MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING OF YEOVIL WITHOUT PARISH COUNCIL HELD IN THE REFECTORY BLOCK, BUCKLERS MEAD COMMUNITY SCHOOL, ST. JOHNS ROAD, YEOVIL ON TUESDAY, 22nd JANUARY 2008 COMMENCING AT 7.30 P.M. 

Members are reminded that the Council has general duty to consider the following matters in the exercise of any of its functions: Equal Opportunities (race, gender, sexual orientation, marital status and any disability) Crime & Disorder, Health & Safety and Human Rights.

OPEN SESSION

FOR YEOVIL WITHOUT PARISHIONERS ONLY

9 Parishioners re 07/05379/FUL 154 Larkhill Road, 2 Parishioners (applicants) 08/00146/OUT Little Summerleaze, 2 Parishioners from Marsh Lane, 2 Brethren.
Opportunity for any comments from Police, District and County Councillors

PCSO Andrea Bowditch attended nothing to report or problems from public so left the meeting.
Parishioners from Marsh Lane commented on the removal of the hedge and moving of entrance in Marsh Lane.  Mr. Roake commented that the Enforcement Officers were dealing with this and that he believed that the hedge was to be reinstated.  Parishioners to liaise with Mr. Roake on this matter.
126.
To receive any apologies for absence and to consider acceptance of the reasons

PRESENT:
Mrs. Strong in the Chair, Mr. Hill, Mr. Bailes, Mrs. Bartlett, Mrs. Botham, Mr. Brassington, Mr. Bugler Mrs. Kendall, Mr. Kingdon, Mr. Lock from 7.40 p.m., Mr. Snell, Mr. Wilding, Mr. Wood.
Apologies for absence were received as follows and approved:

Mrs. Bugler – unwell, Mr. Brown away on business. 
Also present District Councillor Mr. Roake, PCSO Andrea Bowditch
Apologies received from District Councillors Mrs. Martin and Mr. Hann, County Councillor Mr. Peter Gubbins.
127.
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 11th December 2007 which had been circulated to members in draft form, were taken as read, confirmed and signed.

128.
Declaration of Interest

Mr. Kingdon and Mr. Lock personal and prejudicial interest with regard to Allotments as allotment holders and rental of grass keep.
Mr. Kingdon in respect of Grant application for Yeovil Marsh Church Newsletter.

Mr. Lock 08/0007/FUL Land opposite Chapel Court Yeovil Marsh, personal and prejudicial interest as adjoining landowner.

Mrs. Botham Grant applications for Yeovil Marsh Church Newsletter and Friendship Group.

Mrs. Kendall Grant application Friendship Group.
Chairman’s Remarks
Prompt reply from County Highways that the Chevrons at Junction of Western Avenue with Thorne Lane have been installed.  Information copied to County Councillor Mr. Gubbins who was impressed with prompt attention from County Highways.
129.
 NEW PLANNING APPLICATIONS FOR CONSIDERATION
Meeting opened to the public and presentation made by Ann Horrocks as representative for the residents in that area and informed the meeting that the application had been refused and handed a copy of the decision notice to the Clerk.

Meeting closed for consideration of the application by Parish Councillors.

(i)
07/05379/FUL The erection of 4 No. terraced dwellinghouses and the formation of a new lay-by to accommodate parking.  Land adjoining 154 Larkhill Road Yeovil Somerset.
Our preliminary comments sent on 4th January 2008 to meet Planning Office deadlines were endorsed 

The following are preliminary comments to be followed by further comments following Yeovil Without Parish Council's meeting on 22nd January 2008.

All the rear windows of the proposed terrace houses will look into and through the existing houses behind causing loss of privacy and amenity.

The proposed terrace of houses will obscure sunlight from some of the properties to the side.

The proposed lay-by for parking will cause a dangerous entry and exit from Larkhill Road and reduce visibility and also increase the dangers at the Larkspur Crescent entry on the crest of the hill.

