MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING OF YEOVIL WITHOUT PARISH COUNCIL HELD IN THE REFECTORY BLOCK, BUCKLERS MEAD COMMUNITY SCHOOL, ST. JOHNS ROAD, YEOVIL ON TUESDAY, 31st OCTOBER 2006 COMMENCING AT 7.30 P.M.

Members are reminded that the Council has general duty to consider the following matters in the exercise of any of its functions: Equal Opportunities (race, gender, sexual orientation, marital status and any disability) Crime & Disorder, Health & Safety and Human Rights.

OPEN SESSION

FOR YEOVIL WITHOUT PARISHIONERS ONLY

5 Parishioners

Mrs. Hunt sent her apologies and requested that details be given of the Somerset County Councillor community fund and if there were any suitable projects for the information to be passed to her.

55. 
PRESENT:
Mrs. Strong in the Chair, Mr. Hill, Mrs. Botham, Mr. Brassington, Mr. Brown, Mrs. Hone, Mrs. Kendall, Mr. Kingdon, Mr. Snell, Mrs Tomsett, Mr. Wilding,

District Councillor Mr. Hann

District Councillor Mr. Roake

To receive any apologies for absence and to consider acceptance of the reasons

Apologies for absence were received as follows and approved:

Mr. Lock – in hospital

Mr. Penny – personal reasons

Mr. Hughes-Williams – on holiday

Mr. Wood - Working

County Councillor Mrs. Hunt

It was reported that Mr. Penny’s wife Pauline is recovering from an operation and a card to be sent giving our support and this difficult time.

56.
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 26th September 2006 which had been circulated to members in draft form, were taken as read, confirmed and signed. 

57.
Declaration of Interest

Mr. Hill 06/03365/FUL 13 Albert Close personal and prejudicial interest as adjoining property.

Mr. Snell 06/03523/FUL Grove Cottage, 06/03362/FUL Marshes Hill Farm and 06/03203/FUL 4 Combe Street Lane personal and prejudicial interest as owner of adjoining land.

Mrs. Tomsett 06/03362/FUL Marshes Hill Farm personal and prejudicial interest as owner of adjoining land.

Chairman’s Remarks

PCSO’s unable to attend this evenings meeting but wish to attend future meetings.  If there are any matters Parish Councillors wish to raise these can be dealt with at the beginning of each meeting.

Chief Superintendent Andy Marsh has moved and been replaced by Chief Superintendent Nikki Watson.

Work to fell diseased trees is to be undertaken in the Cemetery.

Extra item on the Agenda planning application 91 Freedom Avenue adjoining Parish of Yeovil.

Please note the date of the next Parish Council meetings on Tuesday 21st November, Tuesday 12th December and Tuesday 23rd January which are not the last Tuesday of the month.

58. NEW PLANNING APPLICATIONS FOR CONSIDERATION

(i) 06/03404/FUL Erection of single storey extension to rear of dwelling (Re submission of 06/01458/FUL) 337 St Michaels Avenue Yeovil Somerset BA21 4ND.  No objection and recommend approval.

(ii) 06/03054/FUL The erection of a replacement dwelling The Coign Yeovil Marsh Yeovil Somerset BA21 3QE. No objection and recommend approval

Mr. Snell having declared a personal and prejudicial interest left the meeting.

(iii) 06/03523/FUL The erection of a two storey extension to dwellinghouse and garage Grove Cottage Yeovil Marsh Yeovil Somerset BA21 3QA.  No objection and recommend approval.

Mrs. Tomsett having declared a personal and prejudicial interest left the meeting.

(iv) 06/03362/FUL The erection of a two storey front extension to dwelling Marshes Hill Farm Marsh Lane Yeovil Somerset BA21 3PG.  No objection and recommend approval.

Mrs. Tomsett returned to the meeting.

(v) 06/03203/FUL The erection of a single storey rear extension to dwellinghouse 4 Combe Street Lane Yeovil Somerset BA21 3PB. No objection and recommend approval.

