
MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL MEETING FOR THE PARISH OF YEOVIL WITHOUT HELD AT THE REFECTORY BLOCK, BUCKLERS MEAD SCHOOL, YEOVIL ON TUESDAY 25th MARCH 2008 COMMENCING AT 7.00 P.M.

Members are reminded that the Council has general duty to consider the following matters in the exercise of any of its functions: Equal Opportunities (race, gender, sexual orientation, marital status and any disability) Crime & Disorder, Health & Safety and Human Rights.

1.
PRESENT: 

Mrs. Strong in the Chair, Mr. Hill, Mrs. Botham, Mr Brassington, Mr Brown, Mr Bugler, Mrs Bugler, Mr Bailes, Mrs  Kendall, Mr. Kingdon, Mr. Snell, 

District Councillor Mr. Roake

PCSO Andrea Bowditch 

2 Brethren and 2 Parishioners

To receive any apologies for absence and to consider acceptance of the reasons

Apologies for absence were received as follows and approved:

Mr Wilding – on holiday, Mrs Bartlett – unwell, Mr Lock – convalescing
District Councillor Mr. Gubbins 
County Councillor Mrs. Hunt
Not Present:

Mr. Wood

2. Minutes of the last Annual Parish Meeting held on 27th March 2007 which were confirmed at the Parish Council Meeting on 24th April 2007.

3.
Chairman’s review of the work of the Parish Council during the past year. As attached Report

4.
Clerk’s report on the Council’s finances. As attached Report

5.
Comments by Councillors serving as representatives of the Council on Committees/bodies.  As attached Reports

6.
Questions and comments from the floor. None
7.
Closure of meeting
Meeting closed at 7.10 p.m.

YEOVIL WITHOUT PARISH COUNCIL CHAIRMAN’S ANNUAL REPORT 2007- 2008

Following the Parish re-election on 3rd May we had two vacancies filled by co-option at the May meeting. This was followed by training sessions. In fact much of councillors’ time has been taken up by meetings.  From before the elections the County Council’s unitary bid caused many meetings, but the bid was declined by the Government in July.

In July South Somerset District Council published its proposal to develop a Sports Zone on the Mudford Road Recreation Ground.  This has caused a public uproar of objection, which still continues.  One of our councillors has offered an alternative site and proposal, but so far it does not seem to be considered.  

Soon after the election we adopted a revised Code of Conduct and Standing Orders, and this February we attended training sessions.  In July we agreed improvements at the allotments and in January to extend the site adding six more allotments.  Recently we attended planning officers up date briefing on the Key Sites agreements which we did not find satisfactory.  

Councillors continue to represent on other bodies including Abbey Community and Birchfield Associations, Yeovil Sports Club, Woborn Almshouse and the Cemetery and Crematorium Committee.  One councillor has been involved in setting up Speedwatch in the Wessex Road area.

At the beginning of the year the Combe Street Lane bus shelter was destroyed and has since been replaced at the cost of £2,517.  Since then council has increased cover to include all 10 bus shelters for which we are responsible.  In March we paid the promised £25,000 towards the rebuilding of the toilet block at the Yeovil March Church Hall.  Now completed plans for further refurbishments will be displayed there on 12th April.  In December a grant of £5,000 was agreed towards the rebuilding of the Abbey Community Hall.  This will be held in reserve until the work begins. In January we decided on grants which totalled £4,930, including £1,000 to St Margarets’ Hospice, £2,000 Air Ambulance; and smaller amounts to Age Concern, Bucklers’ Mead pre-school, Freewheelers, R.N.L.I, Citizens Advice Bureau, Salvation Army and others.

In November, our Clerk Dinah Cheek, gave us notice she wished to retire.  Since then we have advertised, interviewed and in February, we appointed our new Clerk, Barbara Appleby.  The overlap month has been unsettling. I’m sure we will soon settle down as we get to know each other.  Meanwhile we wish Dinah a happy retirement, enjoying the release from the long hours working for our parish for over 13 years.  She is a much respected Clerk who has kept abreast of information, always making sure the council behaved correctly.

As ever I am grateful for the work and support of councillors, especially the Vice Chairman, Alf Hill, who is ever available whenever needed.

