MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING OF YEOVIL WITHOUT PARISH COUNCIL HELD IN THE REFECTORY BLOCK, BUCKLERS MEAD COMMUNITY SCHOOL, ST. JOHNS ROAD, YEOVIL ON TUESDAY, 23rd JANUARY 2007 COMMENCING AT 7.30 P.M.

Members are reminded that the Council has general duty to consider the following matters in the exercise of any of its functions: Equal Opportunities (race, gender, sexual orientation, marital status and any disability) Crime & Disorder, Health & Safety and Human Rights.

OPEN SESSION

FOR YEOVIL WITHOUT PARISHIONERS ONLY

PCSO Andrea Bowditch sent her apologies as unable to attend the meeting as usual.  Parishioners have contacted the Chairman, Mrs. Strong with regard to parking on the corner of Boundary Close and Coronation Avenue which obstructs the junction.  Letter received from Yeovil Town Council with regard to vehicles parking near to the junction of Lyde Road and Runnymede Road obstructing visibility when exiting the first cul-de-sac on Runnymede Road.  Mrs Hone reported that a bicycle had been dumped in the front garden of 64 Larkhill several months previously and despite numerous calls to Yeovil Police Station and promises that it would be collected nothing has happened.  Report these matters to PCSO and request action.

Applicants for application 06/04722/FUL but did not wish to make any comment.

2 Parishioners who wish to thank the Parish Council for their input with regard to the outline application for the Gospel Hall which the District Council recently approved with conditions.

Mr. Dave Norris Planning Officer in attendance

94. 
PRESENT:
Mrs. Strong in the Chair, Mr. Hill, Mr. Brassington, Mrs. Hone, Mrs. Kendall, Mr. Kingdon, Mr. Lock, Mrs Tomsett, Mr. Wilding, Mr. Wood.

District Councillor Mr. Roake

To receive any apologies for absence and to consider acceptance of the reasons

Apologies for absence were received as follows and approved:

Mrs. Botham – convalescing

District Councillor Mr. Hann

County Councillor Mrs. Hunt

Not present:

Mr. Brown

Mr. Snell

95.
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 12th December 2006 which had been circulated to members in draft form, were taken as read, confirmed and signed. 

96. Declaration of Interest

Mr. Hill in respect of Grant applications personal and prejudicial interest as Chairman of Camelot Credit Union

Mrs. Kendall in respect of Grant applications personal and prejudicial interest as member of the Friendship Group

Chairman’s Remarks

Democracy Packs have been handed to all Parish Councillors present which give very useful information with regard to the District and Parish Elections on 3rd May 2007, the duties and responsibilities of Parish Councillors.  A timetable of Workshops for new Parish Councillors is also included.

Mr. Doug Hughes-Williams has resigned with immediate effect.  Clerk to write letter of thanks and to wish him well for the future.

97.
 NEW PLANNING APPLICATIONS FOR CONSIDERATION

(i) 06/01050/OUT Residential development of land together with new primary school, riverside park and associated infrastructure and landscaping.  Key Site Lyde Road Yeovil Somerset BA21 5HR.  We are unable to comment constructively until the reserved matters application is received giving detailed information on layout and types of dwelling etc.  Our only comments at present are that the roads within the development need to accommodate bus routes and the lack of any facilities.

(ii) 07/00018/FUL Erection of one residential building accommodating 2 No. flats and associated private access drive/parking.  82 Northbrook Road Yeovil Somerset BA21 5RQ.  Adjoining Parish of Yeovil.  No objection and recommend approval.

(iii) 06/04640/FUL The erection of 2 No. dwellings 27 Primrose Lane Mudford Yeovil Somerset BA21 5SH.  Adjoining Parish of Mudford.  No objection as these dwellings do not affect our Parishioners.  Our only comment is the additional traffic on an already busy lane and support Mudford Parish Council in their views on this application.

(iv) 06/04360/FUL The erection of an extension (Retrospective application – Revision of 04/01486/FUL Lichens Yeovil Marsh Road Yeovil Somerset BA21 3QG.  We reluctantly accept this retrospective application.  Letter received from James Meyer Planning Enforcement Officer SSDC with regard to the reinstatement within 21 days of the new access formed without permission.  A watching brief to be kept with regard to this reinstatement.