Mr. Snell returned to the meeting.

Mr. Hill having declared a personal and prejudicial interest left the meeting.

(vi) 06/03365/FUL The erection of a conservatory 13 Albert Close Yeovil Somerset BA21 3NS.  No objection and recommend approval.

Mr. Hill returned to the meeting.

(vii) 06/03367/FUL The erection of a ground floor extension to dwelling 18 Albert Close Yeovil Somerset BA21 3NS. No objection and recommend approval.  Suggest a condition be placed on this application to prevent the flat roof areas ever being raised and the extension should remain as one storey.

(viii) 06/03572/FUL Erection of a conservatory 64 Greenwood Road Yeovil Somerset BA21 3LQ.  No objection and recommend approval.

(ix)
06/03236/FUL The erection of a conservatory to rear of dwellinghouse 1 Fairmead Road Yeovil Somerset BA21 5SG.  No objection and recommend approval.
PLANNING APPLICATIONS CONSIDERED (UNDER STANDING ORDER NO. 76(2)) PRIOR TO MEETING TO COMPLY WITH PLANNING OFFICE DEADLINES.

06/03799/FUL Erection of an attached dwelling and form parking spaces.  Land adjoining 91 Freedom Avenue.  Adjoining Parish of Yeovil.

No objection and recommend approval.  We support the provision of 4 parking spaces in front of the dwellings and the access from Freedom Avenue.  The final exterior finish to be brick rather than render to match adjoining properties and to be in keeping with the existing street scene. 

PLANNING APPLICATIONS NOTIFIED BUT NOT YET RECEIVED BY PARISH COUNCIL

None

59(a)
PLANNING DECISIONS:


(i) 06/02940/LBC and 06/02948/FUL Erection of a conservatory Pear Tree Cottage Yeovil Marsh Yeovil Somerset BA21 3QB.  Granted.

The Yeovil Marsh Church Hall application has been granted.  To date this approval has not been posted on the SSDC Website and Yeovil Without Parish Council have not received a copy of the decision notice.

The Gospel Hall resubmission of the application at the old equestrian centre is yet to be received.

59(b)
PLANNING CORRESPONDENCE:

Enforcement Matters

Brookside Cottage Yeovil Marsh

In a private capacity Mr. Lock contacted the Enforcement Planners with regard to vehicles parking in the lay-by and the running of a business from this property.  He requested that any reply be sent to the Parish Council.  The Chairman emphasised that all matters of this nature should be dealt with via the Clerk.

The Highway Authority to be asked if this lay-by forms part of the highway and the enforcement situation to be follow up by the Clerk.

Lichens, Yeovil Marsh

Enforcement action being taken with regard to the finishes on the extension and the new access.

60.
MATTERS ARISING:
(a) Boundary Review Update.  A quotation has been obtained for printing and posting out a further letter to Parishioners and arrangements for a venue for a Parish Meeting are being made.  Further Parish Boundary Review Committee Meetings are on Monday 6th and 27th November which the Clerk and possibly the Chairman will attend to ensure all information is available for the Parish Council.  

The Agenda for the 6th November Meeting states

7. Future Meetings – Consideration of Cases

Purpose of Report

This report confirms the arrangements for the Committee’s next meeting on 27th November

Recommendations

The Committee is asked to note that its next meeting is to be held on 27th November at 9.30 a.m.

Background

The Committee will receive information on those submissions to the review that remain still to be considered.

As reported to the last meeting it is hoped that all the submissions can be heard prior to the end of this calendar year.  This would enable the recommendations on all cases to be published for further public consultation early in the New Year.  An updated timetable for the remainder of the review will be reported at the meeting.

At the last meeting of this Committee recommendations were agreed in respect of the submissions concerning Yeovil.  It was reported at that meeting that depending on the recommendations agreed there may need to be a further report outlining any electoral changes that may be necessary to ensure effective governance.  It is intended that this report will be submitted to the next meeting of this Committee.

