MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING OF YEOVIL WITHOUT PARISH COUNCIL HELD IN THE REFECTORY BLOCK, BUCKLERS MEAD COMMUNITY SCHOOL, ST. JOHNS ROAD, YEOVIL ON TUESDAY, 27th FEBRUARY 2007 COMMENCING AT 7.30 P.M.

Members are reminded that the Council has general duty to consider the following matters in the exercise of any of its functions: Equal Opportunities (race, gender, sexual orientation, marital status and any disability) Crime & Disorder, Health & Safety and Human Rights.

OPEN SESSION

FOR YEOVIL WITHOUT PARISHIONERS ONLY

Mr. & Mrs. Hutchings in connection with their application 07/00400/FUL 99 Lower Fairmead Road do not wish to make any comment.

1 Parishioner attending just to listen.

PCSO Andrea Bowditch and PCSO Adam Goff attended.  They have looked into the parking problems in Boundary Close and Greenwood Road.  Leaflet drops have taken place in Greenwood Road and any illegally parked again will be issued with fixed penalty notices. Agreed to undertake leaflet drop in Boundary Close and Fairmead Road.  PCSO Adam Goff reported that there have been vehicle break-ins in Elliotts Drive area and advised residents not to leave any valuables in parked vehicles.  

PCSO’s left at 7.40 p.m.

3 residents from Ashford Grove in connection with 07/00566/FUL Mudford Water Tower

This application is for adjoining Parish of Yeovil. Residents object as the driveway to the site between the houses in Ashford Grove is too narrow at 3 metres to support traffic associated with 5 additional properties.  No passing places exist and is too narrow to allow passage of larger vehicles for deliveries, rubbish collection with no room for wheelie bins or bags. Exacerbate the current parking problems and impact of traffic noise on properties and gardens adjacent to the driveway together with loss of privacy to houses.  Development not in keep with the surrounding properties.

106. 
PRESENT:
Mrs. Strong in the Chair, Mr. Hill, Mrs. Botham, Mr. Brassington, Mr. Brown, Mrs. Kendall, Mr. Kingdon, Mr. Lock, Mr. Snell, Mrs Tomsett, Mr. Wilding, 

District Councillor Mr. Roake

District Councillor Mr. Hann

To receive any apologies for absence and to consider acceptance of the reasons

Apologies for absence were received as follows and approved:

Mrs. Hone – unwell

Not present:

Mr. Wood.

107. Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 23rd January 2007 which had been circulated to members in draft form, were taken as read, confirmed and signed. 

108.
Declaration of Interest

Mr. Kingdon 07/00698/FUL 49 Greenwood Road – personal and prejudicial interest as neighbour and in respect of Yeovil Marsh Church Hall – personal and prejudicial interest as member of the PCC.

Mrs. Botham and Mrs. Tomsett – personal and prejudicial interest as member of the PCC.

Mrs. Kendall in respect of Grant applications personal and prejudicial interest as organiser of the Exercise Group

Chairman’s Remarks

Thanks for all good wishes and expressions of concern over her operation.  Pleased to see Mrs. Botham at the meeting following her knee operation.

Policy on document and email retention to be considered at the 27th March meeting.

109.
 NEW PLANNING APPLICATIONS FOR CONSIDERATION

(i) 07/00400/FUL The erection of a conservatory to rear of dwellinghouse (Retrospective application) 99 Lower Fairmead Road Yeovil Somerset BA21 5SR. No objection and recommend approval.  Comment that the down pipes on the new conservatory can only be reached from the adjoining garden and with the neighbours permission.

(ii) 07/00566/FUL The erection of 5 No. 2 bedroom flats Mudford Water Tower Ashford Grove Yeovil Somerset BA21 4PE. Adjoining parish of Yeovil.  Object for the following reasons:

Over development of the site and inadequate parking and turning area.

Design and materials not in keep with the surrounding properties.

Driveway too narrow at 3 metres to support traffic associated with 5 additional properties.  No passing places exist on the driveway and is too narrow to allow passage of larger vehicles for deliveries, rubbish collection with no room for wheelie bins or bags. 

