MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING OF YEOVIL WITHOUT PARISH COUNCIL HELD IN THE REFECTORY BLOCK, BUCKLERS MEAD COMMUNITY SCHOOL, ST. JOHNS ROAD, YEOVIL ON TUESDAY, 27th MARCH 2007 COMMENCING AT THE CONCLUSION OF THE ANNUAL PARISH MEETING

Members are reminded that the Council has general duty to consider the following matters in the exercise of any of its functions: Equal Opportunities (race, gender, sexual orientation, marital status and any disability) Crime & Disorder, Health & Safety and Human Rights.

OPEN SESSION

FOR YEOVIL WITHOUT PARISHIONERS ONLY

PCSO’s Andrea Bowditch and Adam Goff gave to the Clerk a copy of the Dispersal Notice be display on noticeboard outside Tesco Express at Cavalier Way.  The order covers Lyde Road, Sherborne Road, St Michaels Avenue, Bucklers Mead Road, St Mary’s Crescent and Fairmead Road.

The Clerk informed the PCSO’s that the previous notice from the Police, which was displayed on all the Parish noticeboards had the incorrect email addresses.  New details have been received by the Clerk and these will be displayed on the noticeboards and included in the Parish Councillors Welcome Packs.  PCSO’s left at 7.45 p.m.

Applicants for 07/01158/FUL Hedgerow Yeovil Marsh were present but did not wish to speak.

Mr. Holley neighbour to 07/00918/FUL 70 Marsh Lane expressed concern over insufficient parking provided for 2 four-bedroom houses and 1 bungalow.

119. PRESENT:

Mrs. Strong in the Chair, Mr. Hill, Mrs. Botham, Mrs. Hone, Mrs. Kendall Mr. Kingdon, Mr. Lock, Mr. Snell, Mrs. Tomsett, Mr. Wilding.

District Councillor Mr. Roake

PCSO’s Andrew Bowditch and Adam Goff

5 Parishioners

To receive any apologies for absence and to consider acceptance of the reasons

Apologies for absence were received as follows and approved:

Mr. Brassington – family commitment

District Councillor Mr. Hann

County Councillor Mrs. Hunt
Not Present:

Mr. Brown

Mr. Wood

120.
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 27th February 2007 which had been circulated to members in draft form, were taken as read, confirmed and signed. 

121.
Declaration of Interest

Mr. Lock 07/01158/FUL Hedgerow Yeovil Marsh – personal and prejudicial interest as neighbour

Mrs. Tomsett 07/00945/FUL – personal and prejudicial interest adjoining landowner

Mr. Snell 07/00945/FUL – personal and prejudicial interest adjoining landowner

122.
Chairman’s Remarks

It was announced today that Somerset and Wiltshire’s initial bids for unitary status have been accepted.  12 weeks of consultation will follow.

Several important matters are to be implemented in the next few months, the amended Code of Conduct in April, revised Standing Orders.

The results of the 3rd May District and Parish Council Elections will possibly not be available until Friday 4th or later as a consequence of new postal voting procedures.

SALC training sessions for all Parish Councillors in our area are on the following dates 31st May Seavington, 5th June Bicknoller, 25th June West Camel, 29th June Edington.  Other dates and locations are available but further afield and on Parish Council Meeting dates.

123.
NEW PLANNING APPLICATIONS FOR CONSIDERATION

(i) 07/01079/FUL The erection of a single storey rear extension to dwelling 1 Greenwood Road Yeovil Somerset BA21 3LE.  No objection and recommend approval.  As a result of the planning visit request be made to District Council for verge to be included within property boundary as all others in the area.

(ii) 07/01167/FUL Erection of front entrance porch and toilet.  24 Bucklers Mead Road Yeovil Somerset BA21 5RB. No objection and recommend approval

(iii) 07/01014/FUL The erection of a two storey rear extension and a single storey side extension to dwellinghouse.  51 Bucklers Mead Road Yeovil Somerset BA21 5RE.  No objection and recommend approval.

(iv) 07/00979/FUL The change of use of land from agricultural to form extension to residential curtilage, the demolition of existing extension and sunroom and the erection of a sunroom and two storey extension to dwellinghouse.  Brook Cottage Yeovil Marsh Yeovil Somerset BA21 3QE. No objection and recommend approval.  Following receipt of letter draw the Planning Officers notice to concern of neighbours at Chapel Court regarding the upstairs windows overlooking their property.