(Quote from old Minutes)

A quotation has been received from Mr. James Shedden with regard to the printing of a newsletter with a non profit margin.  This puts the Parish Council in a difficult position as consideration of the planning application for a Gospel Hall is still underway and the Parish Council must be seen to be completely independent.  However further consideration is to be given to sending out some sort of newsletter possibly with the information on the Parish Boundary Review?  It was agreed that the members of the Parish Boundary Review working party consider the content of any newsletter/information sheet.

(b) Yeovil Marsh Litter Bin.  To be installed shortly.  Take off the Agenda for next meeting.

(c) SSDC Annual Inspection, repairs and maintenance of Johnson Park Play Area.  All the necessary works are in progress.  Take of the Agenda for next meeting.

(d) Allotment maintenance and request for erection of a shed.  The condition of the allotments is excellent and Mr. & Mrs. Bailey who are renting Plot 7 are very keen.  Agreed their request for the erection of a shed.

(e) Provision of bus shelter Runnymead Road.  Mr. Wilding met with First Group and due to problems with health and safety and as the location of the shelter would be right in front of houses in Runnymede Road it is not feasible to install a bus shelter.

(f) Footpaths and hedges Gainsborough Way and Redwood Road. All dealt with.  Request SSDC to further cut back the hedge in Redwood Road as it is still overhanging the footpath.

(g) Matters received by the Clerk since the publication of the Agenda. 

The Standards Board will not be taking any action in respect of Mr. Lock’s conduct as he was acting in a private capacity and not as a Parish Councillor.

61.
CORRESPONDENCE:

· SSDC Update Parish Elections 2007.  The District and Parish Elections are on 3rd May 2007 and a copy of the details of the election and the first election bulletin have been copied to all Parish Councillors for their information.

· SALC Items of Interest to Councillors and Clerks October 2006.  Given to all Parish Councillors.

· SSDC – Milford Community Consultation and Action Planning Project.  Noted no action to be taken.

· Avon & Somerset Police - Safer, Stronger Neighbourhoods Roadshow 27th November 2006.  Information given to Mrs. Botham who may attend this Roadshow with Mrs. Kendall.

· Energy Saving Campaign.  Noted.

· SSDC Hackney Carriage Byelaws 1st September 2006.  Noted.

· Promoting Risky Play Supporting Childhood Seminar 29th November 2006.  Noted.

· SCC Cropping & Ploughing Public Rights of Way – A Guide for Landowners & Farmers.  Forwarded to Mr. Lock for information.

· Yeovil Poppy Appeal 2006.  Launch of the appeal took place at the Football Ground and Mrs. Botham attended.

· SCC Transport – Somerset Travel Guides.  Clerk to request 6 copies of each.

· Somerset Rural Youth Project Questionnaire.  Clerk to complete.

· SSDC State of the District Meeting 23rd November 6.15 p.m. at Brympton Way.  Wait for further information.

Mr. Hann and Mr. Roake left the meeting at 9.10p.m.

62.
FINANCIAL MATTERS:
(a) Receipts and payments October 2006

Receipts

No.
Payments



Balances
 £170,878.67 
1379
SCC - Meeting Room
 £         28.00 


Bonus Saver Account

1380
Dinah Cheek - Salary & Expenses
 £     1,075.85 


Interest
 £      513.72 
1381
Inland Revenue - PAYE
 £       306.67 


Quarterly Bonus
 £      321.84 
1382
Yeovil Sports & Social Club - Grant
 £   15,000.00 


HSBOS Dividend
 £      147.42 
1383
SSDC - Cemetery Maintenance
 £   10,671.34 


Reserve Account
 £      107.41 
1384
Moore Stephens - Audit 2005/2006
 £       411.25 


Mr. & Mrs. Bailey
 £        10.00 
1385
Porter Dodson - Allotment Land
 £       178.25 


