MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL MEETING FOR THE PARISH OF YEOVIL WITHOUT HELD AT THE REFECTORY BLOCK, BUCKLERS MEAD SCHOOL, YEOVIL ON TUESDAY 28th MARCH 2006 COMMENCING AT 7.30 P.M.

Members are reminded that the Council has general duty to consider the following matters in the exercise of any of its functions: Equal Opportunities (race, gender, sexual orientation, marital status and any disability) Crime & Disorder, Health & Safety and Human Rights.

Presentation by Steve Joel South Somerset District Council Sports and Leisure Office.  Mr. Joel spoke for over half an hour explaining the District Council’s Strategy for Sport and Active Leisure, the funding and possible sites.  He was closely questioned by Councillors afterwards.

1.
PRESENT: 

Mrs. Strong in the Chair, Mr. Hill, Mrs. Botham, Mr. Brassington, Mr. Brown, Mrs. Hone, Mr. Kingdon, Mr. Lock, Mr. Penny, Mr. Wilding, Mr. Wood.

District Councillor Mr. Roake

10 Parishioners

To receive any apologies for absence and to consider acceptance of the reasons

Apologies for absence were received as follows and approved:

Mr. Hughes-Williams – long term sick

Mrs. Kendall - unwell

Mr. Snell – family commitments

Mrs. Tomsett – family commitments

District Councillor Mr. Hann
2. Minutes of the last Annual Parish Meeting held on 29th March 2005 which were confirmed at the Parish Council Meeting on 26th April 2005.

3.
Chairman’s review of the work of the Parish Council during the past year. As attached Report

4.
Clerk’s report on the Council’s finances. As attached Report

5.
Comments by Councillors serving as representatives of the Council on Committees/bodies.  As attached Reports

6.
Questions and comments from the floor. None

7.
Closure of meeting
Meeting closed at 8.25 p.m.

YEOVIL WITHOUT PARISH COUNCIL CHAIRMAN’S REPORT MARCH 2005-6

Looking through the Council’s minutes for the year planning applications still take up much of our time, between and during meetings.  Due to the change of the regime, our Standing Orders have had to be amended, to get our responses back to the planning offices in time.  This means applications are not being advertised and heard in public.  We do not like this as it is against our policy rules.  Very few applications are being put to the Area South Committee.  There are times when our objections are not successful, despite parishioners efforts, in particular, the Vodaphone mast at Johnson Park, and the houses to be built next to 157 Wessex Road.  Progress on the Key Sites is slow.  In April we discussed the North of Thorne Lane proposal but have heard no more since.  In July 2005 and January 2006 two public showings were given for East of Lyde Road.  Adjacent to our parish, the Lufton Key site seems to be progressing and councillors have attended presentations.  Now that a school is proposed for there, this should ease some of our traffic concerns.

The Code of Conduct continues to be with us, at present under review, a slow and lengthy procedure.  Councillors’ training sessions by SALC and SSDC continue.  We have started setting up a parish website, and hope this will soon be operational.

This year several councillors have been on long term sick leave.  Two others have resigned Mr. Penny and Mr. Brassington have replaced them.  We continue to respond to parishioners concerns, not always succeeding, but often delayed by lack of response from other authorities.

Finance A new scale of payment and conditions for clerks has been issued and this has been adopted.  At long last the lighting of the footpath between Lyde Road and Lower Fairmead Road is completed, costing £5,447.  We are now waiting for County Highways to adopt.  We have provided new litter bins.  A new bus shelter costing £3,000 is on order for Lyde Road and should be installed in May.  We have restored the one at Hundredstone, described as a “rest centre” and donated by Mr. Minty in 1952.  People continue to do damage and we continued to pay for repairs.  Dog-waste bins have had to be replaced and repairs to others done, also maintenance and repairs to Johnson Park play equipment.

We granted £3,000 to charities this year.  Marie Curie Cancer Care and the Dorset & Somerset Air Ambulance each receiving £850; CAB and Women’s Refuge, £300 each; CVS, Relate, Credit Union, WRVS, Victim Support, Yeovil Marsh Newsletter, and Cruse received £100 each.  To Birchfield Community Centre £5,000 for their refurbishment plans and Westfield Planning for Real £250.