 

The creation of the proposed lay-by will cause a street light to be re-positioned.

Residents are concerned that the new residents will not use the lay-by for parking but encroach on to an essential resident’s car parking area.

Additional comment that the proposed development would exacerbate an already inadequate drainage systems in this area. 

All Parishioners in connection with this application left the meeting at 8 p.m.

(ii)
07/05583/TPO Application to fell an oak tree subject to tree preservation order SSDC (YEW1 2) 1989.  30 Combe Close Yeovil Somerset BA21 3PA. Tree diseased so no objection and recommend approval.

Mr. Lock having declared a personal and prejudicial interest left the meeting.
(iii)
08/00007/FUL The erection of an agricultural building for livestock and storage of feed and the construction of a bank and anti-vandal stores for cold room for turkeys.  Land opposite Chapel Court Yeovil Marsh Yeovil Somerset. No objection and recommend approval.
 (iv)
08/00146/OUT The erection of a dwelling and garage.  Little Summerleaze Coppits Hill Yeovil Somerset BA21 3PN.  No objection and recommend approval.
PLANNING APPLICATIONS CONSIDERED (UNDER STANDING ORDER NO. 76(2)) PRIOR TO MEETING TO COMPLY WITH PLANNING OFFICE DEADLINES. PLANNING APPLICATIONS NOTIFIED BUT NOT YET RECEIVED BY PARISH COUNCIL 

(i)
07/05323/FUL Alterations to enlarge existing WC into a new bathroom including the provision of a dormer window.  11A Stone Lane Yeovil Somerset BA21 4NN.  Also amended plans for dormer position.

No objection and recommend approval.

Appeal lodged APP/R3325/A/07/2060439/WF 07/03479/FUL Erection of two storey extensions and detached garage.  66 Combe Street Lane Yeovil Somerset BA21 3PF.
130(a)
PLANNING DECISIONS:
(i)
07/05159/TPO Application to carry out tree surgery works to trees shown as T1 and T2 of the South Somerset District Council (Yeovil Without No. 2) Tree Preservation Order 1989.  1 Combe Street Lane Yeovil Somerset BA21 3PB.  Granted.

(ii)
07/04749/FUL Erection of new garage.  Windy Bottom Yeovil Marsh Yeovil Somerset BA21 3QB.  Granted.

(iii)
07/04787/FUL The conversion of loft and erection of a dormer window to rear velux window to side and erection of an extension.  14 Combe Street Lane Yeovil Somerset BA21 3PB.  Granted.

(iv)
07/05055/FUL The erection of a single storey rear extension to dwellinghouse.  38 Bucklers Mead Road Yeovil Somerset BA21 5RB.  Granted.

(v)
07/05096/FUL Erection of enclosed car shelter on driveway to abut existing garage (retrospective application)  218 Lower Fairmead Road Yeovil Somerset BA21 5SS.  Granted.

(vi)
07/05176/R3C Creation of 3 Car parking spaces Fairmead School Mudford Road Yeovil Somerset BA21 4NZ.  Granted.
(vii)
APP/R3325/A/07/2049191/NWF 07/00566/REM The erection of 5 No. 2 bedroom flats Mudford Water Tower Ashford Grove Yeovil Somerset BA21 4PE.  Appeal dismissed.

All Noted.

Concern was expressed over 04/02194/FUL and 05/01261/FUL Conversion of a barn into a dwelling Carents Barn Yeovil Marsh Granted 16.9.05. Mr. Roake to be informed of application numbers and re will follow up with Enforcement Officers at SSDC.
130 (b)
PLANNING CORRESPONDENCE: 
(i)
South Somerset District Council Key sites briefing 6p.m. 24th January 2008 in the Council Chamber at Brympton Way. Unable to attend Mr. Bailes, Mr. Snell and unsure Mrs. Botham and Mr. Wood, all other Parish Councillors, Clerk and new Clerk to attend.
(ii)
South Somerset District Council Planning Training Event with Simon Gale SSDC at Brympton Way Tuesday 11th March 2008 at 7.30p.m. jointly with Brympton Parish Council. Those attending to inform Clerk at 26th February Meeting.
131.
MATTERS ARISING:
(a) Allotment Maintenance –Water troughs. Mr. Lock and Mr. Kingdon had declared personal and prejudicial interests but did not leave the meeting as only matter to report is that the work is unable to be undertaken due to wet weather.
(b)
Retirement of Clerk and appointment of new Clerk