Allotment Rental

1386
Smart Cartridge - Printer Cartridges
 £         26.97 






 £              -   
 £               -   




Balances c/f

 £  27,698.33 


   

Current A/C
 £       500.00 





Bus Res A/C
 £     7,673.44 





Halifax No. 1 Closed 30.9.04
 £              -   





Halifax No. 3 Closed 30.9.04
 £              -   





Halifax Gratuity Fund Closed 30.9.04
 £              -   





Nat West Bonus Saver opened 30.9.04
 £   88,443.93 





Halifax High Interest Bond
 £   37,048.11 





Co-op High Interest Bond
 £   10,615.25 
 £               -   




NOTE

 £144,280.73 




£24,200 of the above is a separate Crematorium Fund






£3,788.67  of the above is a separate Gratuity Fund






£33,000 of the above is a separate Play Area 




 £             -   

Refurbishment/replacement fund

 £               -   

 
 £171,979.06 

Halifax Shares at 28.5.99 1,092 20p. Shares

 £171,979.06 

CAPITAL FUND






Total Capital Fund as at 1st April 2004



 £   2,431.20 


Final Payment for Alvington



 £   14,835.11 


Less Grant to Birchfield Community Centre



-£    5,000.00 






 £ 12,266.31 


Allocated but not yet paid from Capital Fund






Yeovil Marsh Church Hall



 £   25,000.00 


Yeovil Sports & Social Club



 £   15,000.00 


Yeovil Sports and Social Club grant cheque to be presented by Mr. Hill and Mr. Brassington at 8th November Meeting and publicity to be arranged.

Shopmobility request for grant to be considered at January 2007 Meeting with all other applications.

(b) Completion of Annual Return and Audit – Auditors Report.  

The Auditors Report was presented to the Parish Council and with regard to the Fidelity Guarantee Insurance, having consulted County Secretary Peter Lacey, the Parish Council agreed that as the necessary procedures are in place to ensure security with regard to all the cheques, bank accounts and bonds held by the Parish Council that this insurance not be increased.   All cheques are signed at Parish Council Meetings and each month prior to the meeting the Financial Scrutiny Members (not signatories to the Parish Council bank accounts) check the invoices, supporting documentation, cheques, bank statements.  Each cheque has to be signed by two Parish Councillors and the Clerk thus ensuring security.  Withdrawal from the Halifax and Co-op Bonds can only be made with the signatures and authority of the Chairman and Vice Chairman.

Noted that the Parish Council should minute the discussion of all internal and external audit reports.  If there are no issues to discuss it is still good practice to note this in the minutes.

The changes to the accounts with regard to the Halifax shares was noted and the Clerk will make the necessary alterations.

The Audit has been completed and the necessary statutory notices displayed on the five noticeboards throughout the Parish.

(c) Purchase of “Planning Simplified: A Guide for Parish Councillors.  Agreed to purchase one copy to assess content prior to purchasing any further copies.

63.
NEW ITEMS:

(a)
Somerset County Council – Local Area Agreement and Contact Information.  Copies to all Parish Councillors.

(b) The Government White Paper was released on 26th October.  The Clerk accessed this on the Government Website and printed out the Summary as the whole document runs to 239 pages.  It was agreed to await summary and advice from SALC.

(c) Standards Board Circular – to be circularised to all Parish Councillors.

64. REPORTS:

SALC AGM 30TH September 2006 10.30 – 16.30 North Curry Village Hall

Attended by the Clerk, Robin Wilding and Chairman together with Chairman of Brympton and Mudford Parishes.  A show of hands revealed there were more clerks than chairman and pressman.

As usual it was two meetings, with the AGM sandwiched between the meetings of all four SALC areas.

In the morning much of the time was taken up by Peter Lacey updating members on policy matters.  Much of it on what the long awaited Local Government White Paper might say, and seeking our responses.  This was interesting as many were dual-hatted councillors, for and against unitary authorities, warning of the costs involved and the higher profile for parish councils.  The timetable is slipping with the White Paper perhaps coming in November and the resulting Bill, February 2007.  This will result in very little time for consultation and feedback to SALC and NALC.

