MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING OF YEOVIL WITHOUT PARISH COUNCIL HELD IN THE REFECTORY BLOCK, BUCKLERS MEAD COMMUNITY SCHOOL, ST. JOHNS ROAD, YEOVIL ON TUESDAY, 30th OCTOBER 2007 COMMENCING AT 7.30 P.M. 

Members are reminded that the Council has general duty to consider the following matters in the exercise of any of its functions: Equal Opportunities (race, gender, sexual orientation, marital status and any disability) Crime & Disorder, Health & Safety and Human Rights.

OPEN SESSION

FOR YEOVIL WITHOUT PARISHIONERS ONLY

4 Parishioners
Opportunity for any comments from Police, District and County Councillors
District Councillors each have £2,500 available for projects in their area.  
85.
To receive any apologies for absence and to consider acceptance of the reasons.

PRESENT:
Mrs. Strong, Mr. Hill, Mr. Bailes, Mrs. Botham, Mr. Brassington Mr. Brown, Mrs. Kendall, Mr. Kingdon, Mr. Lock, Mr. Wilding. 

Apologies for absence were received as follows and approved:

Mrs. Bartlett - holiday
Mr. Wood – working

Mrs. Bugler – unwell

Mr. Bugler

Not Present

Mr. Snell

Also present District Councillors Mr. Hann and Mr. Roake
Apologies received from County Councillor Mrs. Hunt and PCSO Andrea Bowditch.
86.
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 2nd October 2007 which had been circulated to members in draft form, were taken as read, confirmed and signed.
87.
Declaration of Interest

Mr. Kingdon personal and prejudicial interest with regard to allotments 
Mr. Lock personal and prejudicial interest with regard to allotments.
88.
Chairman’s Remarks

Letter received by the Chairman from the Mayor of Yeovil Town Council inviting her to attend Remembrance Sunday Service.  Proposed by Mr. Brassington, seconded by Mr. Bailes and unanimously agreed to lay wreath at a cost of £20.  Chairman to respond to letter and lay wreath at the War Memorial.
Letter requesting details of PCSO’s funding by Parish Councils was sent as a result of Chief Superintendent Nikki Watson’s October Newsletter.  Deadline for details for consideration at November 20th Precept Meeting.

The hedges on the North of Thorne Lane site are being removed prior to the bird nesting season in preparation for roads.  Clerk to request update on North of Thorne Lane Site including 106 Agreement.

89.
NEW PLANNING APPLICATIONS FOR CONSIDERATION

(i)
07/04644/FUL Conversion of garage and car port into annexe and the erection of a single storey rear extension.  76 Combe Street Lane Yeovil Somerset BA21 3PG. No objection and recommend approval.
(ii)
07/04683/FUL The erection of a single storey extension 57 Coronation Avenue Yeovil BA21 3DZ.  No objection and recommend approval.
(iii)
07/04695/FUL Alterations to form rooms in the roofspace with dormer to rear 43 Thorne Lane Yeovil BA21 3LU. No objection and recommend approval.
(iv)
07/04749/FUL Erection of new garage.  Windy Bottom Yeovil Marsh Yeovil BA21 3QB. No objection and recommend approval.
(v)
07/04787/FUL The conversion of loft and erection of a dormer window to rear, velux window to side and erection of an extension.  14 Combe Street Lane Yeovil BA21 3PB. No objection and recommend approval.
(vi)
07/04372/FUL Erection of 1 No. chalet bungalow.  Land rear of 15 Primrose Lane Mudford Yeovil Somerset BA21 5SH.  Adjoining Parish of Mudford. No objection and recommend approval.  Comment that due to the difficult access the driveway should be straight out onto Primrose Lane instead of taking two right angle turns in front of the existing property.  Concern expressed by the neighbour that the large tree in the garden should not be damaged and that it should be retained.
PLANNING APPLICATIONS CONSIDERED (UNDER STANDING ORDER NO. 76(2)) PRIOR TO MEETING TO COMPLY WITH PLANNING OFFICE DEADLINES. PLANNING APPLICATIONS NOTIFIED BUT NOT YET RECEIVED BY PARISH COUNCIL . None

90(a)
PLANNING DECISIONS:

(i)
07/03782/FUL The erection of a new conservatory to replace existing.  34 Wilton Road Yeovil  Somerset BA21 5XP.  Granted.

