MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING OF YEOVIL WITHOUT PARISH COUNCIL HELD IN THE REFECTORY BLOCK, BUCKLERS MEAD COMMUNITY SCHOOL, ST. JOHNS ROAD, YEOVIL ON TUESDAY, 28TH JUNE 2005 COMMENCING AT 7.30 P.M.

Members are reminded that the Council has general duty to consider the following matters in the exercise of any of its functions: Equal Opportunities (race, gender, sexual orientation, marital status and any disability) Crime & Disorder, Health & Safety and Human Rights.

OPEN SESSION

FOR YEOVIL WITHOUT PARISHIONERS ONLY

Representations by Parishioners with regard to application Nos. 05/01395/COU St Michaels Filling Station, 05/01488/COL 131 Combe Street Lane, and felling of trees in Rivers Road/Magna Close.

Presentation by Denise Dunford, Community Safety Project Worker, South Somerset District Council of the Social Inclusion Unit explaining the Westfield Planning for Real Project and how it was hoped it would progress.

16.
PRESENT: 

Mrs. Strong in the Chair, Mrs. Botham, Mrs. Hone, Mrs. Kendall Mr. Kingdon, Mr. Lock 

Mr. Snell, Mr. Wilding, Mr. Wood

To receive any apologies for absence and to consider acceptance of the reasons

Apologies for absence were received as follows and approved:

Mr. Hill - unwell

Mr. Hughes-Williams

Mrs. Tomsett – unwell

District Councillor Mr. Hann

Not Present:

Mr. Broadhead

Mr. Brown

17.
Co-option for Vacancy in Lyde Ward

Two nominees Mrs. Margaret Butler and Mr. David Penny.  Mrs. Botham proposed and Mrs. Kendall seconded and unanimous voted for Mr. Penny.   The declaration of acceptance of office was signed and countersigned by the Clerk as Proper Officer of the Parish Council and the Clerk gave him a “welcome Pack” of information including a Register of Interests form for completion within 28 days.

It was agreed to write to Mr. Broadhead to consider his position as Parish Councillor as due to work commitments and training he has been unable to attend Parish Council Meetings for 5 months and be involved in planning and other activities.

18.
Minutes of the Annual Parish Council Meeting held on Tuesday 31st May 2005 which had been circulated to members in draft form, were taken as read, confirmed and signed.

19.
Declaration of Interest

None

20.
Chairman’s Remarks

The Clerk is on holiday from 1st to 16th July 2005.

Each Parish Councillor has been given a Calendar of Meetings and Bucklers Mead Community School has confirmed all the meeting date bookings.

Details of the Lyde Road consultation pre-exhibition briefing session for Councillors and Officers at the Monmouth Hall, Thursday 7th July 4.15p.m. handed to Parish Councillors.  The Public Consultation is on Friday 8th and Saturday 9th July and nearest neighbour consultation at 7 p.m. on 7th July 2005.

21.
NEW PLANNING APPLICATIONS FOR CONSIDERATION

(i) 05/01519/FUL Demolition of existing garage and erection of new detached garage 116 Marsh Lane Yeovil Somerset BA21 3BZ

No objection

(ii) 05/01428/FUL Erection of a single storey extension to rear of dwellinghouse 97 High Lea Yeovil Somerset BA21 4PE

No objection

(iii) 05/01551/FUL Erection of a conservatory to rear of dwellinghouse 45 High Lea Yeovil Somerset BA21 4PE

No objection.  Comment that the gap between the extension and the garage being only 20cm access to the back garden is through the garage. Loss of light to No. 47 High Lea.

(iv) 05/01395/COU Alterations and the change of use of premises from petrol filling station (Use Class sui generis) to gospel hall (Use Class D1) Former St Michaels Filling Station St Michaels Avenue Yeovil Somerset BA21 4NB.  Adjoining Parish of Yeovil

In the public session Parishioners main objections were parking and noise that it would create and times of services in particular the 6 a.m. on Sundays which would mean people arriving before 6 a.m. and also the fact of increased traffic in 20 mph area.

