attended a large meeting of people interested in sport, and later a public display of possible sites for a Sports Zone. Final naming yet to come. I continue to attend Area South monthly meetings,

Barbara J Strong

Woburn Almshouse
One of the flats became vacant. We interviewed a husband and wife and they were offered the flat. They soon settled in and are very happy.

The painting of the outside was completed. Then the decorators painted the hall and the staircase. It all looks very smart.

The gardener retired and we had to find a new one. He is keeping the garden looking very nice. At long last we were given permission to remove a Holly Bush. It was costing us a lot of money we had to keep having the wall repaired; it was growing by the wall and the roots were doing the damage. December the Mayor and I visited the residents. We gave out Christmas Cards and gifts; it was the Mayors first visit. I must say the Mayor was very impressed and enjoyed his visit. One of our residents was 95 years on Dec 10th.
Marie Botham

Tree Warden
All funding has been withdrawn from SSDC, but we all voted to still meet up with Phil Poulton at different venues throughout the year, at our own expense.

Citizens Advice Bureau 

I attended the opening of the new premises, which has much 
better facilities for their clients. This year has been a very busy one for them and more volunteers have been recruited to help with the workload.


John Knowles Foundation
I was on holiday when the meeting was held, but I did have the applications sent to me to read. As usual most were from the college and were successful.

Margaret Kendall
Birchfield Community Association overview of meetings attended 2010.
A substantial amount of money has been spent during 2010, this has mainly been used for upgrading existing equipment, but also included replacing the boiler to enable the two main halls to be heated independently. This has help reduce the increasing cost of gas and electric. Both halls have been decorated to a high standard, no further hall repairs or projects will be able to take place for the foreseeable future, as financially,  the Association can not afford it. Income is down over £9000 from last financial year, this is due to some groups that have not paid their rents; the outstanding bills are in the region of £2000. An effort is being made to address this unsatisfactory situation. 
The year started with strong Committee support but towards the latter part of the year this dwindled and events were cancelled due to the lack of support, these included cash bingo, car boot sale and New Year’s Eve function. This was despite the fact that all members were made aware of the need for urgency of raising funds, hopefully the new year will bring new members into the committee with some commitment to support the association 

Geoff Bugler

Yeovil Sports Club Johnson Park

The sports club had a good year, The finances are on a surplus with a number of up-grades being completed, i.e. Car Park, Skittle Alley, Changing Rooms. They have received a donation towards an upgrade to Lounge Bar. The support given by the Parish Council has added more activity by youth from around Yeovil Without, Town and Brympton. They are now looking for support to enlarge the tennis grounds as more schools who have no facilities for tennis wish use those in Johnson Park and will meet the extra demand of the area. Which will have a more useful centre for sport. They now have eighteen sections using the club.
A J Hill
Westfield Community Association
The meetings of the Westfield Community Association held every month at the Community Centre in Preston Road, Yeovil and is always well attended by WCA member and residents.  Community Officials always attend including the local communities police officers. 
The association is organised by Chris Adcock Chairperson and his wife Anne who act as Secretary. Dinah Davis is the treasurer and Rosie Keynes is the minute secretary. The meetings last two hours and the agenda gives an opportunity for everyone to voice their opinions on the local issues of faculties for young people, tackling litter, the need of a Post Office. A new newsletter will be delivered by the Scouts during March.  Last year there was a local “clean up” when a general tidy up took place in Westfield. A few social events took place were supported by local residents, including carol singing at Christmas. Lots of new things happening this year, it is a pleasure to be part of such a caring Community working for the local people.
Audrey Bartlett
Clerks Financial Report for Yeovil Without Parish Council 2010/2011
This financial year our expenses have reduced, with few projects and less grants we will carry a surplus of just over £5,000 into next year. Due to the current financial climate interest receipts are significantly down on last year, and expect this to remain unchanged for the coming year. We go into next year with a balance of £109,000 (approx) of which £41,300.00 is earmarked expenditure. 
	Receipts
	Last Year
	This Year
	
	Difference
	
	

	
	2009/2010
	1 Apr 10 - 23 Mar 11
	
	Last Year v         This Year
	
	