In addition to the meetings reports attached, Councillors are attending other meetings viz: Police Community Support Officers Group, United Charities, John Nowes foundation, and Birchfield Community Centre.  One Councillor is representing us on two neighbouring meetings, Westfield Planning for Real and Larkhill Open Space (Brympton)

Now at the very end of this period comes the matter of Boundary Changes to which we are responding, officially to SSDC, and to our parishioners.  Having prepared this report it is hard to believe our parishioners will be better off being incorporated into Yeovil Town.  Brympton too have ambitions for part of our parish.  I am sure the coming year is going to be unpleasant and complicated, especially with Government proposals to be issued in June to create Unitary Authorities to replace the present two tier system of District and County Councils.  I am sure the public are going to find it very confusing.

We are fortunate to have a good, experienced Clerk.  Despite some period of ill health she continues to service and guide us well.  I am glad to see our Vice Chairman back, now fitter and slimmer and giving the support so necessary to a chairman.  My thanks to everyone for their support and work this year.

Barbara J. Strong.

CLERK’S REPORT ON ACCOUNTS FOR 2005/2006
The accounts for the year ending 31st March, 2005 were audited under the new Regulations and the Annual return approved by Moore Stephens Chartered Accountants on 30th August 2005.
Balances as at 31st March 2005 
£


Current Account
512.00


Business Reserve Account
41,961.52


Halifax BS No. 1 Closed 30.9.04



Halifax BS No. 3 Closed 30.9.04



Halifax Gratuity Fund Closed 30.9.04



Nat West Bonus Saver opened 30.9.04

Halifax High Interest Bond

Co-op High Interest Bond
44,103.24

34,653.84

10,000.00


£131,230.60

Halifax Shares 1092 at 20p. Per Share





Balances as at 28th February 2006



Current Account
500.00


Business Reserve Account
21,301.64


Halifax BS No. 1 Closed 30.9.04



Halifax BS No. 3 Closed 30.9.04



Halifax Gratuity Fund Closed 30.9.04



Nat West Bonus Saver opened 30.9.04
75,986.35


Halifax High Interest Bond
36,257.01


Co-op High Interest Bond
10,201.92
£144,246.92





Halifax Shares 1092 at 20p. Per share





NOTE 

£24,200 of the above is a separate Crematorium Fund



£3,287.83p. of the above is a separate Gratuity Fund



£33,000 of the above is a separate Play Area 
Refurbishment/replacement fund





Cemetery deficit Revised Estimate 2005/2006 £20,500.10p of which second payment of £10,250.10p. is due March 2006

(First payment of £10,250 paid October 2005)

(Electorate of Yeovil Without Parish Council as at December 2005 

 5,427 on which this figure is calculated)


£20,500.10


Cemetery deficit Estimate 2006/2007
£22,416.00


CAPITAL FUND
Total Capital Fund as at 1st April 2004
£2,431.20


Final Payment for Alvington 

Less Grant to Birchfield Community Centre in 2005
£14,835.11

-£5,000.00


TOTAL
£12,266.31


Allocated but not yet paid from Capital Fund



Yeovil Marsh Church Hall 
£11,000.00


The Precept for the coming year 2006/2007 is £51,343 of which £22,416 is for the Cemetery deficit which is an overall reduction compared with the Precept for 2005/2006 of £56,650 of which £20,500.10p. was for the Cemetery deficit.



YEOVIL CREMATORIUM & CEMETERY COMMITTEE March 2005-6

Five meetings attended by myself and supported by either Alf Hill or Jo Hone.  Upgrading and improvements continue on both sites.

Cemetery all the paths are completed, the Lodge windows repaired and protected plus new fencing.  New railings have been installed at the main entrance to deter unwanted visitors.  Also in hand further improvements for the benefit of the disabled.

Crematorium.  The Poppy field archway is in place and wild seeds sown.  The Bluebell memorial rose garden is completed with an archway over the stream.  The Chapel has been redecorated, a new fire alarm system installed, and a new lectern for the benefit of the clergy.  The roof has been insulated and guttering and cladding replaced. A new table for the Book of Remembrance is now in place and a touch screen to access entries all the year round.

Regulations concerning Mercury emissions continue to be discussed.

We have been obliged to apply for VAT registration and fees will be increased to cover this.