Interviews of 5 candidates took place on 7th January and Mrs. Barbara Appleby was unanimously selected.  Resolution unanimously agreed as follows:

This Council agrees to appoint Mrs. Barbara Appleby as Clerk and Responsible Financial Officer effective from 1st March 2008 subject to acceptance of the Contract of Employment.

Proposed by Mrs. Strong and seconded by Mr. Snell and unanimously agreed that the Contract of Employment be for 20 hours per week with up to 25 hours where necessary including attendance at Training Events.  Reimbursement for extra hours to be made at standard rate as stated in the Contract.  
Contract to be signed at 26th February 2008 Meeting.

2 Parishioners from Marsh Lane left at 8.40 p.m.

(c)
Matters received by the Clerk since the publication of the Agenda. 
Parking problems at bus stop at top of Cavalier Way.  Agreed to request Highway Authority to mark out the bus stop in yellow to deter this indiscriminate parking.
132.
CORRESPONDENCE:

· New Model Code of Conduct for Councillors – Training for Parish Councils 7th February Shrubbery Hotel, Ilminster 7 – 8.30 p.m., 12th Churchfields Wincanton 7-8.30p.m., 20th Long Sutton Golf Club, Long Sutton 2-3.30p.m. and 26th February Council Chamber Brympton Way 7-8.30 p.m.

Parish Councillors unable to attend 26th February at Yeovil as evening of Parish Council Meeting.

Mrs. Botham, Mr. Snell, Mr. Wood and possibly Mr. Lock 7th February at Shrubbery Hotel Ilminster.

Mr. Bailes, Mrs. Bartlett, Mr. Brassington, Mr. Bugler, Mr. Hill, Mrs. Kendall, Mr. Kingdon, Mrs. Strong, Mr. Wilding 20th February Long Sutton Golf Club.

· South Somerset District Council Area South Community Forum 6p.m. The Octagon Theatre 31st January 2008.  Mr. Hill to attend.
· South Somerset District Council Parish/Town Council Public Rights of Way Consultation.  Information to be delivered to Mrs. Botham on Thursday 24th January.
· Somerset Highways Parish Survey Results 2006-2007.  Noted incorrect information issued previously.
· SCC Parish Flood Fair 21st Yeovil Town Football Club 11a.m. – 3 p.m. and 22nd February North Petherton Community Centre 11a.m. – 3p.m.  Mr. Lock, Mrs. Bartlett and Mrs. Botham to attend in morning at Yeovil Town Football Club.

· Department of Communities and Local Government consultation on Orders and Regulations Relating to the Conduct of Local Authority Members in England.  Closing date 15th February 2008.

Mr. Roake left the meeting at 9 p.m.
133.
FINANCIAL MATTERS:
(a)
Receipts and payments January 2008

	Receipts
	
	No.
	Payments
	
	

	Balances
	 £144,313.31 
	1496
	SCC - Meeting Room Feb & Interviews
	 £       58.50 
	

	Co-op Bond
	
	1497
	Dinah Cheek - Clerks Emoluments
	 £     960.77 
	

	 6 months Interest 
	 £      284.69 
	1498
	Inland Revenue - PAYE
	 £     219.41 
	

	Western Power
	
	1499
	SLCC - Subscription
	 £     129.00 
	

	Wayleave
	 £          9.63 
	1500
	Smart Cartridge - Cartridges
	 £       68.89 
	

	Bonus Saver Interest
	 £      539.54 
	1501
	Wessex Water - water rates
	 £       15.08 
	

