MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING OF YEOVIL WITHOUT PARISH COUNCIL HELD IN THE REFECTORY BLOCK, BUCKLERS MEAD COMMUNITY SCHOOL, ST. JOHNS ROAD, YEOVIL ON TUESDAY, 1ST AUGUST 2006 COMMENCING AT 7.30 P.M.

Members are reminded that the Council has general duty to consider the following matters in the exercise of any of its functions: Equal Opportunities (race, gender, sexual orientation, marital status and any disability) Crime & Disorder, Health & Safety and Human Rights.

OPEN SESSION

FOR YEOVIL WITHOUT PARISHIONERS ONLY

2 Parishioners

16. PRESENT:
Mrs. Strong in the Chair, Mr. Hill, Mrs. Botham, Mr. Brassington, Mrs. Hone, Mr. Kingdon, Mr. Lock, Mr. Wilding, Mr. Wood

District Councillor Mr. Roake

To receive any apologies for absence and to consider acceptance of the reasons

Apologies for absence were received as follows and approved:

Mr. Brown work commitments

Mrs. Kendall recovering from operation

Mr. Penny work commitments

Mr. Hughes-Williams long term sick

Mrs. Tomsett family commitments

Mr. Snell

District Councillor Mr. Hann

17.
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 27th June 2006 which had been circulated to members in draft form, were taken as read, confirmed and signed.

18.
Declaration of Interest

Mrs. Botham  and Mr. Kingdon 4(ii) 06/02470/FUL Church Hall Yeovil Marsh personal and prejudicial as member of the PCC.

Chairman’s Remarks

The Clerk following her operation has returned from sick leave but is unable to drive for at present. 

19.
 NEW PLANNING APPLICATIONS FOR CONSIDERATION

(i) 06/02198/FUL The division of existing three bedroom dwellinghouse into 2 No. flats 182 Larkhill Road Yeovil Somerset BA21 3LH. No objection and recommend approval.

Mrs. Botham and Mr. Kingdon having declared an interest left the meeting.

(ii) 06/02470/FUL The erection of extension to church hall.  Church Hall Yeovil Marsh Yeovil Somerset BA21 3QG. No objection and recommend approval.  Suggest that specific consideration be given to the external finish to the new toilets to match the rest of the building.

Mrs. Botham and Mr. Kingdon returned to the meeting.  

(iii) 06/00505/LBC Conversion of dairy and outbuilding into additional living accommodation.  Carents Farm Yeovil Marsh Yeovil Somerset BA21 3QE.  Amendments – Alteration to the north elevation. Reduction of glazed frontage and inclusion of a small upper floor window.  No objection and recommend approval.

(iv) 06/02347/FUL The erection of a conservatory.  54 Tower Road Yeovil Somerset BA21 4NQ. No objection and recommend approval.

(v) 06/02464/FUL Enlargement of existing porch at front of dwellinghouse.  30 Rivers Road Yeovil Somerset BA21 5RJ.  No objection and recommend approval

(vi) 06/02465/FUL Enlargement of existing porch at front of dwellinghouse.  32 Rivers Road Yeovil Somerset BA21 5RJ. No objection and recommend approval

PLANNING APPLICATIONS CONSIDERED (UNDER STANDING ORDER NO. 76(2)) PRIOR TO MEETING TO COMPLY WITH PLANNING OFFICE DEADLINES.

(i)
06/01730/FUL Erection of porch to front of property, double extension to rear of property and to modernise interior.  32 Eliotts Drive Yeovil Somerset BA21 3NN.  Minor amendment - alteration to western elevation.  No objection. Noted.

PLANNING APPLICATIONS NOTIFIED BUT NOT YET RECEIVED BY PARISH COUNCIL

None

And to consider any applications received since the preparation of the Agenda on which comments are required before the next meeting.

Two Tree Preservation Orders received on 1st August 2006 for 114 and 118 Gainsborough Way.  Given to Mr. Wilding on 1st August and if necessary to be considered under Standing Order No. 76(2) prior to the next Parish Council Meeting on 29th August 2006 and comments sent to Planning Department.

20(a)
PLANNING DECISIONS:


(i) 06/01458/FUL The erection of a single storey extension to rear of dwelling 337 St. Michaels Avenue Yeovil Somerset BA21 4ND.  Granted.