By far the greatest expense on both sites is security.  The entire Cemetery boundary has been secured by fencing and hedging.  At the Crematorium there has to be extra security on the entrance gates, extra fencing, anti-vandal measures and CCTV cover.

ABBEY COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION MARCH 2005-6

Four meetings in the past year with much of the time spent discussing the general running of the Hall.  There is a new table tennis table, and, following advertisements bookings are increasing.  Booking charges have been increased.  Plans for renovating the Hall are progressing, awaiting drawings and costings.

SOMERSET ASSOCIATION OF LOCAL COUNCILS March 2005-6

Four meetings attended with Mr. Wilding.

As ever the subjects, Code of Conduct, Quality Parish Councils and Local Vision continue to be discussed.  Recently we have been advised of a White Paper expected in June, to promote unitary authorities. At the AGM we learned about the Regional Spatial Strategy which will plan the future development of the SouthWest after the Structure plans end in three years time.

March 13th 2006 Peter Lacey explained the perceived timetable for Unitary Authorities following the publication of the White Paper expected in June.  There will be no time allowed for long term public discussion, and it is expected to be in the Queen’s Speech in November.  The size of the authority is relevant, 2000,000 population being too small.  Somerset is 400,000, and a Unitary Authority could possible have only 70 seats.  It is thought this could be law by April 2009, just before May elections.  All this adds to the confusion caused by the proposed boundary changes locally.  The “in” phase is “Neighbourhood Governance”, so that the word “Parish” may disappear.    Some of this is to cover parishes too small to have councils, so there is talk of “clusters” and “hub and Spoke” (rather like Rural Urban councils)

Local Area Agreements were explained.  Government funding follows these.  Somerset is likely to be agreed by April 2006.  These Agreements include Primary Care and Police.  Quality Parish Councils are still being pushed because money and empowerment follows achievement.  Now they are looking at the requirement of 80% elected councillors followed by 100% at the next election.  This is proving a stumbling block.  

We were told a true “horror storey” of parish council dealing with a planning application as a “round robin” being passed around for councillors’ written comments on the back.  Behind all this is the legal position of the Clerk to make the response.  The representative to the Development Control User Forum, especially the review of the latest planning regime.  As throughout the meeting, this gave rise to much dissatisfaction with the system.  

The CAB rep. Explained their financial position of a shortfall of £30,000 for 2006-7 partly due to no funding from County Council.

Peter Lacey listed training sessions to be arranged for Clerks and Chairman.

Barbara J. Strong.

Annual Report Yeovil Sports Club Johnson Park 2005/2006

The Club have had another steady year.  The income has held up over the year with the Football Club playing a major part.

The Management have coped with the loss of the Club Secretary Brian Rowlands due to illness (wishing him well) the job being covered by D. Paully and R. Meecham.

The problem with vandalism and Court Gardens is still ongoing.

The Planning Appeal on the Vodafone mast was approved and there is a small fee each year.  I am not sure if it goes to the Club or the Trustees.

The Board of Management had a nasty shock when South Somerset District council opposed them having a grant from the Football Association claiming they were in dispute with the club over the SSDC plans to build a super sports area of excellence which does not include football, but the Town Club may be able to use the fitness facility.  SSDC have just agreed a sum of £25,000 to justify a plan.  The Club Board have asked the Trustees (all not known) to explain any secret meetings with SSDC and its effect on the Sports Club.  No reply over the past three months.  Our SSDC Councillor has had difficulty finding out what is going on and suspects it’s financial as the SSDC has no money.  How much easier for them if the Town Council ran this area?

The Boxing Club have asked to use the Club and build facilities in the grounds.

A. J. Hill

Woburn Almshouse

The residents are well and in good health.

I visited before Christmas to give out cards and gifts.

Marie Botham
Brief Annual Report of activities for Yeovil Without Parish Council 2005-6 by Mr. R. Brassington.

Joined November 2005 and have attended the four meetings since.  I have been involved with three planning applications, on site, with senior members of the council present.  

I was approached regarding the matters of parking on grass verges and dogs defecating on pavements and verges.  The local Community Police eventually distributed warning letters to householders in the relevant area re the verges, and the Dog Warden renewed warning signs on the lampposts in the general area.

Roger Brassington.