(v) 06/04722/FUL Erection of an agricultural building for livestock and the storage of feed.  Land opposite Chapel Court Yeovil Marsh Yeovil Somerset. No objection and recommend approval.

And to consider any applications received since the preparation of the Agenda on which comments are required before the next meeting.
(vi) 06/03367/FUL The erection of a ground floor extension to dwelling 18 Albert Close Yeovil Somerset BA21 3NS.  Amended plans.  No objection and recommend approval however the original scheme is preferred with the amended scheme is a compromise and will lead to loss of light and amenity within the extension.

(vii) 07/00060/FUL  The construction of a new access road and turning head.  Land at Bucklers Mead Community School, St Johns Road Yeovil Somerset.  Adjoining Parish of Yeovil.

Concerns with regard to the safety of the children on the access road and the road to the proposed houses. Insufficient width of road for coaches and parking made available for Sports Centre.

Due to insufficient time to look at this application before this meeting the following application will be considered on site on Tuesday 6th February 11 a.m. and comments forwarded under Standing Order No. 76(2) prior to the next meeting to comply with planning office deadlines.

(viii) 07/00263/FUL The erection of a replacement dwelling  The Coign Yeovil Marsh Yeovil Somerset BA21 3QE Revised application.

PLANNING APPLICATIONS CONSIDERED (UNDER STANDING ORDER NO. 76(2)) PRIOR TO MEETING TO COMPLY WITH PLANNING OFFICE DEADLINES.

None

PLANNING APPLICATIONS NOTIFIED BUT NOT YET RECEIVED BY PARISH COUNCIL

None

Mr. Wood and Mrs. Tomsett left the meeting at 8.50 p.m.

98(a)
PLANNING DECISIONS:


(i) 06/04160/AGN Erection of an agricultural building for livestock and the storage of feed.  Land Opposite Chapel Court Yeovil Marsh Yeovil Somerset.  Application is not “permitted development” and a formal planning application is required.

(ii) 06/04082/FUL Erection of a detached dwelling with parking spaces.  140 Runnymede Road Yeovil Somerset BA21 5SY.  Granted.

(iii) 06/03572/FUL Erection of a conservatory.  64 Greenwood Road Yeovil Somerset BA21 3LQ.  Granted.

(iv) 06/02198/FUL The division of existing three bedroom dwellinghouse into 2 no. flats.  182 Larkhill Road Yeovil Somerset BA21 3LH.  Granted.

(v) 06/03523/FUL The erection of a two storey extension to dwellinghouse and garage.  Grove Cottage Yeovil Marsh Yeovil Somerset BA21 3QA.  Granted.

(vi) 05/03347/FUL The erection of an agricultural fodder and implement store.  Land Off Combe Street Lane Yeovil Somerset bA21 3PE.  Withdrawn

(vii) 06/04151/FUL Erection of a field shelter for the housing of livestock to include sheep, cattle & horses.  56 Combe Street Lane Yeovil Somerset BA21 3PE.  Refused.

(viii) 06/03848/OUT The erection of a gospel hall.  Brimsmore Equestrian Centre Tintinhull Road Yeovil Somerset BA21 3PR.  Granted.

(ix) 06/04397/FUL Erection of a single storey block of five holiday/business stay apartments.  Longcroft House Stone Lane Yeovil Somerset BA21 4NU.  Granted.

Noted.

Mr. Norris and Mr. Roake left meeting at 8.50.  Mr. Norris thanked for attending and for his help and he is happy to attend any future meetings if required.

98(b)
PLANNING CORRESPONDENCE:
None

99.
MATTERS ARISING:
(a) Boundary Review – Update.  No further information at present Minutes of the last meeting on 27th November 2006 not yet received or posted on the SSDC Website.

(b) Parish Leaflet – Update.  Agreed that Page 5 of the Democracy Pack “Why is it important that everyone votes in local elections?” to be added to the leaflet and that information on becoming a Parish Councillor is available from the Clerk.  All this information to be posted on the website.

(c) SCC Brimsmore Key Site – Bus Shelter Maintenance.  The commuted sum of £1,500 per shelter would be payable by the developer within fourteen days of each shelter being erected.

