MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING OF YEOVIL WITHOUT PARISH COUNCIL HELD IN THE REFECTORY BLOCK, BUCKLERS MEAD COMMUNITY SCHOOL, ST. JOHNS ROAD, YEOVIL ON TUESDAY, 2nd OCTOBER 2007 COMMENCING AT 7.30 P.M. 

Members are reminded that the Council has general duty to consider the following matters in the exercise of any of its functions: Equal Opportunities (race, gender, sexual orientation, marital status and any disability) Crime & Disorder, Health & Safety and Human Rights.

OPEN SESSION

FOR YEOVIL WITHOUT PARISHIONERS ONLY

2 representatives from the Brethren – work commenced on their Gospel Hall site.
Hayley Evans with regard to Yeovil Sports Zone proposals.  Mrs. Evans to contact Portfolio Holder for Leisure and Sport, Sylvia Seal, with her concerns with regard to consultation procedures and in particular visiting Bucklers Mead School.  
Mr. Gubbins left the meeting at 7.50p.m.

Opportunity for any comments from Police, District and County Councillors

PCSO Andrea Bowditch attended the meeting Mr. Lock reported abandoned car in Orchard Close.   Requested Andrea to look into the use of the field accessed from the lay-by opposite the allotment entrance.
Left the meeting 7.35p.m.
District Councillor Mr. Roake reported that District Councillors are to be briefed on the Yeovil Sports Zone on 22nd October 2007.
70.
To receive any apologies for absence and to consider acceptance of the reasons.

PRESENT:
Mrs. Strong, Mr. Hill, Mrs. Botham, Mrs. Bugler, Mr. Bugler, Mrs. Kendall, Mr. Kingdon, Mr. Lock, Mr. Snell, Mr. Wilding. 

Apologies for absence were received as follows and approved:

Mrs. Bartlett - holiday
Mr. Brassington - football
Mr. Bailes

Mr. Brown
Mr. Wood - working
Also present District Councillor Mr. Roake, County Councillor Mr. Gubbins.
Apologies received from County Councillor Mrs. Hunt, District Councillors Mrs. Martin and Mr. Hann.
71.
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 4th September 2007 which had been circulated to members in draft form, were taken as read, confirmed and signed.
72.
Declaration of Interest

Mr. Kingdon personal and prejudicial interest with regard to allotments and 71 Greenwood Road Yeovil BA21 3LF.  
Mr. Lock personal and prejudicial interest with regard to allotments.
Mr. Snell personal and prejudicial interest with regard to Yeovil Sports Zone.
73.
Chairman’s Remarks

None.
74.
 NEW PLANNING APPLICATIONS FOR CONSIDERATION:
(i)
07/04189/FUL Demolition of sun room and garage and erection single storey side and rear extension and conversion loft space into habitable accommodation. 7 Tower Road Yeovil BA21 4NG.  No objection and recommend approval

Mr. Kingdon having declared a prejudicial interest left the meeting.
(ii)
07/04249/FUL Erection of conservatory 71 Greenwood Road Yeovil BA21 3LF.  No objection and recommend approval.
Mr. Kingdon returned to the meeting.

PLANNING APPLICATIONS CONSIDERED (UNDER STANDING ORDER NO. 76(2)) PRIOR TO MEETING TO COMPLY WITH PLANNING OFFICE DEADLINES. PLANNING APPLICATIONS NOTIFIED BUT NOT YET RECEIVED BY PARISH COUNCIL 

None

Notice of Appeal by Informal Hearing 07/02272/FUL 130 Marsh Lane Yeovil BA21 3BZ.  Noted.
75(a)
PLANNING DECISIONS:

(i)
07/03559/FUL Erection of conservatory.  205 Ilchester Road Yeovil Somerset BA21 3BQ.  Granted.

(ii)
07/03756/FUL The erection of a single detached garage.  Lane at 140 Runnymede Road Yeovil.  Granted.

(iii)
07/03479/FUL Erection of two storey extensions and detached garage.  66 Combe Street Lane Yeovil Somerset BA21 3PF.  Refused.

All noted.

75 (b)
PLANNING CORRESPONDENCE: 
(i)
SSDC South Somerset Local Plan Adoption and printing. Noted.
(ii)
SSDC Change in Public Notification Media with regard to planning applications.  Noted.
76.
MATTERS ARISING:
(a) Allotment Maintenance –Water troughs and request to erect shed.  