Will exacerbate the current parking problems in Ashford Road and impact of traffic noise on properties and gardens adjacent to the driveway together with loss of privacy to houses

Mr. Kingdon having declared an interest left the meeting

(iii)
07/00698/FUL Erection of a porch to front of dwellinghouse 49 Greenwood Road Yeovil Somerset BA21 3LF.  No objection and recommend approval.  Our only comment is the difficulty of adjoining neighbour No. 51 to back out into the turning area from shared access due to the restrictions caused by the erection of the porch.
3 Parishioners re Water Tower left the meeting.

PLANNING APPLICATIONS CONSIDERED (UNDER STANDING ORDER NO. 76(2)) PRIOR TO MEETING TO COMPLY WITH PLANNING OFFICE DEADLINES.

Due to insufficient time to look at this application before the meeting on 23rd January 2007 the following application was considered on site on Tuesday 6th February 11 a.m. and comments forwarded under Standing Order No. 76(2) prior to this meeting 

07/00263/FUL The erection of a replacement dwelling. The Coign Yeovil Marsh Yeovil Somerset BA21 3QE Revised application.

We have no objection to the basement and reduced number of windows in the revised application.

We appreciate that in future the applicant may want to use the roof space but request that careful consideration be given to the number of roof lights and extra windows in the west elevation.

We would also emphasise our concerns, as previously, over the adjacent commemorative oak tree planted for the Coronation of King Edward VII in 1902 and that care should be taken not to damage this tree and its roots when undertaking works on this site.

PLANNING APPLICATIONS NOTIFIED BUT NOT YET RECEIVED BY PARISH COUNCIL None

110(a)
PLANNING DECISIONS:


(i) 06/04320/FUL The erection of a conservatory to the rear of dwelling.  41 Coronation Avenue Yeovil Somerset BA21 3DZ.  Granted.

(ii) 06/04216/FUL Alterations to existing access, the installation of a new bay window and the erection of a log store and front porch to dwellinghouse.  Windwhistle Vagg Hill Chilthorne Domer Yeovil Somerset BA21 3PT. Granted.

(iii) 06/04325/FUL Extension and alterations to dwelling and erection of new garage/store (resubmission of 06/01840/FUL Windy Bottom Yeovil Marsh Yeovil Somerset BA21 3QB.  Withdrawn.

(iv) 06/03367/FUL The erection of a ground floor extension to dwelling 18 Albert Close Yeovil Somerset BA21 3NS.  Granted.

(v) 06/04722/FUL Erection of an agricultural building for livestock and the storage of feed and construction of access track. (Additional information from Planning Department detailing the proposed access track)  Land opposite Chapel Court Yeovil Marsh Yeovil Somerset.  Granted.

(vi) 06/04206/TPO To carry out surgery works to Ash tree shown in the SSDC (YEW1 1) Tree Preservation Order 1995.  Land adjacent to Orange Transmitter Land OS2429 Part Vagg Hill Chilthorne Domer Yeovil Somerset.  Granted.

(vii) 06/04360/FUL The erection of an extension (Retrospective Application – Revision of 04/01486/FUL) Lichens Yeovil Marsh Road Yeovil Somerset BA21 3QG.  Granted.

The Clerk reported that with regard to the illegal forming of an access the deadline for reinstatement having expired the Enforcement Officer will be pursuing relevant enforcement action.

110.(b)
PLANNING CORRESPONDENCE: None

111.
MATTERS ARISING:
(a) Boundary Review – Update.

At the Full SSDC Council Meeting on 22nd February 2007 

Resolved (1) that in view of the publication of the Local Government and Public Involvement in Health Bill, with proposed new powers for district councils to conduct (an implement the recommendations of) community governance reviews, the current parish boundary review be suspended.

(2) that the Council receive a further report in 2008 when the provisions of the Bill are due to be enacted to consider commencing a community governance review.

The implications of this are the SSDC will from 2008 be able to implement changes to current parish boundaries without referral to the Minister.

(b) Parish Leaflet – Update.

As previously agreed an amended leaflet be sent out as quickly as possible giving information on the Boundary Review, map of the Parish, details of Parish Councillors, dates of meetings, what Parish Councillors do and details of the forthcoming elections on 3rd May.  The name of the Parish Council to be printed on the front of the envelope to ensure Parishioners are aware that it is not junk mail.