(d) Sycamore Trees in Gainsborough Way.  As decided at December Meeting wait for new Tree Warden Planting Co-ordinator to be installed.  Chairman to visit the site.

(e) Government White Paper. 

Alongside the White Paper, an invitation to all county, district and unitary councils in England, except London Boroughs and metropolitan district councils, to submit proposals for unitary structures.

Stage One - The government will assess any business cases submitted by the deadline of 25th January from both Somerset County Council and South Somerset District Council.  South Somerset District Council proposed two unitary authorities in the county, 1. The eastern side of Somerset covered by the Mendip District Council and South Somerset District Council boundaries and 2. The western side of Somerset covered by the Sedgemoor District Council, West Somerset District Council and Taunton Deane Borough Council boundaries.  Each new unitary would carry out functions currently undertaken by the districts and the county council. 

Stage Two – At the end of March the Government will announce those business cases that will progress to stage two.  At stage two, the DCLG (rather than the authority which submitted the bid) will consult widely with local partners and stakeholders.  The Government will base this consultation on the specific business cases submitted and will only occur once the business case has been assesses as being appropriate for further consideration.  The consultation period will be twelve weeks and will include “all local authorities, the wider public sector (e.g. police, health, Learning and Skills Council, RDA), business community, voluntary community sector”.  During this period the business case may be further developed by the submitting authority to reflect stakeholder input.  The Audit Commission will further scrutinise the baseline figures in the Business Case during this stage. 

Stage Three – Following the consultation the Government will re-assess the business case submitted and announce a final decision by the end of July 2007.

Stage Four – May 2008 Elections to new unitaries, by April 2009 new unitaries up and running.

SCC South Somerset Area Working Panel meeting on 21st February 2007 6-8.30p.m. at Ilchester Town Hall. Mr. Hill, Mr. Brassington, Mrs. Kendall, Mr. Wilding and Clerk to attend.  Copy of letter to be sent to all those attending.

(f) Matters received by the Clerk since the publication of the Agenda. 

SSDC Yeovil Sports Zone Meeting on Wednesday 14th February at 7 p.m.  Mr. Hill and Mr. Lock to attend and Mr. Brassington to attend Johnson Park Meeting on the same night.  A Yeovil Sports Zone Meeting for Sports Clubs is to take place on 24th January however no one available to attend from Yeovil Sports & Social Club.

100.
CORRESPONDENCE:

· SCC Road Safety Study on A37.  Clerk holds copies of the maps of signs to be installed on stretches of A37 in the Parish.  Combe Street Lane/roundabout and Ilchester Road.  Mr. Lock reported a gully pot cover missing on left-hand side of A37 going down the hill towards Yeovil Marsh, Clerk to report.

· Police Community Contact Vehicle February 2007 – Yeovil Marsh Church Hall 14th February 2007 10.30 – Noon.  Noted.

· BTCV Conservation Charity.  Noted.

· Isle of Wight Council – Power to the Parishes.  Noted.

· South Somerset Together.  Noted.

101.
FINANCIAL MATTERS:
(a) Receipts and payments January 2007

Receipts

No.
Payments



Balances
 £141,194.32 
1398
SCC - Meeting Room
 £        28.00 


Cooperative Bank
 £      216.22 
1399
Dinah Cheek - Salary & Expenses
 £    1,028.25 


Halifax Bond
 £      887.12 
1400
Inland Revenue – PAYE
 £       306.67 


Bonus Saver Account

1401
SMP - Wetpour repair
 £       793.12 


Interest
 £      469.33 
1402
BWBSL - Allotment trough
 £        21.65 


Bonus Saver Account

1403
Viking – Stationery
 £        84.14 


Quarterly Bonus
 £      281.04 
1404
D C Allen - Play Area Maintenance
 £       893.00 