Water Troughs - Mr. Snell to arrange for quotation to be sent to the Clerk.  

Shed - Agreed that following consultation with Mr. & Mrs. Allen approval be given for a smaller shed of 3 metres to be erected at the hedge end of the allotment in a less prominent position.
(b)
Yeovil Sports Zone – Update
Consultation officially closed on 24th September 2007.  Clerk received letter from SSDC with question and answers regarding sports zone.  Information to now be collated.  
(c)
Code of Conduct – Register of Interest Forms Appendix A for signature.  Mr. Snell and Mrs. Kendall completed and signed Appendix A.  Standards Board information regarding 12(2) to be circulated to Parish Councillors for their information.
(d)
Proposed bus shelter in Runnymede Road – nothing to report.
(e)
Regulating of field site at Yeovil Marsh – Lengthy discussion, information has been given to PCSO Andrea Bowditch and site to be monitored.
Mr. Lock reported that the hedge has been removed at “Hedgerow” to undertake the building works and he also requested update on highway works in Yeovil Marsh following meeting with Somerset Highways several months previously.

Mr. Lock left the meeting at 8.45p.m.
(f)
Matters received by the Clerk since the publication of the Agenda. 
Reminder that Westfield Community Association launch to be held 11a.m. on Saturday 13th October at St Peters Hall.
77.
CORRESPONDENCE:

· SCC Waste Management Consultation – Presentation and discussions sessions in November.
· SCC HGV pinch point consultation.  Suggested Combe Street Lane and Thorne Lane be added to the list.
· The Ramblers’ Association – Rights of Way issues in Somerset – Noted. SSDC Rights of Way Network Management Workshop on Saturday 27th October 2p.m. to 4 p.m. at Norton-sub-Hamdon Village Hall.
· SCC Information regarding Foot and Mouth Disease Restrictions – Noted.
· Home Aid Partnership Scheme –  Clerk to copy posts and display on 5 Noticeboards.
· Somerset Road Safety Partnership – A37 Driver Awareness Course 7p.m. – 9p.m. 30.10.07 Haynes 

Motor Museum – Noted.
· Family Options Fostering Service – poster.  To be displayed on 5 Noticeboards.
2 Brethren left the meeting 8.50 p.m.

78.
FINANCIAL MATTERS:
(a)
Receipts and payments September 2007
	Receipts
	
	No.
	Payments
	
	

	Balances
	 £158,533.62 
	1471
	SCC - Meeting Room - October
	 £     31.50 
	

	
	 £             -   
	1472
	Dinah Cheek - Clerks Emoluments
	 £3,535.96 
	

	
	
	1473
	Inland Revenue - PAYE
	 £1,452.17 
	

	
	
	1474
	SSDC-Annual playground & risk inspec
	 £     70.50 
	

	
	
	1475
	P Macey - Allotment maintenance
	 £     50.00 
	

	
	
	1476
	Smart Cartridge Ltd. - cartridges
	 £     53.05 
	

	
	
	1477
	Sigma - Computer support
	 £     18.75 
	

	
	
	1478
	SALC - AGM
	 £     22.50 
	

	
	
	
	
	
	 £             -   

	
	
	
	Balances c/f
	
	 £  5,234.43 

	
	
	
	Current A/C
	 £   500.00 
	

	
	
	
	Bus Res A/C
	 £37,304.08 
	

	
	
	
	Nat West Bonus Saver opened 30.9.04
	 £65,520.91 
	

	
	
	
	Halifax High Interest Bond
	 £38,894.63 
	

	
	
	
	Co-op High Interest Bond
	 £11,079.57 
	 £             -   

	
	
	
	
	
	 £153,299.19 

	
	 £             -   
	
	
	
	 £             -   

	 
	 £158,533.62 
	
	NOTE
	
	 £158,533.62 

	
	
	
	£31,350 of the above is a separate Crematorium Fund

	
	
	
	£3,788.67  of the above is a separate Gratuity Fund

	
	
	
	£35,300 of the above is a separate Play Area 
	

	
	
	
	Refurbishment/replacement fund
	
	

	
	
	
	Halifax Shares at 28.5.99 1,092 20p. Shares
	


Information and breakdown of the Crematorium Reserves available from the Chairman.