Representatives of the Brethren stated that there would be two services a week 6 a.m. on Sunday for 1 hour, Monday 7 p.m. for 1 hour with additional occasional services on Friday 7 p.m. and Sunday 1 p.m. preaching service and that there would be approximately 12 cars bringing 50 people – less than the use as a garage would create.

Yeovil Without Parish Council debated at length resulting in votes being taken and finally voted against the application.  The basic reasons being inappropriate use causing noise and disturbance to residents particularly the 6 a.m. service on Sunday mornings.  They also wanted reassurance the underground tanks were properly decommissioned.

Councillors were concerned that by granting the change of use application this would prevent restrictions being placed to safeguard Parishioners concerns.
Proposed by Mr. Wood and seconded by Mr. Lock that the application be refused as inappropriate.  An amendment was then made which is required to be taken first.  Proposed by Mr. Snell and seconded by Mrs. Botham 7 for 3 abstentions to refuse on the time factor or a 6 a.m. start.  Mr. Wood proposed and seconded by Mr. Lock and a vote taken 5 for 3 abstentions and 2 against to refuse as inappropriate.

Residents left at 9 p.m.

(v) 05/01486/TPO Application to carry out tree surgery work to copper beech tree shown as T1 in the Yeovil District Council (Yeovil Without No. 1) Tree Preservation Order 1979 Brimsmore House Brimsmore Yeovil Somerset BA21 3NZ

No objection

(vi) 05/01467/FUL Loft conversion with dormer windows at rear of dwelling 23 Alastair Drive Yeovil Somerset BA21 3BT

No objection

(vii) 05/01465/FUL Loft conversion with dormer window at rear of 226 Larkhill Road Yeovil Somerset BA21 3LL

No objection

(viii) 05/01488/COL Alterations to form rooms in the roof space (Certificate of Lawfulness for a Proposed Use) 131 Combe Street Lane Yeovil Somerset BA21 3PG

Lengthy discussions.  

The Council voted to object to the application because of resultant lack of privacy for neighbouring gardens and gardens backing onto it.

It should be noted that the property ground level is higher than that of Combe Park properties.  Councillors felt that the provision of obscured windows would help resolution.

Neighbours on either side of 131 were visited and the occupant of the Combe Park property were present at the meeting.  He complained of the loss of privacy, present noise problems from the property and wanted the sewer link through his garden investigated.  He believes the sewer link went across his garden into his sewer.  He is concerned about the increased flow from an enlarged property.
(ix) 05/01317/FUL The erection of 2 No. two storey extensions to dwellinghouse 30 Trent Close Yeovil Somerset BA21 3XQ

Letter of objection received from Parishioner in 7 Sandlewood Close.

No objection.  Copy of objectors letter to be sent to Planning Office

(x) 05/01261/FUL Conversion of a barn into a dwelling (Amended application) Carents Barn, Yeovil Marsh, BA21 3QE.

No objection.

PLANNING APPLICATIONS NOTIFIED BUT NOT YET RECEIVED BY PARISH COUNCIL 

None

22.
PLANNING DECISIONS:

(i) 05/01226/FUL The erection of a conservatory to rear of dwellinghouse 166 Mudford Road Yeovil Somerset BA21 4NJ.  Granted.

(ii) 05/00880/FUL The erection of a two storey extension to dwellinghouse to include a double garage Marsh Hill Cottage Marsh Lane Yeovil Somerset BA21 3QA.  Granted.

23.
PLANNING CORRESPONDENCE:
Copy of letter from Vodafone to Mrs. Walls re the mast at Johnson Park and copy of Email to Planning Office indicating that the application was to be submitted on 24th June 2005. 