(c) Sycamore Trees in Gainsborough Way – Update.

The Chairman and Mr. Wilding visited the site again and it was decided that no further action be taken and that the trees did not merit being removed.  It was felt that further cutting back and trimming and ask Phillip Poulton arborist at SSDC to undertaken this work if appropriate.

(d) Government White Paper – Update.

Bids for unitary status submitted to the Government by Somerset County Council for the whole County and South Somerset District Council for the eastern side of the County.  A decision on whether these bids are accepted and move to Stage 2 is due at the end of March 2007.  If these bids are accepted further consultation will take place.

(e) SCC South Somerset Area Working Panel.

First meeting held on 21st February 2007.  Each County Councillor will have £15,000 to spend from 1st April 2007 to achieve the aims of the Local Area Agreement (the priorities agreed between the County Council and National Government for Somerset).  Each Parish and Town Council in South Somerset will be asked for its top three priorities for consideration at the next meeting of the Panel on 19th April 2007.  Mr. Dike elected Chairman and Mrs. Christine Hunt Vice Chairman of the Panel.

Mr. Hann left the meeting at 8.30 p.m.

(f) SSDC Yeovil Sports Zone – Meeting on 14th February 2007 Attended by Mr. Lock and Mr. Hill under Reports.

(g) Bus Shelter Maintenance.

The bus shelter in Combe Street Lane outside of No. 10 was damaged by a truck and being beyond repair Mike Johns SSDC arranged for the shelter to be demolished as health and safety danger.  The coping stones and fence of No. 10 also damaged.  Request from Mr. Johns as to whether we wish the shelter to be reinstated.  Agreed to request cost of replacement and who is responsible for financing replacement.  Yeovil Without Parish Council have taken over responsibility for maintenance of the bus shelters in our Parish.  Report incident to PCSO’s.

(h) Parking at junction of Lower Fairmead Road and Runnymede Road.  Mr. Wilding reported that this is not a continuous problem.  The Highway Code advises only Do not park opposite or within 10 metres of junction.  Request PCSO’s to visit and if necessary put notices on the offending vehicles.

(i)
Matters received by the Clerk since the publication of the Agenda. 

(a)
The Clerk requested confirmation of policy for inclusion of information on the website.  Agreed to include Desmond Quick’s poem about the Hundredstone.

(b) Letter from Yeovil Sports and Social Club requesting clarification with regard to our letter to of 30th August 2006 in connection with the Draft South Somerset Sports and Recreation Built Facilities in which we stated that we would consider favourably an annual financial contribution for helping provide facilities at Yeovil Sports & Social Club, Johnson Park and the Church Hall at Yeovil Marsh.  Clerk to reply to YS&SC with copy to SSDC that the £15,000 recent grant supersedes this.

(c)
County Highways notice on closing of Lyde Road from junction with Mudford Road to Redwood Road for resurfacing works for 5 days from 26th March 2007.  Notice to be posted on all noticeboards.

Mr. Snell and Mr. Roake left the meeting at 8.55p.m.

112.
CORRESPONDENCE:
· SSDC South Somerset Village Shops & Post Offices – completed by Chairman.

· SCC Community Chest – small grants scheme is re-launched. Noted and information given to Mrs. Botham.

· Age Concern Somerset – The Partnerships for Older People Project (POPP).  Noted and information given to Mrs. Kendall.

· Review of the Quality Town and Parish Council Scheme.  Review delayed and waiting for White Paper to be implemented.

· Allotments – request to erect small shed and polytunnel.  Clerk reported that on consulting the Planning Department that planning permission only required if polytunnel installed on concrete base.  Request approved to erect small shed, polytunnel and planted withey windbreak.