	Bonus Saver Bonus
	 £      191.43 
	
	
	
	

	Halifax Interest
	 £    1,143.10 
	
	
	
	

	Business Res Interest
	 £      215.71 
	
	
	
	 £             -   

	
	
	
	Balances c/f
	
	 £    1,451.65 

	
	
	
	Current A/C
	 £     500.00 
	

	
	
	
	Bus Res A/C
	 £ 12,471.96 
	

	
	
	
	Nat West Bonus Saver opened 30.9.04
	 £ 80,871.81 
	

	
	
	
	Halifax High Interest Bond
	 £ 40,037.73 
	

	
	
	
	Co-op High Interest Bond
	 £ 11,364.26 
	 £             -   

	
	
	
	
	
	 £145,245.76 

	
	 £             -   
	
	
	
	 £             -   

	 
	 £146,697.41 
	
	
	
	 £146,697.41 

	
	
	
	NOTE

£38,500 of the above is a separate Crematorium Fund

	
	
	
	Contribution to Gratuity Fund for 07/08 £513.24 making 

	
	
	
	£4,301.91p. of the above which is a separate Gratuity Fund

	
	
	
	£35,300 of the above is a separate Play Area 
	

	
	
	
	Refurbishment/replacement fund
	
	

	
	
	
	Halifax Shares at 28.5.99 1,092 20p. Shares
	


Scrutiny group checked and confirmed balances.  Cheques signed by two Parish Councillors
Brethren left meeting 9.05p.m.

 (b)
Fidelity Guarantee Insurance – Increase to Limit of Indemnity 

Unanimously agreed to increase the Fidelity Guarantee Insurance to £140,000 at an additional premium of £225.12p.

(c)
Bank Reconciliation and Budget to 31st December 2007.

Checked and noted.  An item to be added to the budget with regard to the earmarked £5,000 grant to Abbey Community Centre.

Mr. Snell left the meeting at 9.15p.m.

(d)
Annual Review of Allotment Rents.  Mr. Lock and Mr. Kingdon having declared personal and prejudicial interests left the meeting.
Proposed by Mr. Brassington and seconded by Mr. Bailes to set a 5% annual increase to the allotment rents as from 1st April 2009.  All agreed except Mr. Wood who abstained from voting.

Proposed by Mrs. Botham and seconded by Mrs. Kendall and unanimously agreed to extend the allotment area by half of the existing area adjoining the existing allotments.
Mr. Lock and Mr. Kingdon returned to the meeting.

Mrs. Botham, Mrs. Kendall and Mr. Kingdon having declared personal interest left the meeting when consideration was given to Yeovil Marsh Newsletter and Friendship Group.

(e)
Parish Council Grants

Agreed grants to following organisations:

	Age Concern
	£100

	Bucklers Mead Pre School
	£200

	Free Wheelers – Emergency Voluntary Service
	£300

	Friendship Group
	£100

	Royal National Lifeboat Institution
	£100

	Somerset Arts Week
	£30

	South Somerset Citizens Advice Bureau
	£500

	South Somerset Association for Voluntary & Community Action Ltd. (Y&DCVS)
	£200

	St Margarets Hospice
	£1,000

	The Salvation Army
	£200

	Yeovil Baptist Lunch Time Club
	£100

	Yeovil Marsh Newsletter
	£100

	Air Ambulance
	£2,000

	TOTAL
	£4,930

	PRECEPTED 2007/2008
	£6,000.00




(f) 
Society of Local Council Clerks Membership Renewal 1st January 2008, Conference Programme 2008 and Continuous Professional Development and training information. Training Events all to be held at Edington including  Clerks 1 12th March and Clerks II 19th March Free, Freedom of Information Act Document Retention 27th February £15 per head, Audit and Accounting Update 10th April £15 per head.