Barbara J Strong

             CLERK’S REPORT ON ACCOUNTS FOR 2007/2008

The accounts for the year ending 31st March, 2007 were audited under the new Regulations and the Annual return approved by Moore Stephens Chartered Accountants on 2nd October 2007.
	Balances as at 31st March 2007 
	£
	

	Current Account
	£  500.00
	

	Business Reserve Account
	£3085.54
	

	Nat West Bonus Saver opened 30.9.04

Halifax High Interest Bond

Co-op High Interest Bond
	£64,194.30

£37,953.23

£ 10,831.47


	£116,546.54

	Halifax Shares 1,092 at 20p. Per Share


	
	

	Balances as at 28th February 2008
	
	

	Current Account
	£500.00
	

	Business Reserve Account
	£6,444.34
	

	Nat West Bonus Saver opened 30.9.04
	£80,871.81
	

	Halifax High Interest Bond
	£40,037.73
	

	Co-op High Interest Bond
	£11,364.26
	£139,218.14

	
	
	

	Halifax Shares 1092 at 20p. Per share


	
	

	NOTE 

£38,500 of the above is a separate Crematorium Fund
	
	

	£4,301.91 of the above is a separate Gratuity Fund
	
	

	£35,300 of the above is a separate Play Area 
Refurbishment/replacement fund

£5,000 Grant abbey Community Centre


	
	

	Cemetery deficit Revised Estimate 2007/2008 £23,030 of which second payment of £11,515 is due March 2008

(First payment of £11,515 paid November 2007)

(Electorate of Yeovil Without Parish Council as at December 2007

 5,548 on which this figure is calculated)


	£23,030.00
	

	Cemetery deficit Estimate 2008/2009
	£22,944.00
	

	The Precept for the coming year 2008/2009 is £52,769 of which £22,944 is for the Cemetery deficit which is an overall reduction compared with the Precept for 2007/2008 of £47,080 of which 

£23,030 was for the Cemetery deficit.

Clerks Report March 2008 
	
	


Somerset Association of Local Councils 06/07

Meeting in March, June, September and December were attended by Robin Wilding and myself.  The March 2008 meeting was cancelled due to lack of expected information from Government.  Meetings covered the Local Government and Public Involvement Bill, now effective, the revised Code of Conduct, Somerset County Councils’ unitary bid and County Area Working Panels.  The AGM lasts all day.  These meetings keep us informed and we all gain from the exchange of parish problems.

Abbey Community Association

I have attended five of the six committee meetings.  These have been about the general running of the building and the future planned improvements.  I am also a member of the Building Group.  These have been from meeting discussing the plans, grant applications and lastly, in February, finalising final estimates.  This was to prepare for the Lottery Bid now imminent.  This has been an enormous task for the Treasurer.  The next committee meeting is this month (March 2008) when it is hoped the plan and costs will be endorsed.

Yeovil Crematorium and Cemetery Committee 

Meetings in April, July, October and January, attended by Alf Hill and myself.  The July meeting is always the AGM followed by walking both sites.  These are greatly improved in general appearance and the work for this is mapped out in the 10 year plan.  The upgrading is constant and sadly money has to be spent to repair and protect against vandalism.

The safety of the headstones continues to be monitored.  At the Crematorium the fire door and the new entry for the clergy is completed.  The pews are to be removed and replaced by chairs which will increase the number who can be accommodated and allow more flexibility for wheel chair users.  The new touch screen in the Book of Remembrance room enables visitors to recall remembrance entries throughout the year in addition to the Book of Remembrance which has the pages turned daily.  

In addition to the above and the various liaising meetings, I have attended others throughout the year organised by South Somerset District Council.

Barbara J Strong

JOHN KNOWLES FOUNDATION FUND
It was agreed that the finance situation must be monitored very carefully as interest on investments are down.  Solicitors’ fees have doubled so the committee is going to do more work of the fund instead of leaving it all to Battens.

Land at Coppits Hill to be let for two more years.
Meetings to be held only once a year. to again cut costs.
 

Birchfield Hall
Birchfield Hall committee are very organised and this year decided not to apply for a grant as their finances were good and have not spent too much on repairs.

Bar License

As already stated the outside bar license is not running very successfully.

 

Bookings

The hall is fully booked except for Sunday evenings; consideration is being given to running bingo on a Sunday.

 

Repairs

Contractors are being contacted for advice on what to do about the large puddle of water that collects by the entrance to the hall

Margaret Kendall
Woborn Almshouse

One lady was taken ill and was admitted to hospital. Fortunately, she is much better and is back at Woborn. The other residents are all well.

I visit each year to give Christmas cards and gifts.  My other visits are social.

Marie Botham

Yeovil Sports and Social Club

The funding for the new changing rooms is now in place and the plans, apart for a last minute change regarding the repositioning of an electric cable, are approved.  The club are awaiting confirmation of the start date from the approved builder, and completion is excepted well before the commencement of the 2008/9 football season.
Financially the club are breaking even, which in the current climate is acceptable and at least two more football team are waiting to join as soon as the changing rooms are complete.

Looking to the future the club are in the process of looking seriously at converting the upstairs room into an additional skittles alley, this will involve a substantial investment (which is in place) as with many pubs closing there are many teams looking for a new home. The additional reason is skittles is part of Somerset Heritage and it would be a pity if it continued to die out.  If anyone know of a possible sponsor please contact me or Dave Paulley.

There are 35 incidents of vandalism reported in the last 6 months including two on the CCTV cameras.  These have all been reported but with little result.  

All together the club is healthy, optimistic and looking to the future.

Roger Brassington
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