It is expected the Standards Board will publish their review of the Code of Conduct next month, with 13 weeks consultation, the outcome end of January 2007, and result March 2007.  Again various changes have been ‘leaked’ but as with above I’m sure there will be a SALC circulate issued.

In the afternoon the Deputy Chief Constable, Avon & Somerset Police, Stephen Otter, spoke for about an hour about neighbourhood policing.  A lot of time was given over to answering questions (15) covering lack of communication; PCSO’s attending parish council meetings; Portishead call centre response; recruitment of “specials”; breach of peace at parish council meetings.  I raised our Parish Council’s difficulty in funding PCSO’s.  In particular one suggestion may be followed up – to delegate the parish councils’ powers under the Cleaner Neighbourhoods Act.

The last major item was Open Forum which is items asked for earlier in the Agenda.

(a) Our Clerk raised questions about Boundary Review procedures, about public notice for consultation and when changes could be implemented.  It then became apparent that SALC was unaware the Review covered all South Somerset District.

(b) Pressure put upon parish councils by planning department’s short notice for application responses.

(c) Salting lanes – sounded trivial until we explored the problem due to Somerset Highways not doing it.  Instead leaving grit for local to do it, but insurers would not cover the volunteers.

(d) Request for training on the Cleaner Neighbourhoods Act.  There are legal and cost implications.

The Secretary gave notice that the annual fee would increase 2.7%, NALC salaries will increase by 2% next year.

The next SALC South Area meeting will be on 11th December.

Barbara J. Strong.

Yeovil Crematorium and Cemetery Committee Meeting 11th October 2006

Attended by Alf Hill and myself, it was fairly short but lively meeting.  We looked at the budgets for both sites.  Both have 10 year programmes which will require further forward planning.  At the Cemetery it is a rolling programme of repair, especially fencing and boundary walls.  At the Crematorium there is maintenance work and upgrading for safety standards.

A charming letter has been received in praise of the Crematorium, and in particular the Hall of Remembrance and the electronic book of remembrance.

The matter of an agreement with the Committee for the District Council’s capital support for the Crematorium has yet to be drafted.  Donna Parham, Head of Finance, wishes to know how we “wish to treat our 11% share”.  I have suggested she attends one of our council meetings.

Barbara J. Strong.

Abbey Manor Community Association – 18th October 2006

These meetings are mainly “domestic” covering the problems of running a hall with multi usage, mis-use and vandalism.  Bookings continue to increase.  Good news – the last repayment of the original loan has been paid.  It is planned to hold a reception on 13th January 2007 for all those involved in the beginning of the Hall and the Association (1986 opened 1992).   

The plans for the improvements are with the District Planning Department and are causing some debate.  These are necessary to provide disabled access, an emergency exit, and will improve the use of the mezzanine floor.  Downstairs, the improvements will benefit the users and widen the range of bookings.  The fund raising will require a major effort.

Barbara J. Strong.

Yeovil Sports & Social Club Board of Management Meeting 11th October 2006
Quotes from various main building firms are being sought, and subject to amended plans being submitted, the finance appears to be in place for the new changing rooms.

The secretary has sent the required details to Yeovil Without Parish Council and the trustees have sent confirmation direct of the clubs status.

Membership applications have shown a reasonable increase and plans are in place for additional children’s’ Xmas entertainment.

Roger Brassington.

32nd Annual Conference of the Society of Local Council Clerks held in Plymouth 20th –22nd October. Including the AGM

Excellent Conference with 240 Clerks attending which is the highest ever attendance of Clerks from throughout England and Wales.