A cheque for the years subscription of £129 for the Clerks Society was signed as above.  When the new Clerk is in post the subscription will be transferred.

The new Clerk is to be booked into the training sessions as available.
(g)
Appointment and confirmation of Internal Auditor 

Unanimously agreed and confirmed to appoint Henry Lovegrove of Accounts & Audit Services Ltd to undertake the internal audit for Yeovil Without Parish Council and have brought to the attention of the Parish Council the CIPFA Practice Assurance Scheme which came into operation on 1st January 2008.
Mr. Lock having declared a personal and prejudicial interest left the room
134.
NEW ITEMS: 

Allotment Field Rental Agreement
As above unanimously agreed to extend the allotment area by half of the existing area adjoining the existing allotments.  Unanimously agreed to undertake a new 2 year rental agreement with Mrs. Lock for the remainder of the allotment field. Greenslade Taylor Hunt to be contacted to survey the area and to produce a new 2 year agreement.  Fencing to be erected around the extended allotment area.
135.
REPORTS:
Westfield Community Association’s next meeting is 8 p.m. on Thursday 21st February 2008 at Johnson Park.
Yeovil Cemetery and Crematorium Committee – 16th January 2008

Attended by Alf Hill and myself, the following covers the main items on the Agenda.

Crematorium – an update of the Capital Works completed. CCTV covering the car park, new paths in the Floral Tribute area, a new exit door in the Chapel, and one for the Clergy to exit.  Soon the front gates will be replaced and estimates for new chairs to replace the present seating.
Cemetery  - update reported the security fencing and the repairs to the western boundary stone work has been completed.  Other repairs are still outstanding.  

We studied the budget details, including the 10 year plans for both sites, especially as increased fees were being recommended.  For the Cemetery a 10% increase to a fee of £330, and the Crematorium 4.8% by £20 to £440.  The Cemetery increase was passed easily, but there was a long debate about the Crematorium increase as Alf was opposed to it.  Eventually his amendment was lost.  I asked we should monitor the budget through the year (quarterly meetings) bearing in mind the surplus goes into the Reserve Account.  SSDC takes its 89% share, whereas we do not take our 11%.  As Brympton parish electorate increases close to that of Yeovil Without a change in the proportions of paying the annual Cemetery deficit was suggested.  The present formula is based on history.  We made a counter proposal which is much simpler, but would increase the Brympton proportion.  This is to be investigated and a report comes to the Parish Councils.

As has been reported in the Western Gazette, investigation is in progress to see if some of the land at the Crematorium is suitable for green burials.

Barbara J Strong.

136.
LIST OF ITEMS DISTRIBUTED AND AVAILABLE SINCE LAST MEETING:

Somerset’s Community Safety Newsletter Winter 2007, Somerset Primary Care Trust Summary of the Annual Report of the Director of Public Health, Mendip Housing – Newsletter December 2007, Campaign to Protect Rural England – Somerset – Autumn  2007 Newsletter, Local Council Review Journal January 2008, Clerks & Councils Direct January 2008,  Thatch – The Rural Community Magazine for Somerset Winter 2007.

137.
URGENT BUSINESS ARISING AFTER THE PREPARATION OF THIS AGENDA, WHICH THE CHAIRMAN AGREES TO TAKE AS URGENT.  SUCH MATTERS WILL BE FOR NOTING OR DEFERRAL TO A FUTURE MEETING ONLY.

138.
NEXT MEETING: 

PLEASE NOTE THE NEXT MEETING IS AT 7.30 P.M. ON TUESDAY 26th FEBRUARY 2008 IN THE REFECTORY BLOCK, BUCKLERS MEAD COMMUNITY SCHOOL, ST. JOHNS ROAD, YEOVIL. FURTHER MONTHLY MEETINGS ARE ON 25TH MARCH 2008 (ALSO ANNUAL PARISH MEETING) AND 29TH APRIL 2008.

The meeting closed at 10.10 p.m.
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