Mr. Lock having declared an interest left the meeting.

(v) 07/01158/FUL Alterations and erection of an extension to dwelling, together with erection of a replacement garage.  Hedgerow Yeovil Marsh Yeovil Somerset BA21 3QN.  No objection and recommend approval.

Mr. Lock returned to the meeting.

Mrs. Thomsett and Mr. Snell having declared an interest left the meeting.

(vi) 07/00945/FUL Alterations to dwelling and the erection of a garage/store (Revised application) Windy Bottom Yeovil Marsh Yeovil BA21 3QB. No objection and recommend approval.

Mrs. Thomsett and Mr. Snell returned to the meeting.

(vii) 07/00918/FUL Demolition of existing dwelling and the erection of 2 dwellings and 1 bungalow with garages.  70 Marsh Lane Yeovil Somerset BA21 3BY.  Adjoining Parish of Yeovil.  No objection.  Concern due to the size of the houses and number of dwellings that will cause additional on-street parking which is already a problem in this area.

(viii) 07/00643/FUL Proposed alterations and the erection of an extension (Revised application) Halfway House Inn Ilchester Road Chilthorne Domer Yeovil Somerset BA22 8RE Adjoining Parish of Chilthorne Domer.  No objection and recommend approval.

Notice of lodging of Appeal re 06/03362/FUL The erection of a two storey front extension to dwelling.  Marshes Hill Farm Marsh Lane Yeovil Somerset BA21 3PG

2 parishoners left at 8.15p.m.

2 planning applications received too late for this meeting and will be dealt with at the 24th April meeting. 07/01124/COU Folletts Dairy Yeovil Marsh and 07/01310/FUL Longcroft House.

06/01050/OUT and 06/04332/OUT Key Site Lyde Road will be discussed at Area South Committee Meeting on Wednesday 4th April 2007.

PLANNING APPLICATIONS CONSIDERED (UNDER STANDING ORDER NO. 76(2)) PRIOR TO MEETING TO COMPLY WITH PLANNING OFFICE DEADLINES. None

PLANNING APPLICATIONS NOTIFIED BUT NOT YET RECEIVED BY PARISH COUNCIL None

124.(a)
PLANNING DECISIONS:


(i) 06/03362/FUL The erection of a two storey front extension to dwelling Marshes Hill Farm Marsh Lane Yeovil Somerset BA21 3PG.  Refused.

(ii) 07/00698/FUL Erection of a porch to front of dwellinghouse.  49 Greenwood Road Yeovil Somerset BA21 3LF.  Granted.

(iii) 07/00263/FUL The erection of a replacement dwelling (Revised application) The Coign Yeovil Marsh Yeovil Somerset BA21 3QE.  Granted.

Noted.

124.(b)
PLANNING CORRESPONDENCE: 

SSDC Access works at Lichens, Yeovil Marsh.  Letters from Enforcement Officer at South Somerset District Council read to the meeting.  Reported that no changes have been made to the blocking off of the access.

Mr. Roake commented on the Unitary Authority bid and was thanked for his attendance and help at our meetings.

125.
MATTERS ARISING: 

(a) Parish and District Council Elections 3rd May 2007 – Nomination closing date noon 4th April 2007.  Nomination papers and other relevant information handed out the Mrs. Botham, Mr. Lock and Mr. Snell.

Mrs Hone is moving to America in April and this was her last Parish Council Meeting.  Thanks were expressed for all her hard work including representing the Parish Council on the Planning for Real projects in Westfield and Brympton.  We wish her well in her new life and she will be greatly missed.

(b) South Somerset Local Area Working Panel Meeting 24th April 2007 at Victoria Hall Crewkerne.  Following the announcement of the acceptance of the Unitary bid for Somerset it is even more important to be represented locally.  The 24th April is our next Parish Council Meeting – the last of this particular Council and therefore no one from Yeovil Without Parish Council will be able to attend – apologies to be sent.

Meetings in connection with the Unitary bid are to be held on 16th April and 21st May at Wiveliscombe and 18th April and 22nd May at Shepton Mallet.  Mr. Wilding and Mrs. Kendall and possibly the Clerk to attend 22nd May Meeting.