90 (b)
PLANNING CORRESPONDENCE: 
SSDC Enforcement Officer looking into the situation with regard to removal a hedge at Hedgerow Yeovil Marsh.
91.
MATTERS ARISING:
(a) Allotment Maintenance –Water troughs.  As no progress has been made with getting a quotation for these works Clerk to request Dave Allen to quote for the installation of the water troughs and a better plot numbering system.
 (b)
Yeovil Sports Zone – Update. A meeting took place on 22nd October for District Councillors only but no decision has yet been made and still awaiting result of consultation and awaiting briefing as District Ward Members.  It is understood that further canvassing has taken place after the date of closure of the consultation period and Clerk to write to The Leader of the Council Tim Carroll asking for explanation.
1 Parishioner left the meeting.
(c)
Proposed bus shelter in Runnymede Road.  Nothing to report.  The bus shelter for Combe Street Lane is to be erected shortly.
(d)
Regulating of field site at Yeovil Marsh.  PCSO Andrea Bowditch has followed this up but has no further information.  Site to be monitored.
(e)
Annual Playground Inspection and Risk Assessment Report.  Reports considered and no further action required.  Agreed to request annual playground inspection in 2008, agreed that Risk Assessment Report not required unless new equipment installed and changes made to existing.
In addition to the weekly monitoring and minor works a yearly maintenance to be undertaken.
(f)
Matters received by the Clerk since the publication of the Agenda. 
Westfield Community Association are holding a Public Meeting on Thursday 8th November at Johnson Park.  Details to be posted on Parish Noticeboards and on the Website.
92.
CORRESPONDENCE:
· SSDC State of the District Meeting 6.15p.m. on Thursday 22nd November 2007 – Chairman and Vice Chairman to attend.
· South Somerset District Council - Careline service.  Details to be included in newsletter and to be put on Website.
· SCC Consultation on Waste Manager in Somerset – Discussion Sessions in November, South Somerset Friday 16th November Ash Village Hall.  Details given to Mr. Lock who will confirm his attendance.
· EU Food Hygiene Regulations 852/2004 Food & drink in Village Halls & Community Centres.  Noted.
· Avon & Somerset Police – Annual Community Policing Awards March 2008.  Noted.  Forms to be sent to Mr. Bailes and Mrs. Kendall in respect of Adam Goff and Bret Gitcham.
· Birchfield Primary School Governor vacancies.  Email information to Mr. Bailes.

· Tree Planting in South Somerset – Sites required.  Details given to Mr. Brassington.

· Cycle maps information on Yeovil – noted.
District Councillors Mr. Roake and Mr. Hann left the Meeting at 8.30 p.m.
93.
FINANCIAL MATTERS:
(a)
Receipts and payments October 2007
	Receipts
	
	No.
	Payments
	
	

	Balances
	 £153,299.19 
	1479
	SCC - Meeting Room - October
	 £       31.50 
	

	HBOS Share Div
	 £      181.28 
	1480
	Dinah Cheek - Clerks Emoluments
	 £     973.00 
	

	Bonus Saver Interest
	 £      456.58 
	1481
	Inland Revenue - PAYE
	 £     302.80 
	

	Bonus Saver Bonus
	 £      163.35 
	1482
	SSDC- 1st payment Cemetery Deficit
	 £ 11,515.04 
	

	Business Reserve
	 £      353.99 
	1483
	Moore Stephens - Annual Audit
	 £     470.00 
	

	Mr & Mrs Shepherd
	 £        10.00 
	1484
	Accounts & Audit Services Ltd. - Audit
	 £       50.00 
	

	
	
	
	
	
	 £             -   

	
	
	
	Balances c/f
	
	 £  13,342.34 

	
	
	
	Current A/C
	 £     500.00 
	

	
	
	
	Bus Res A/C
	 £ 24,507.01 
	

	
	
	
	Nat West Bonus Saver opened 30.9.04
	 £ 66,140.84 
	

	
	
	
	Halifax High Interest Bond
	 £ 38,894.63 
	

	
	
	
	Co-op High Interest Bond
	 £ 11,079.57 
	 £             -   

	
	
	
	
	
	 £141,122.05 

	
	 £             -   
	
	
	
	 £             -   

	 
	 £154,464.39 
	
	NOTE
	
	 £154,464.39 

	
	
	
	£31,350 of the above is a separate Crematorium Fund

	
	
	
	£3,788.67  of the above is a separate Gratuity Fund

	
	
	
	£35,300 of the above is a separate Play Area 
	

	
	
	
	Refurbishment/replacement fund
	
	

	
	
	
	Halifax Shares at 28.5.99 1,092 20p. Shares
	


Cheques and invoices checked by scrutiny group and approved for signature.
Bank Mandate Form - Details and form to be sent to Mr. Brown for completion.

Transfer of funds – unanimously agreed to transfer £14,000 from the Business Reserve Account to the Bonus Saver Account in order to attract a better interest rate.  Funds can only be transferred between Parish Council’s Nat West Accounts.
(b) Annual Audit Report and Recommendations including Fidelity Guarantee Insurance & Crematorium Fund.  The Annual Return and Accounts have been audited and approved by the External Auditors Moore Stephens.  The three matters raised Fixed Asset Register, Budgetary Process and Fidelity guarantee insurance were all reported to the Parish Council and have been addressed. The Completion of Audit Notice has been posted on the five Parish Council Noticeboards.