	Allotments
	£706.13
	£420.83
	
	-£          285.30 
	
	

	General Precept
	£25,316.00
	£25,600.00
	
	 £           284.00 
	
	

	Burial Precept
	£22,903.70
	£22,926.87
	
	 £             23.17 
	
	

	Crematorium Rent
	£7,150.00
	£7,150.00
	
	 £                   -   
	
	

	Interest & Dividends
	£4,589.79
	£878.13
	
	-£        3,711.66 
	
	

	VAT repayment 
	£1,905.63
	£702.73
	
	-£        1,202.90 
	
	

	Other Income
	£75.00
	£0.00
	
	-£             75.00 
	
	

	Total  Receipts
	£62,646.25
	£57,678.56
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Payments
	Last Year
	This Year
	
	Budget 
	Difference Budget v Actual
	

	
	2009/2010
	1 Apr 10 - 23 Mar 11
	
	2010/2011
	
	

	Allotments
	£3,278.11
	£327.90
	
	£2,000.00
	£1,672.10
	 underspend 

	Cemetery 
	£22,903.70
	£22,926.86
	
	£25,000.00
	£2,073.14
	 underspend 

	Recreation
	£393.82
	£904.26
	
	£1,000.00
	£95.74
	 underspend 

	Clerks Salary
	£11,004.86
	£12,518.82
	
	£12,000.00
	-£518.82
	 overspend 

	PAYE 
	£4,374.89
	£4,067.33
	
	£5,000.00
	£932.67
	 underspend 

	Office Expenses (postage, mileage, stationery, use of office etc)
	£1,556.86
	£1,045.62
	
	£2,000.00
	£954.38
	 underspend 

	Meeting Room
	£324.00
	£324.00
	
	£400.00
	£76.00
	 underspend 

	Insurances
	£1,851.08
	£1,588.55
	
	£2,000.00
	£411.45
	 underspend 

	Subscriptions
	£1,229.00
	£1,238.15
	
	£1,500.00
	£261.85
	 underspend 

	Office Equipment, software upgrades (website) data protection
	£343.40
	£166.07
	
	£500.00
	£333.93
	 underspend 

	Quality Parish Training
	£0.00
	£0.00
	
	£1,000.00
	£1,000.00
	 underspend 

	Clerks & Councilors Training & Publication & Clerks Conference
	£105.60
	£40.00
	
	£500.00
	£460.00
	 underspend 

	Audit Charges
	£569.00
	£589.00
	
	£700.00
	£111.00
	 underspend 

	Section 137 grants
	£13,625.00
	£2,925.00
	
	£3,000.00
	£75.00
	 underspend 

	Grants not in Section 137
	£1,000.00
	£500.00
	
	£500.00
	£0.00
	 underspend 

	Miscellaneous Projects
	£0.00
	£0.00
	
	£0.00
	£0.00
	 underspend 

	Street Furniture
	£0.00
	£2,364.00
	
	£0.00
	-£2,364.00
	 overspend 

	Elections
	£0.00
	£0.00
	
	£1,000.00
	£1,000.00
	 underspend 

	Newsletter
	£0.00
	£0.00
	
	£2,000.00
	£2,000.00
	 underspend 

	Vat incurred on payments 
	£702.73
	£723.33
	
	£800.00
	£76.67
	 underspend 

	Total  Expenses
	£63,262.05
	£52,248.89
	
	£60,900.00
	 
	

	
	
	 
	
	
	
	

	 Balances
	Last Year
	This Year
	
	
	
	

	
	2009/2010
	1 Apr 10 - 23 Mar 11
	
	
	
	

	 Receipts 
	£62,646.25
	£57,678.56
	
	
	
	

	Payments
	£63,262.05
	£52,248.89
	
	
	
	

	Surplus/Deficit 
	-£        615.80 
	 £      5,429.67 
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	2009/2010
	2010/2011
	
	
	
	

	b/fwd balance
	 £   104,815.98 
	 £   104,200.18 
	
	
	
	

	balance plus surplus/deficit
	-£615.80
	 £       5,429.67 
	
	
	
	

	Carried forward
	 £ 104,200.18 
	 £ 109,629.85
	
	
	
	