SCC Road Safety on A37 meeting on 3rd April at Haynes Motor Museum – no one able to attend. 

(c) Meeting Dates -  changes to be considered

Due to construction works at Bucklers Mead School the meeting room is not available for the Parish Council Meeting of 28th August.  Agreed to hold the meeting at Yeovil Marsh Church Hall for 28th August and provisionally book the 4th September at Bucklers Mead School in case the works to the Church Hall are not completed.

(d) Parish Newsletter – update.  Very good response to the newsletter with additional hits on the website and several requests for allotment plots.

(e) Matters received by the Clerk since the publication of the Agenda. 

High Lea – complaint received from residents regarding the damage to verges by waste and recycling collection lorries.  Correspondence forwarded to District Councillors and following intervention by Mrs. Martin problems sorted out.
126.
CORRESPONDENCE:

· Department of Constitutional Affairs – Memorial Safety

Yeovil cemetery undertakes a sympathetic treatment of unsafe memorials.

Mr. Roake left the meeting at 8.55p.m.

127.
FINANCIAL MATTERS:
(a) Receipts and payments March 2007

Receipts

No.
Payments



Balances
 £155,490.46 
1423
SCC - Meeting Room - April
 £        31.50 




1424
Dinah Cheek - Salary & Expenses
 £    1,014.01 




1425
Inland Revenue - PAYE
 £        56.67 




1426
SSDC - Cemetery Deficit 06/07
 £  10,671.33 




1427
Yeovil Marsh Hall - Grant
 £  25,000.00 




1428
Smart Cartridge - Cartridges
 £        29.96 




1429
Mr. P. Macey - Allotment Maintenance
 £       180.00 




1430
4Four2 Print Ltd. - Newsletter
 £    1,613.83 




1431
D C Allen - Bus shelter repairs
 £       346.62 
 £             -   






 £  38,943.92 




Balances c/f






Current A/C
 £       500.00 





Bus Res A/C
 £    3,085.54 





Halifax No. 1 Closed 30.9.04
 £             -   





Halifax No. 3 Closed 30.9.04
 £             -   





Halifax Gratuity Fund Closed 30.9.04
 £             -   





Nat West Bonus Saver opened 30.9.04
 £  64,194.30 





Halifax High Interest Bond
 £  37,935.23 





Co-op High Interest Bond
 £  10,831.47 
 £             -   






 £116,546.54 


 £             -   



 £             -   

 
 £155,490.46 



 £155,490.46 




NOTE 

£31,350 of the above is a separate Crematorium Fund






£3,788.67  of the above is a separate Gratuity Fund






£35,300 of the above is a separate Play Area 






Refurbishment/replacement fund






Halifax Shares at 28.5.99 1,092 20p. Shares



CAPITAL FUND






Total Capital Fund as at 1st April 2004



 £  2,431.20 


Final Payment for Alvington



 £  14,835.11 


Less Grant to Birchfield Community Centre



-£    5,000.00 


Less Grant to Yeovil Sports & Social Club



-£  15,000.00 


Plus Release of Covenant 



 £  15,000.00 






 £12,266.31 


(b) Local Council Review Magazine Subscription Renewal from 1st April 2007 – approved 4 copies £48

(c) SALC Affiliation Fee 2007/2008 – approved £841.81p. which is 24.22p per elector for the first 2,5000 electors, 9.21 pence per elector for the next 2,000 electors and 5.28 pence per elector for all electors in excess of 4,500.  Yeovil Without Parish Council have 5487 electors.  A high proportion of membership is for the vital part of any lobbying activity for bids for unitary status and guidance on the new code of conduct and numerous other matters arising in respect of Parish Councils. 

(d) Community Council for Somerset Subscription 2007/2008 – approved £25

(e) Welcome Packs for new Parish Councillors including Standing Orders.  Agreed to provide new welcome packs for all Parish Councillors

(f) Financing of replacement Bus Shelter in Combe Street Lane.  Request costings and when replacement can take place.

Email received from Mike Johns SSDC householder requesting repairs to damaged fence and coping stones.  Inform him that householder should claim on home insurance.

(g) Letters of thanks for grants received from St Margaret’s Hospice, Vitalise, Dorset & Somerset Air Ambulance, Camelot Credit Union Ltd, Yeovil & District CVS, Age Concern Somerset, South Somerset Citizens Advice Bureau, Victim Support Somerset, Friendship Group.