A wide variety of subjects were covered including lectures, workshops and advisors’ surgeries on the Future of Local Government, Governance, Ethics & Standards, Personal Skills including Time Management, Planning workshop, Village Halls, Rural Crime.  The Chief Executive Nick Randle presented information on the 2006 Terms and Conditions review and the launch of the Professional Institute for Clerks. The Great Debate on the motion “This Conference believes professional Clerks should lead rather than follow policy making within Local Councils” was most enlightening. 

The Somerset Branch of the Society of Local Council Clerks, for which I am the Membership Secretary, won the cup for the highest number of Clerks joining the Society this year. 

The whole of the Conference emphasised the role of both Parish Councils and professional Parish Clerks in the future of Local Government.

Dinah Cheek

Somerset County Council Draft Rights of Way Improvement Plan Meeting 26th September 2006

Disappointingly neither Mr. Lock nor Mr. Snell attended this meeting despite previous reminders.  They had specifically requested to attend and as numbers were very limited it was very unfortunate and gave a very bad impression of the Parish Council.   

Mrs. Botham was reserve and would have attended had she known.

Details as set out below have been received from someone who attended the meeting from another Parish Council.

Definitive map is not representative of modern needs, the network is fragmented, not connected.  From 2 May 2006 new PROW exists, RESTRICTED BY-WAY for use on foot, horse, bicycle, horse and cart. 

Somerset has one of the longest ROW network in the country 3800 miles, South Somerset has 934 miles of ROW.  The Improvement Plan aims to encourage use of this network, protect and provide opportunities in health, education and recreation.

New developments, Coleridge Way, Community Paths Partnership to clear paths, database and mapping system.  www.somerset.gov.uk/rightsofway  This can be used for checking ROW and reporting problems.  Follow steps to report faults though in SSDC we can still report by phone to Eve Wynne at Wincanton, both methods will result in action.

Draft ROW Improvement Plan

Key issues, many ROW are not used due to safety fears where they meet the highway, many issues arise out of lack of understanding of responsibilities of users and landowners.

Key policies, how paths are maintained, less restrictive furniture used when replacing stile and gates.

Key Actions, New definitive map and statement, launch community paths partnership.

Funding, no extra, £300k used from Local Transport Plan a further £400k secured over next 4 years.

Tree Wardens Meeting at Brympton Way

Mrs Botham and I plus 16 other Tree Wardens attended a meeting on October 3rd.  Many issues were discussed.

There are now 20 wardens and more are required.   It was suggested that the existing wardens could amalgamate with neighbouring parishes to share their ideas.

More sites are required for tree planting.

A disease is endangering horse chestnut trees.  It could be as serious as the Dutch Elm disease.

A new TPO form has been produced to make it easier for the public.  A copy available from Clerk

After the buffet Mr. Parker gave a talk with slides.  He has travelled all over the work discovering unusual trees.  One was 4000 years old.

Meeting ended 9.00p.m.

Leaflets and book on trees available from the Clerk

Mrs Margaret Kendall

65.
LIST OF ITEMS DISTRIBUTED AND AVAILABLE SINCE LAST MEETING:

· Local Councils Update October 2006.  Noted.

66.
URGENT BUSINESS ARISING AFTER THE PREPARATION OF THIS AGENDA, WHICH THE CHAIRMAN AGREES TO TAKE AS URGENT.  SUCH MATTERS WILL BE FOR NOTING OR DEFERRAL TO A FUTURE MEETING ONLY.

Items for the Agenda for 21st November Meeting

SCC Brimsmore Key Site – Bus Shelter Maintenance

South Somerset Local Development Framework.  Statement of Community Involvement six-week consultation ends on 6th December 2006.

67.
NEXT MEETING: 3RD TUESDAY IN THE MONTH 
PLEASE NOTE THE NEXT MEETING IS AT 7.30 P.M. ON TUESDAY 21st NOVEMBER 2006 IN THE REFECTORY BLOCK, BUCKLERS MEAD COMMUNITY SCHOOL, ST. JOHNS ROAD, YEOVIL 

 Meeting closed at 9.40 p.m.
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