113.
FINANCIAL MATTERS:
(a) Receipts and payments February 2007

Receipts

No.
Payments



Balances
 £162,030.58 
1406
SCC - Meeting Room
 £        56.00 


Business Reserve

1407
Dinah Cheek - Salary & Expenses
 £       965.64 


Interest
 £        89.39 
1408
Inland Revenue - PAYE
 £       336.60 




1409
Information Commission - Data Prot
 £        35.00 




1410
Sig-ma – Computer upgrade
 £       711.84 




1411
SSDC - Play area inspections
 £       207.28 




1412
LaMIS – Mapping service - 3 years
 £       317.15 




1413
Age Concern Somerset - Grant
 £       100.00 




1414
Dorset & Somerset Air Ambulance
 £    1,500.00 




1415
Camelot Credit Union Ltd - Grant
 £       200.00 




1416
The Friendship Group - Grant
 £       100.00 




1417
South Somerset CAB - Grant
 £       500.00 




1418
South Somerset Mind - Grant
 £       100.00 




1419
St Margaret's Hospice - Grant
 £    1,000.00 




1420
Victim Support Somerset - Grant
 £       100.00 




1421
Vitalise – Grant
 £       200.00 




1422
Yeovil & District CVS - Grant
 £       200.00 
 £             -   






 £    6,629.51 




Balances c/f






Current A/C
 £       500.00 





Bus Res A/C
 £  17,029.46 





Halifax No. 1 Closed 30.9.04
 £             -   





Halifax No. 3 Closed 30.9.04
 £             -   





Halifax Gratuity Fund Closed 30.9.04
 £             -   





Nat West Bonus Saver opened 30.9.04
 £  89,194.30 





Halifax High Interest Bond
 £  37,935.23 





Co-op High Interest Bond
 £  10,831.47 
 £             -   


__________



 £155,490.46 

 
 £162,119.97 

NOTE

 £162,119.97 




£31,350 of the above is a separate Crematorium Fund






£3,788.67  of the above is a separate Gratuity Fund






£35,300 of the above is a separate Play Area 






Refurbishment/replacement fund






Halifax Shares at 28.5.99 1,092 20p. Shares
























CAPITAL FUND






Total Capital Fund as at 1st April 2004



 £  2,431.20 


Final Payment for Alvington



 £  14,835.11 


Less Grant to Birchfield Community Centre



-£    5,000.00 


Less Grant to Yeovil Sports & Social Club



-£  15,000.00 


Plus Release of Covenant 



 £  15,000.00 






 £12,266.31 


Allocated but not yet paid from Capital Fund






Yeovil Marsh Church Hall



 £  25,000.00 


(b) Payments re grant applications and additional applications.  Proposed by Mrs. Tomsett and seconded by Mr. Brown and agreed with 2 abstentions and 1 against that the three late request for grants from Yeovil Marsh Newsletter, Breathability and U3A (fitness club) not be considered until the next round of applications.  Inform applicants that these were received too late and the closing date was in January 2007. Inform applications that costings also required.  Following the installation of the new Parish Councillors in May consideration may be given to reviewing when grants considered.

Mrs. Botham, Mr. Kingdon and Mrs. Tomsett having declared interests left the meeting.

(c) Yeovil Marsh Church Hall grant.

Allocation of this grant having already been approved it was agreed that the cheque for £25,000 be signed at the 27th March 2007 Meeting and inform the Reverend Hartree of this and send details of other funders who could be approached.

(d) Appointment of External and Internal Auditors.  Noted that the Audit Commission have appointed Moore Stephens as external auditors for the 2007/08 year.

Approved to appoint Henry Lovegrove as internal auditor for Yeovil Without Parish Council at a cost of between £130 and £160 dependent upon the complexity of the audit.

114.
NEW ITEMS:

(i)
Meetings Dates 2007/2008 approved as attached list.  The monthly rental as from 1st April 2007 of the Meeting Room by Somerset County Council has increased from £28 to £31.50 which is to be paid in advance.

(ii) Annual Risk Assessment.  The risk assessment and financial risk assessment were reviewed and the levels of risk graded.

Clerk to obtain quotation to insure all the bus shelters in the Parish.

(iii) Consultation Document on Amendments to the Model Code of Conduct for Local Authority Members.  Agreed to support SALC comments.  Request plain English in the code.