Invitation received from St Margaret’s Hospice for visit.  Clerk to ascertain when convenient and if all 12 Parish Councillors and Clerk can visit.

128.
NEW ITEMS:
(a) Allotment Maintenance

As a result of the Parish Newsletter the Clerk has received several requests for allotment plots.  At present there are none available.  However Plot 3 Mr. Skinner which although being kept tidy and rotavated has never been cultivated or any crops grown.  Clerk to write to Mr. Skinner and remind him of the details of the agreement regarding cultivation and ask if he is prepared to give up the allotment in order that it can be used correctly.

Letter received from Mr. Pritchard requesting the provision of a tap for a better water supply than the trough.  Meeting to be arranged with all allotment holders, Mr. Lock, Mr. Snell, Mrs. Botham, Mr. Kingdon, Mrs. Kendall and the Clerk to look into all possibilities.

Mr. Snell left the meeting at 9.20p.m.

(b) Play Area Annual Inspection 2007.  Agreed to request SSDC to undertake annual inspection and risk assessment at a total cost of £60 (£37.50 inspection, £22.50 risk assessment)

(c) Revisions to National Agreement  for Clerks Model Contract of Employment.  To be discussed at 24th April 2007 Meeting

(d) Highway Matters 

(i)
Brimsmore.  Clerk to contact County Highways regarding the condition of the road including the damage to manhole covers. 

(ii) Greenwood Road. Condition of verge.

129.
REPORTS:

Somerset Association of Local Councils – South Area 12th March 2007

Held in West Camel Village Hall, attended by the Clerk, Mr. Wilding and myself.

As usual the meeting was taken up with regulatory matters

1. Local Government and Public Involvement in Health Bill.  Only the first part affects parish councils, now in committee stage, too soon to know effects for this council.

2. The Revision of the Code of Conduct likely to be effective May this year so that this council will have to adopt it at the May meeting.

3. Bids for Unitary Status.  Peter Lacey gave us background information.  Somerset County Council have entered a bid, also South Somerset District Council for Somerset East.  Next will be the announcement of which bids will go on to Stage 2, and another consultation May/June 2007.  Final decisions in July.  We were advised to watch for the Budget Statement, reference budgets for District and County Councils.

4. County Council Area Working Panels – there was an exchange of views of those who attended the various meetings, all were different.  It was agreed the South Area is too large.

5. Procedure at the first meeting after council elections.  Peter Lacey explained the timing of the counts, the procedure at the first meeting, and which must be done if all vacancies are not filled.

6. The Secretary’s Notices reminded us of training dates, including Code of Conduct later in the year, matters concerning audits, and to watch out for a White Paper on planning.

Next Meeting 11th June 2007

Barbara J. Strong

Mr. Lock reported that after numerous requests that the gullies have been cleaned in Yeovil Marsh.  Request from Mrs. Taylor No. 7 Coppitts Hill regarding the condition of the bank and damage to her fence at the end of her garden backing onto the A37.  Clerk to contact Tom Greaves at County Highways to request action.  Mr. Lock to inform Clerk of Mrs Taylor’s telephone number.

130.
LIST OF ITEMS DISTRIBUTED AND AVAILABLE SINCE LAST MEETING:
· Local Government Reorganisation and South Somerset

· Local Councils Update January/February 2007

· Celebrate St George’s Day – Information

· SSDC East Somerset Unitary Submission

· Local Council Review Magazine March 2007

· Clerks & Councils Direct March 2007

Noted.

131.
URGENT BUSINESS ARISING AFTER THE PREPARATION OF THIS AGENDA, WHICH THE CHAIRMAN AGREES TO TAKE AS URGENT.  SUCH MATTERS WILL BE FOR NOTING OR DEFERRAL TO A FUTURE MEETING ONLY.

Mrs. Botham reported removal of hedge at 3 Combe Street Lane and Clerk to request guidance from the Planning Department.

132.
NEXT MEETING: 
PLEASE NOTE THE NEXT MEETING IS AT 7.30 P.M. ON 24th APRIL 2007 IN THE REFECTORY BLOCK, BUCKLERS MEAD COMMUNITY SCHOOL, ST. JOHNS ROAD, YEOVIL                                                                                                                               
Meeting closed at 9.30 p.m.
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