24.
MATTERS ARISING:
(a) Maintenance of Bus Shelters, provision of Litter Bins in Yeovil Marsh 7(e)

Hundredstone Bus Shelter. The tiles have been replaced and the cheque in settlement is under Finance Matters.  Arrangements to be made between Mr. Wood and Mrs. Tomsett for the agreed removal and delivery of the damaged seat.

Litter Bin next to Bus Shelter 

The bin has been ordered and Mr. Allen will liaise with the Swintex for delivery and installation.

(b) Distribution of information to Parishioners including Parish Council Website 7(f)

A demonstration Website has been set up and a cheque in settlement for the provision of the Website and domain name of gov.uk is under Finance Matter.  A working party set up to decide on the format, image and logo for the Website.  The Clerk, Mrs. Botham, Mr. Brown (in his absence), Mrs. Kendall, Mr. Kingdon, Mr. Wilding and Mrs. Strong to have input to the working party.

(c) Parking for Events at Yeovil Sports & Social Club 12.

Reply received to our letter of complaint.  Due to irrational parking within the grounds a considerable amount of the available parking area was made inaccessible and this exacerbated the problem of people parking on the adjoining roads.  They will endeavour to ensure that this problem is addressed for future events and will try to inform nearby residents in advance.  Open Day on 25th June and local Scout groups are taking part in a County organised 5-a-side football tournament on 11th July.

(d) Recycling Collections in Combe Street Lane 12.

South Somerset District Council’s contractors ECT have changed the collection times in Combe Street Lane to after 9 a.m. 

(e) Revised List of Appointments on Committees & Representatives 9.

Letter to be written to Mr. Hughes-Williams asking him to be the Tree Warden in addition to Mrs. Botham.

Mr. Snell is to continue as representative on the Yeovil Sports Club Committee and will attend the next meeting at Johnson Park.

Mrs. Kendall reported that Mr. Hill had asked for information on the future use of the Arts Centre and the adjoining car park.  Mrs. Strong to look into this.

(f) Matters received by the Clerk since the publication of the Agenda. 

Area South Committee Meeting is to be held on 13th July at The Gateway Centre.

25.
FINANCIAL MATTERS:
(a) Receipts and payments June  2005 

Receipts

No.
Payments



Balances
 £  176,120.40 
1255
SCC - Meeting Room
 £               17.50 


Co-operative Bank

1256
Dinah Cheek - Salary & Expenses
 £             884.76 


Interest
 £         201.92 
1257
Inland Revenue - PAYE
 £             261.26 


Halifax High Interest

1258
D C Allen - Works to play area etc.
 £             956.45 


Bond Interest
 £         807.67 
1259
Vision ICT Ltd. - Website
 £             329.00 




1260
Paul C Glover - Bus shelter repairs
 £             175.00 




1261
SCC - Footpath lighting
 £          5,477.54 
£__________






 £        8,101.51 




Balances c/f






Current A/C
 £             500.00 





Bus Res A/C
 £        18,761.81 





Halifax No. 1 Closed 30.9.04
 £                     -   





Halifax No. 3 Closed 30.9.04
 £                     -   





Halifax Gratuity Fund Closed 30.9.04
 £                     -   





Nat West Bonus Saver opened 30.9.04
 £      104,103.24 





Halifax High Interest Bond
 £        35,461.51 





Co-op High Interest Bond
 £        10,201.92 
 £                   -   




NOTE

 £    169,028.48 




£19,360 of the above is a separate Crematorium Fund






£2,801.34p.  of the above is a separate Gratuity Fund






£33,000 of the above is a separate Play Area 




 £                 -   

Refurbishment/replacement fund

 £                   -   

 
 £  177,129.99 



 £    177,129.99 




Halifax Shares






at 28.5.99 1,092 20p shares



CAPITAL FUND






Total Capital Fund as at 1st April 2004



 £        2,431.20 


Final Payment for Alvington



 £        14,835.11 






 £      17,266.31 


Allocated but not yet paid from Capital Fund



 Nil 


(b) Westfield Planning for Real Project 8(b)

Following lengthy discussions proposed by Mr. Kingdon seconded by Mr. Wood and vote taken 9 in favour and 1 abstention to grant £250 towards this project.