(ii) 06/01676/FUL The replacement of existing roof to form rooms in roofspace.  19 Stone Lane Yeovil Somerset BA21 4NN.  Granted.

Noted.

The Clerk reported that 06/01840/FUL Alteration and erection of three extensions to existing house Windy Bottom Yeovil Marsh BA21 3QB had been refused.

20 (b)
PLANNING CORRESPONDENCE:

Letter from Mudford Parish Council regarding application 0601953/CPO Town and Country Planning Act 1990 Tipping of inert waste to fill in contours at Sock Hill Mudford Sock Yeovil Somerset Grid Ref 356767-119063.  Application has now been initially withdrawn.

21.
MATTERS ARISING:
(a) Provision of dog bins.  Both the recently purchased dog bins have been installed by SSDC and collections arranged as necessary.  Parishioners have contacted Mr. Wilding and thanked him and the Parish Council for the installation of these bins. 

(b) Boundary Review Update.  Lengthy discussions on future action to be taken.  The date of the review of the Yeovil Without Parish has been moved forward to 18th September at 9.30 a.m.  Any changes to the parish will be considered by the Boundary Review Committee, then the Executive Committee followed by public consultation, back to SSDC and recommendations for all changes throughout South Somerset will then go to Secretary of State for the final decision.  Concern expressed over the procedures for the meeting of 18th September and a letter to be written to the Chief Executive of SSDC expressing these concerns.  Clerk to ascertain whether the Parish Council is able to obtain legal advice.  The Working Party is to meet prior to the next Parish Council Meeting on 29th August.

(c) Bus shelter maintenance – As previously agreed arrangements are being made by SSDC for quarterly cleaning of the 4 bus shelters in Runnymede Road, Wessex Road, Greenwood Road, Cavalier Way at a cost of £11 per shelter per visit.  The conventional concrete/stone shelters at Hundredstone and the bottom of Coppitts Hill are also to be included but at present the cost is not known.

(d) South West Regional Assembly Draft Regional Spatial Strategy for discussions at 1st August 2006 Parish Council Meeting. This document has been circulated to all Parish Councillors.  Our only comment is that decision will not be made locally and to our benefit.  SSDC Area South Committee have yet to decide how to respond to this document.

(e) SSDC Annual Inspection, repairs and maintenance of Johnson Park Play Area.  Dave Allen is to provide estimate of works to be undertaken to address all the items on the SSDC weekly inspection.  He is to meet with Mr. Hill who queried that he had already undertaken the cleaning off of the graffiti and replaced the missing bolt.  He is to check again that these are not new items to be dealt with.

(f) Highway repairs throughout the Parish.  Following the Parish Council’s list of faults Somerset Highways have issued a works request for patching the following roads within the next three months.  Thornton Road/Wessex Road, Greenwood Road, Elliotts Drive, Mudford Rec/Combe St Lane, Lyde Road, Lower Fairmead Road

(g) Allotment maintenance.  Mr. Macey has dealt with the ragwort on the allotments and will be sending an invoice in due course.  Mr. Lock informed the Parish Council that he had started clearing allotments 10 and 11.

(h) Rights of Way Workshop 26.9.06 Mr. Lock and Mr. Snell to attend.  Reminders sent to both.

(i) Matters received by the Clerk since the publication of the Agenda. 

(a) A Parishioner reported overflowing recycling bins at Sunningdale Car Park.  This is actually in the Town Council area but does affect our Parishioners.  This has now been dealt with however Mr. Wilding reported that this is on ongoing problem in particular with the plastic bottle bank.  Request SSDC for more frequent emptying.

Mr. Roake left the meeting at 9 p.m.

(b) Mobile Library questionnaire to be completed.  Mr. Hill to ascertain route at Yeovil Library.

22.
CORRESPONDENCE:

· Mr. J. Shedden – reply sent.  A further letter received.  The Chairman explained the difficulties and cost of delivering a newsletter to every household in the Parish.  It is one of the criteria to comply with being a Quality Parish Council that a newsletter be produced. 

· Mr. M. Shorter re cycle track maintenance – reported to County Highways.  Mr. Shorter’s suggestion regarding a litter bin outside the Church Hall has been taken on board by the Rector and the Parish Council.  The Clerk to ascertain most suitable bin and to confirm collection by SSDC from bin on installation.