Porter Dodson

1405
Sig-ma - Computer support
 £        42.00 


Overpayment 
 £        10.00 


 £             -   
 £             -   

Western Power




 £    3,196.83 

Allotment easement
 £          9.38 

Balances c/f



Mr. S. Webster


Current A/C
 £       500.00 


Allotment rent
 £        10.00 

Bus Res A/C
 £  23,569.58 


SSDC Crematorium


Halifax No. 1 Closed 30.9.04
 £             -   


Rent
 £    7,150.00 

Halifax No. 3 Closed 30.9.04
 £             -   


SSDC Release of


Halifax Gratuity Fund Closed 30.9.04
 £             -   


Covenant
 £  15,000.00 

Nat West Bonus Saver opened 30.9.04
 £  89,194.30 





Halifax High Interest Bond
 £  37,935.23 





Co-op High Interest Bond
 £  10,831.47 
 £             -   




NOTE

 £ 162,030.58 




£31,350 of the above is a separate Crematorium Fund






£3,788.67  of the above is a separate Gratuity Fund






£35,300 of the above is a separate Play Area 




 £             -   

Refurbishment/replacement fund

 £             -   

 
 £165,227.41 

Halifax Shares at 28.5.99 1,092 20p. Shares

 £ 165,227.41 

CAPITAL FUND






Total Capital Fund as at 1st April 2004



 £  2,431.20 


Final Payment for Alvington



 £  14,835.11 


Less Grant to Birchfield Community Centre



-£    5,000.00 






 £12,266.31 


Allocated but not yet paid from Capital Fund






Yeovil Marsh Church Hall



 £  25,000.00 


(b)
Bus Shelter at Yeovil Marsh – Repairs.  The quotation from D C Allen of £295 to repair damaged shelter accepted and Clerk to request work be undertaken as quickly as possible.

(c)
Allotment Maintenance.  Mr. Lock agreed to rotavate Plot 10 as soon as weather permits. 

(d)
SSDC The Airfield Tavern – Release of Restrictive Covenant payment.  Covenant signed and payment of £15,000 received.

(e) Yeovil Crematorium & Cemetery Committee – Crematorium Rent of £7,150 received.  

Having consulted with SALC and received confirmation that the proposed agreement with regard to Yeovil Without Parish Council’s 11% ownership of the Crematorium and the funds being left in the reserves the Agreement was approved and signed by Chairman, Vice Chairman and the Clerk.  Quarterly reports with regard to these balances and interest to be sent to the Parish Council.

(f) Lamis – Ordnance survey map licence.  Agreed to purchase a 3-year licence.

(g) Computer equipment upgrade.  Unanimously agreed to accept the quotation from Sig-ma in the sum of £711.84p.

(h)
Parish Council Grant requests 

Mr. Hill and Mrs. Kendall having declared in interests left the room when consideration of Camelot Credit Union and Friendship Group applications discussed.

Unanimously agreed to make the following grants

GRANT APPLICATIONS 2006/2007


APPLICATIONS RECEIVED:


Age Concern
£100

Air Ambulance
£1,500

Camelot Credit Union
£200

Friendship Group
£100

Shopmobility
No

Somerset Arts Week
No

South Somerset Citizens Advice Bureau
£500

South Somerset Mind Users Forum
£100

St Margarets Hospice
£1000

Victim Support Somerset
£100

Vitalise
£200

Yeovil & District Council for Voluntary Service
£200

Yeovil Twinning Association
No

Total allocated
£4,000

PRECEPTED 2006/2007
£6,000



102.NEW ITEMS:

None

103. REPORTS:

SALC (South Area) Meeting 11th December 2006 at Queen Camel

Attended by the Clerk, Mr. Wilding and myself.

The Agenda included the Local Government White Paper, Somerset County Councils proposals for Area Working Panels with a presentation by the Leader of the Council, Cathy Bakewell and Chief Executive Alan Jones.  This explained the large attendance – about 50 plus.

Peter Lacey went through the implication of the Local Government White Paper, explaining that most references to Local Authorities are not about parish councils, more about unitary authorities with implications for parish councils. (Since then there has been much more about unitary authorities).  There is very little time for Councils to apply to the Department of Communities and Local Government, followed by the Minister’s decision.  This could mean there will be further elections 2009 (Euro Election year) if changes are to be made.

The County Council presentation created many questions and some confusion.  The heading is Localisation and Frontline Councillors.  Basically the proposal is to create five working panels made up of Town and Parish Councillors, police and voluntary groups together with their County Councillors.  Each County Councillor will have a budget allowance of £15,000 available to be used for their neighbourhoods.  (This has now been approved by County Council and first meetings are being called).