(c) Refurbishment of footpath Lyde Road to Lower Fairmead Road 8(d)

Mike Fear from County Highways is overseeing the necessary works to the footpath to enable it to be adopted by Somerset Highways. A cheque for £5,477.54 (£4661.74 plus VAT) to be sent with order to Highway Lighting for footpath lighting.  Once the lighting units are installed Somerset County Council will take over the costs for maintenance and energy.

(d) New Salary and Conditions of Service for Local Council Clerks as from 1st January 2005 8(e) –  Review of Contract of Employment

Revised Job Description for Clerk, Proper Officer and Responsible Financial Officer handed to Parish Councillors.  Final amendments to Contract of Employment and Job Description to be approved at 26th July 2005 Parish Council Meeting.

(e) SALC Councillors & Clerks Training Events in July 8(g)

Mrs. Kendall, Mr. Wilding, Mrs. Hone and Mrs. Strong to attend Councillor Training Event on Wednesday 20th July at Ditcheat at a cost of £20 per Parish Council.  Clerk to attend free Training Event on Friday 22nd July.

Mr. Lock left the meeting at 9.55p.m.

(f) Halifax High Interest Bond Renewal of 6 monthly investment on maturity on 4th July 2005

Proposed by Mr. Wood and seconded by Mrs. Hone and unanimously agreed to roll over the bond for a further 6 months.  Forms signed as required. 

(g) Society of Council Clerks Conference at Stratford-upon-Avon 8th October 2005.

Attendance of Clerk agreed.

26.
NEW ITEMS:
Allotment Maintenance

Unused allotments and paths to be cut and tidied.  Clerk to ascertain if Mr. P. Macey able to undertake this work.

Grass verges in Yeovil Marsh require cutting and overgrown hedge and bank by the sewage works.  Drain at the entrance of Poplars Close is blocked with mud (reported previously)

27.
REPORTS:

As attached.

28.
CORRESPONDENCE: 

· Letter from Parishioner regarding parking problems in Greenwood Road

This is an ongoing problem, forward copy of letter to Community Policeman and County Highways

· SSDC Sport & recreation Strategy Presentation & Workshop 6.30 p.m. 19th July 2005 at Brympton Way

Mr. Snell to attend.  Clerk to telephone him and remind.

· Defra Clean Neighbourhoods & Environment Act 2005

Noted.

· Somerset Gateway Form to be completed and information regarding Parish Newsletter.

THE FOLLOWING PART OF THE AGENDA WILL BE DEALT WITH AS TIME ALLOWS

29.
LIST OF ITEMS DISTRIBUTED AND AVAILABLE SINCE LAST MEETING:

DISTRIBUTED
· South Somerset NHS Primary Care Trust – The main items discussed at May’s Trust Board Meeting.

· St Margaret’s Hospice

· Somerset Playing Fields Association Newsletter The Playing Field Spring 2005

· South Somerset District Council Area South Committee Minutes 4th May 2005

· Community Council for Somerset – Thatch Magazine Summer 2005

· South Somerset NHS Primary Care Trust – Consultation o the Trust’s Five Year Strategic Framework

30.
URGENT BUSINESS ARISING AFTER THE PREPARATION OF THIS AGENDA, WHICH THE CHAIRMAN AGREES TO TAKE AS URGENT.  SUCH MATTERS WILL BE FOR NOTING OR DEFERRAL TO A FUTURE MEETING ONLY.

31.
NEXT MEETING: 

PLEASE NOTE THE NEXT MEETING TUESDAY 26th JULY 2005 IN THE REFECTORY BLOCK, BUCKLERS MEAD COMMUNITY SCHOOL, ST. JOHNS ROAD, YEOVIL
Meeting closed at 10.15 p.m.
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