· Confirmation of adoption of footpath together with lighting between Lyde Road and Fairmead Road.  Noted.  This has taken several years and without the persistence of the Parish Council would not have be adopted. 

·  SSDC Youth, Arts and Play Survey – Youth football and tennis at Yeovil Sports and Social Club Johnson Park.  All other facilities are provided outside of our Parish.

23.
FINANCIAL MATTERS:
(a) Receipts and payments July 2006

Receipts

No.
Payments



Balances
 £ 173,722.01 
1356
SCC - Meeting Room
 £         28.00 


Interest Reserve Acc
 £       259.29 
1357
Dinah Cheek - Salary & Expenses
 £       970.79 


Interest Bonus Saver
 £       248.50 
1358
Inland Revenue - PAYE
 £       306.67 


Quarterly Bonus
 £       191.69 
1359
JRB - Dog Bin
 £       186.83 


Tax Refund
 £       727.16 
1360
SLCC - Clerks Conference
 £       340.00 


VAT Refund
 £     1,410.03 
1361
Smart Cartridge - Stationery
 £         46.94 
 £             -   

Halifax Bond Interest
 £       791.10 



 £    1,879.23 




Balances c/f




   

Current A/C
 £       500.00 





Bus Res A/C
 £  19,698.82 





Halifax No. 1 Closed 30.9.04
 £              -   





Halifax No. 3 Closed 30.9.04
 £              -   





Halifax Gratuity Fund Closed 30.9.04
 £              -   





Nat West Bonus Saver opened 30.9.04
 £107,608.37 





Halifax High Interest Bond
 £  37,048.11 





Co-op High Interest Bond
 £  10,615.25 
 £             -   




NOTE

 £175,470.55 




 £24,200 of the above is a separate Crematorium Fund






£3,287.83  of the above is a separate Gratuity Fund






£33,000 of the above is a separate Play Area 




 £              -   

Refurbishment/replacement fund

 £             -   

 
 £ 177,349.78 

Halifax Shares at 28.5.99 1,092 20p. Shares

 £177,349.78 

CAPITAL FUND






Total Capital Fund as at 1st April

2004

 £   2,431.20 


Final Payment for Alvington



 £  14,835.11 


Less Grant to Birchfield Community Centre



-£    5,000.00 






 £ 12,266.31 


Allocated but not yet paid from Capital Fund






Yeovil Marsh Church Hall



 £  25,000.00 


As set out in the 8(b) of the Minutes of 27th June 2006 the Clerk’s claim for mileage allowance is now 40p. per mile rather than the 52.7p. and no tax and national insurance are due on the 40p. per mile

Mr. Lock left the meeting at 9.20p.m.

(b) Yeovil Crematorium & Cemetery Committee capital financing.  Copy of Page 3 of the Minutes of meeting held on 12th July 2006 gives details of agreement to be set up between SSDC and the Yeovil Crematorium and Cemetery Committee. (Attached)  It was agreed that the funds from Yeovil Without Parish Council’s  11% ownership of the Crematorium should remain in place.

(c)
Insurances – quotation with regard to increase in the Libel and Slander Insurance still awaited.
(c) Clerks & Councils direct subscription renewal.  Agreed 4 copies as previously.  1 for the Clerk, 1 to be circulated, 1 copy each for the Chairman and Vice Chairman.

24.
NEW ITEMS:

(a) Review and financing of Police Community Support Officers.  The policing areas are to align with ward boundaries and the PCSO provision is not finalised.  Yeovil Without Ward currently has Dave Fahey as the beat manager and is covered by PCSO’s Beth Poole and Adam Goff.  The Sector Inspector for this area is Mike Edwards.  The Home Office will be providing 100% of the costs on the new recruits (68 in number) until March 2008 when their contribution will drop to 75% At that point the projected total cost for each PCSO will be £27,000.  Clerk to ascertain contribution which may be provided by Yeovil Without Parish Council

(b) SSDC Draft South Somerset Sport and Recreation Built Facilities Assessment Report.  Copies of pages 182-196, copy of article from Western Gazette and Mr. Hill’s summary to be sent to all for discussion at 29th August meeting.

25. REPORTS:

AGM Yeovil Sports and Social Club 27.6.2006.