The Fidelity Guarantee Insurance has been increased to £140,000 from £124,000.  Chairman and Clerk to sign the necessary forms.
(c) Bank Reconciliation and Budget to 30th September 2007.  Considered and unanimously approved by the Parish Councillors.  Each Parish Councillor was given a “Dairy” of monthly events to keep them informed.
Clerk’s hours for last quarter submitted and were no more than standard requirement.

Letter of thanks received from Reverend Hartree with regard to funding for Yeovil Marsh Hall.

94.
NEW ITEMS: - None
95.
REPORTS:
Yeovil Crematorium & Cemetery Committee 10th October 2007
Attended by Vice Chairman, Alf Hill and myself.

We went through the state of the budgets for both sites, mostly favourable.  Income down a little due to fewer cremations, seems this is happening nationally.  We looked at, and approved a sample chair to replace the pew seating.  As reported in the Western Gazette we heard about tests being undertaken on the Poppy Field to consider suitability for green and traditional burials.  This is a matter that will take time, but we have to look ahead to when there is no more space for burials at the present cemetery.

Barbara J Strong.
Planning Information

Mrs. Strong, in her capacity as planning rep for SALC,  met with Simon Gale and Peter Seib on 9th October regarding planning matters and the Local Development Framework.  Further meetings regarding planning matters are to be arranged.  Explaining planning for Parish Councils Phase 2 around Christmas.

Barbara J Strong
Tree Wardens Meeting 17th October
Mrs. Botham and myself attended the above meeting.  The owners of The Charlton Orchards gave a very informative talk on English Orchards and the apples grown in them.  Yeovil has actually got 4 types of apple named after it e.g. Melmoth, Muriel, St Ivel Pippen, Yeovil Sour.  We were told how English orchards are closing down, because of the strong foreign competition.  There was an apple tasting of the many species on display.

The talk ended with a plea to support the remaining orchards and “Buy British”.

At question time Mrs. Botham brought to the meeting’s attention, the cutting down of 3 oak trees at Brimsmore, the hedgerows at the Thorne estate and the loss of more open space if the sports zone goes ahead.  Mrs Botham also proposed that the village walkabouts were started up again rather than attending meetings.
Mrs. Margaret Kendall
Parish Environment Warden

Mr. Lock reported abandoned cars in Orchard Close and on A37 which have been removed.

Gospel Hall Site – reported that all the poplars except 3 have been removed, report to Planning Enforcement.

Woburn Almshouse
Mrs. Botham visits regularly.

3 members of the public left at 9.15p.m.
96.
CONFIDENTIAL MATTERS:

That in view of the confidential nature of the business about to be transacted, it is advisable in the public interest that the public be temporarily excluded and they are instructed to withdraw.

Retirement of Clerk
The Clerk gave three months notice, as from 1st November, of retiring which was formally accepted by the Parish Council.  The vacancy is to be advertised for two weeks with a closing date of 1st December in the Western Gazette and Yeovil Express.  Also on the five Parish Council Noticeboards, the Parish Council’s website.  An interview panel was set up including the Chairman, Mrs. Strong, Vice Chairman, Mr. Hill, Mrs. Botham, Mr. Wilding and Mr. Brassington and relevant information to be provided to the interview panel. A Gratuity Fund has been previously set up and registered with the Inland Revenue as required.  Peter Lacey at SALC will work out any gratuity payment and give guidance on the handover.  The Chairman and Clerk have received copies, from SALC, of the Guidance on appointing the Clerk to a Local Council which provides all the necessary information.  
97.
LIST OF ITEMS DISTRIBUTED AND AVAILABLE SINCE LAST MEETING:

Chief Superintendent Nikki Watson Newsletter October 07; St Margaret’s Hospice News Summer/Autumn 2007; Mendip & South Somerset Community Safety Partnership – Area East Extracts from the Community Report 07
98.
URGENT BUSINESS ARISING AFTER THE PREPARATION OF THIS AGENDA, WHICH THE CHAIRMAN AGREES TO TAKE AS URGENT.  SUCH MATTERS WILL BE FOR NOTING OR DEFERRAL TO A FUTURE MEETING ONLY.
Ongoing problems with regard to buses at Fairmead School.  Report to PCSO.
99.
NEXT MEETING: 

PLEASE NOTE THE NEXT MEETING IS AT 7.30 P.M. ON TUESDAY 20th NOVEMBER IN THE REFECTORY BLOCK, BUCKLERS MEAD COMMUNITY SCHOOL, ST. JOHNS ROAD, YEOVIL. FURTHER MONTLY MEETINGS ARE ON 11TH DECEMBER 2007 AND 22ND JANUARY 2008.

Meeting closed at 9.50p.m.
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