Other items – under Open Forum, councillors raised their concerns about the closure of rural post offices; an increase in the affiliation fees, future training dates, and vacancies to be filled.

A very “full” meeting.

Barbara J. Strong

Yeovil Crematorium and Cemetery Committee 17th January 2007

Attended by Vice- Chairman Alf Hill and myself.

At the meeting we looked at the Capital Programmes for the coming 10 years for both sites.  Some of the works are going to be expensive and we looked to see where we could “even out” some of the totals over the years.  We went through the detailed budgets.  As a result we agreed to increase the budget for the Cemetery by £6,000 to reduce drawing on the reserves.  This will increase our share of the annual payment to £23,030.  We also approved both 10 year plans.  We also went through the annual return for 2005/06 to the Audit Commission, later signed by the Chairman.  The charges at the Cemetery and Crematorium will be increased from 1st April 2007.

The Clerk, Alan Tawse, had researched the Constitution of the Committee and it was found to be the best option and was “the most cost effective and efficient way of delivering the service in a caring and sensitive manner”.

Since 1989 the membership (by ratio of electors) is:- SSDC four, Yeovil Town three, Yeovil Without two and Brympton one, councillors.  The report also stated the legal status of the ownership of the Crematorium to be SSDC 89% and Yeovil Without 11%.  At the beginning of the meeting we received a copy of the support agreement between SSDC and the Committee, which covers SSDC retaining their (89%) share of the Crematorium surpluses each year, and confirming funding would be available for emergency works.  This Parish Council will be advised separately about this and witness the signing of the document.

The Cemetery Foreman gave details of the tree works, some already done, but more is to follow, due to damaged or diseased trees.  Their removal will be difficult, requiring a crane, and most possibly the closure of the Cemetery for public safety.  There will be public notices in the press.

Barbara J Strong

The John Nowes Foundation
The existing Chairperson was re-elected – Pat Martin.  Mr. Cornelius was also re-elected but only until May.

Rev. Gent has left Barwick to perform other duties but agreed to carry on with the Foundation. 

Coppitts Hill land to be leased for 3 years.  The lease is to be given to Symonds & Staggs to check for best offer.  Rev. Gent and Pat Martin discussed their ideas for the use of the land.

The  Financial situation is healthy and balance sheet included.  

Pat Martin and Rev Gent suggested changes to application form which was agreed.

Concern was shown regarding trips.  In future to be slides if they are for educational purposes.

To consider applications from students estranged from their parents.  Social Worker must second the application after a period of 3 months.  Also inform students that they must inform the Committee if they have an EMA or other funding.

The meeting ended at 3.15 p.m.

Margaret Kendall

104.
LIST OF ITEMS DISTRIBUTED AND AVAILABLE SINCE LAST MEETING:
· Tenants Times Autumn 2006

· Local Councils Update December 2006

· Newsletter Chief Superintendent Nikki Watson

· SCC – Somerset Gateway

· SSDC Scrutiny Committee Minutes 24th October 2006

· Local Council Review January 2007

· South Somerset Council for Voluntary Services Winter 2006 Newsletter

· SSDC Area South Development Plan 2006-07

· Clerks & Councils Direct January 2007 & Councils Suppliers Guide & Yearbook

· South Somerset Together – Local Strategic Partnerships

Noted.

105.
URGENT BUSINESS ARISING AFTER THE PREPARATION OF THIS AGENDA, WHICH THE CHAIRMAN AGREES TO TAKE AS URGENT.  SUCH MATTERS WILL BE FOR NOTING OR DEFERRAL TO A FUTURE MEETING ONLY.

None

106.
NEXT MEETING: 
PLEASE NOTE THE NEXT MEETING IS AT 7.30 P.M. ON TUESDAY 27th FEBRUARY 2007 IN THE REFECTORY BLOCK, BUCKLERS MEAD COMMUNITY SCHOOL, ST. JOHNS ROAD, YEOVIL 

The Chairman, Mrs. Strong, advised the Council that she will be undergoing an operation on 19th February and will be unavailable for a few days following.

Meeting closed at 10.20p.m.
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