The main item on the agenda was whether the club was to be sold to raise funds for the SSDC Sports Strategy, or to stay as it is.  The trustees had stated they would support the unanimous verdict of the members and had made the decision to keep the status quo, for the present.

The club was now running at a small profit and had spent £13,000 on refurbishing the toilets, and new carpets.  There were two main problems, in the near future, the priority requirement for new changing rooms and the Trustees were now down to three in number.  The Board of Management had submitted two names to join the Trustees but no reply had been received as yet.  Unless new changing rooms were found they could lose up to six football teams which would have a knock on effect.  

Brian Rowlands had resigned as secretary due to ill health, the new President is John Raymond, whilst the rest of the officials were re-elected.  Brian remained on the Board of Management.

Roger Brassington.

Crematorium & Cemetery Committee AGM 12th July 2006

Attended by Vice Chairman Alf Hill and myself.

This meeting starts earlier at 6 p.m. to enable the Committee to walk the Cemetery and Crematorium sites afterwards.

Ruth Kendall and Julian Freke were re-elected Chairman and Vice Chairman respectively.  The meeting took longer than usual because SSDC want to take money from the Crematorium reserves into their revenue.  SSDC own 89% of the Crematorium and Yeovil Without the remaining 11%.  This item was at short notice to the Clerk.  He had Emailed questions and these answers came as an extra item, which we debated.  Donna Parham, Head of Finance (SSDC) was present.  Alf and I and Brympton objected to this.  The situation will be explained at the Parish Council meeting (1.8.2006).  A resolution was put together on which we could vote, as it included our reservations, but our Council needs to make decisions.

The financial accounts for 2005/06 were approved.  Attached to the Agenda was the Local Ombudsman’s report on the safety of memorials in cemeteries and a report on how to manage unstable memorials.  Unlike other cemeteries most of the unstable headstones are supported, and kept upright.  We agreed our present policy should continue and be discussed at the meeting in April 2007.  Other extra capital items concerning the Crematorium were discussed on site.

We adjourned first to the Cemetery where we saw the new railings at the Westfield end, now closed.  These are very handsome and blend in well.  We also looked at the special area where ashes may be deposited with a headstone.  Finally the new toilet block by the main gates.  This has a disabled access and is only open when funerals take place.

At the Crematorium we considered how capacity in the Chapel could be increased.  Removing the “bench” seating and replacing with chairs with a book rack at the back of each chair could be the answer.  The reception area where the mourning relatives gather is necessary but could be used as a temporary overflow, with speakers already installed.  Only 3.4% of total funerals produce this problem.  We also looked at the need for a fire escape route from the Chapel.  The heavy entrance doors cannot be changed to open outwards so the solution may be to create a new fire exit with a safe route.  These matters will be costed and presented to the Committee later.  The Bluebell field is now an attractive wild flower meadow with mowed paths and donated seating.  The memorial rose garden now has roses flowering.  The new security railings to the rear are very attractive. 

Both sites look very attractive and the staff are rightly proud of their appearance and they were congratulated.

The meeting ended 9 p.m.

Barbara J. Strong

THE FOLLOWING PART OF THE AGENDA WILL BE DEALT WITH AS TIME ALLOWS

26.
LIST OF ITEMS DISTRIBUTED AND AVAILABLE SINCE LAST MEETING:
· Somerset County Council case studies booklet “Making a Difference”

· SSDC District Wide Parking Strategy Study Report Version 5.4 Consultation Draft

· Local Council Review Magazine July 2006

· Clerks & Councils Direct July 2006

· South Somerset Countryside News and Events Programme July 2006

· Yeovil Crematorium and Cemetery Committee Minutes Meeting 12th July 2006

· South Somerset Homes Newsletter Summer 2006

Noted.

26. URGENT BUSINESS ARISING AFTER THE PREPARATION OF THIS AGENDA, WHICH THE CHAIRMAN AGREES TO TAKE AS URGENT.  SUCH MATTERS WILL BE FOR NOTING OR DEFERRAL TO A FUTURE MEETING ONLY.

None

28.
NEXT MEETING: 

PLEASE NOTE THE NEXT MEETING IS AT 7.30 P.M. ON TUESDAY 29th AUGUST IN THE REFECTORY BLOCK, BUCKLERS MEAD COMMUNITY SCHOOL, ST. JOHNS ROAD, YEOVIL 

Meeting closed at 10.05p.m.
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