(iv)
May 2007 Elections.  Packs with details available from South Somerset District Council.  The Notice of Election 27th March 2007 with nominations close at 12 noon on Wednesday 4th April.  SALC are holding 1 hour meetings for prospective candidates – details on noticeboards throughout the Parish.  Clerk will post all details on the noticeboards.  Parish Councillors have already received details in the Democracy Packs supplied by SALC via the Clerk.
115. REPORTS:

Mr. Alf Hill Yeovil Sports Zone Meeting 14th February 2007

Present two YWPC Mr. Hill and Mr. Lock, two Brympton PC, one West Coker PC, one Yeovil Town Council, two District Councillors Area South, two Council employees (spend two days a week) and one PMP rep.

I thought the meeting a waste of time (7 – 8.30 p.m.).  They explained ideas put forward and asked for any inputs, many given.  Looking for 30 acre site in town and its large expansion plan area.  This massive expansion would bring a large requirement for sport facilities.  For example new swimming facility, ability to reach national level, not an enlarged Goldenstones.  Many types of sport had money to invest in people reaching national standards.  It should be self-financing, a charity that could save tax/rates and other supported areas closed.  They requested views on what effect it would have on Parish Councils.  None as Parish Councils in attendance do not provide sport facilities.  What did worry councillors, would it have the same effect that large super stores have, i.e. attract people at the expense of small local providers who then close down?

The District Council expected it to cover Dorset and Somerset on a regional basis.  Question on cost of infrastructure, transport, as town could be expected to support buses. 700/1000-car parking spaces.  Facility to have ability to expand with use.  Developers would have to pay for cost (contribution) i.e. ads to cost of houses/buildings.  As we were told employers required better sport facilities to attract employees could they make a contribution?  As Westland dropped from 10,000 employees (Yeovil) to 4500 and Yeovilton has gone up from 1,500 to 7,500 in the same period could Yeovil Sports Zone franchise out items of sport to them also to Crewkerne, Chard, Wincanton etc?  They hope to have Sport Zone up and running by 2012.

Roger Brassington Yeovil Sports and Social Club 14th February 2007

The quotations for the new changing rooms and refurbishment of the old have been received and one accepted.  The funding is in place and an additional grant of £5,000 has been offered by the Wellbeing of Yeovil Community Association subject to similar conditions that we imposed.  These have been accepted by the Board of Management and apart from a few loose ends to tie up, work should commence in the next few months.

The Board of Management have received an enquiry to erect a mobile phone mast, adjacent to the tennis courts and by a majority decision were in favour.  I should point out I was unhappy about the decision.

The club is running at reasonable profit and the outlook is good.  Fifty new membership applications this month, and more support from the club to the local community, mainly by supporting the thriving carnival club.

Mrs. Strong Abbey Community Association

Unable to attend the last meeting however there will be a reunion in March of the original members with a tea party at which the plans for the proposed extension will be available

Mrs. Botham Woborn Almshouse – Meeting on Friday.

116.
LIST OF ITEMS DISTRIBUTED AND AVAILABLE SINCE LAST MEETING:
· South Somerset Together – letter from Paull Robathan Chairman

· SCC Somerset Access Annual Newsletter 2006 from the Rights of Way Team

· SSDC Local Government Reorganisation and South Somerset

· Avon & Somerset Police – Letter and Public Feedback Survey 2006

· Somerset Playing Fields Association Newsletter Winter 2006/07

· Yeovil Crematorium and Cemetery Committee Minutes 17th January 2007

Noted.

117.
URGENT BUSINESS ARISING AFTER THE PREPARATION OF THIS AGENDA, WHICH THE CHAIRMAN AGREES TO TAKE AS URGENT.  SUCH MATTERS WILL BE FOR NOTING OR DEFERRAL TO A FUTURE MEETING ONLY.

118.
NEXT MEETING: 
PLEASE NOTE THE NEXT MEETING IS AT 7.30 P.M. COMMENCING WITH THE ANNUAL PARISH MEETING FOLLOWED BY THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING ON 27TH MARCH 2007 IN THE REFECTORY BLOCK, BUCKLERS MEAD COMMUNITY SCHOOL, ST. JOHNS ROAD, YEOVIL                                                                                                                               

Please note that Parish Council Representatives brief written Annual Reports for the 27TH March 2007 Annual Parish Meeting are required by the Clerk by the 16th March 2007 to be sent out with March Agenda
Meeting closed at 9.50 p.m.
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