Meeting to be arranged with Internal Auditor to review procedures and format of financial procedures.
79.
NEW ITEMS:

Annual Playground Inspection and Risk Assessment Report.  Reviewed and noted.  No action necessary.
Agreed that a suitable contractor be found for minor works throughout the Parish.  Neal Glover of NRG Associates was suggested.
80.
REPORTS:
South Somerset Area Working Panel 12th September, North Cadbury Village Hall
These meetings are the result of County Council’s proposal for parishes to bid for funding of local improvement schemes.  The bids varied from a few hundred to thousands of pounds.

A two hour meeting, with possibly 100 people attending, including a large number of district councillors.  More than an hour was taken up with explanations, questions, complaints, which as a new observer was quite confusing.  Some bids will not succeed year 2007/08, and there was some debate what happens to them in 2008/09.  The budget available is £270,000.  The bids had been broken down by officer’s scoring criteria into three groups.

Group 1 = 14 bids, scoring 18 to 14 points, and of these two were queried.

Group 2 = 39 bids, scoring 13 to 10 points, much closer

Group 3 = 37 bids scoring 9 to 2 points and not to be considered that night.

We were divided into areas, North, West, and East and South together (fewest bids), where we were to vote on bids using five adhesive coloured spots, and councils were not to vote for themselves.  This was done within half an hour, results for all areas were read out.  This has to be discussed by the officers before the next meeting, possibly in October, when there will be a new Chairman and Vice Chairman.

Barbara J Strong.
Abbey Community Association Meeting 19th September

There was an update on the situation for grant applications for upgrading of the hall.  The next hurdle is District Council’s November meeting.  Meanwhile more details are being worked out with costings.  The meeting benefited from District Councillor Richardson’s attendance, who, together with Councillor Seib using their grant allowances, the front entrance doors will be replaced with safety security doors to the standard required by Fire Officer’s inspection.

Some time was spent discussing the payment of bookings by the regular users, and possible fund raising events.  The latest vandalism is youngsters getting on the roof and damaging the tiles!  

The next meeting is 14th November

Barbara J Strong.  

SALC AGM and Joint Areas Meeting – 29th September 2007 at Barrington Village Hall

Attended by the Clerk, Robin Wilding and myself.  This meeting started at 11a.m. going through to 4 p.m. with an hour break for a hot lunch.  There was a very large attendance.

A workshop discussion took up much of the morning session when parishes aired their grievances and ways to improve the partnership working between parishes, district and county councils.  I noted over 40 points raised, mostly covering planning at both district and county levels.  Afterwards Peter Lacey summarised and invited district representatives to respond.  First, was the Chief Executive of Sedgemoor, who described changes that may be necessary due to spending reduction.  Tim Carroll, Leader of South Somerset District Council, responded by saying the area system had worked well over the last 15 years, but admitted planning could be better and warned of the effect of the future spatial strategy.

The last part of the morning was the AGM business, electing offices, representatives report of the year’s work and the accounts.

The afternoon session began with a speaker explaining the work of the voluntary charity, Somerset Rural Youth Project working with young people in parishes and towns, with ages ranging from 13-19 years.  One of the objectives is to encourage young people to be involved in local matters and the necessary education.

After this we reverted back to the Agenda.  Peter Lacey gave us a progress report on the Local Government & Public Involvement Health Bill now going through Parliament.  He though where parishes were concerned it would go through being effective in 2008.  It is possible the required qualifications to apply for Quality Parish Status may be amended from 80% to 67% of councillors being sought by election.  The review of the Code of Conduct may mean more complaints will be filtered locally by District Council.  Paragraph 12(2) (which we agreed to insert) is causing problems with predetermination and bias.  There is a new Standards Board publication “occasional paper” covering this as public questioning through a parish council meeting can delay the progress through the agenda.

Under “Open Forum” Spaxton Parish Council  described the complications they were suffering from a developer’s pre-application consultation regarding a contentious proposal, public meeting and the complications that arose from this.  Chard complained of the Planning White Paper being “steam rollered through”.  Draycott complained abut infilling housing, especially with town-type houses in rural areas.
Notice was given that NALC fee increase being 3% and similar could be expected in SALC.

County Council are holding a series of consultations on Waste Plan policy, the nearest to us is at Ash on 16th  November.  There are more training sessions for different grades of Clerks.

A letter from Mr. Heathcoat-Amery MP re e-mailing notice of parish council meetings – incorrect procedure.

Next meeting for SALC South Area 10th December 2007.

Barbara J Strong.

Birchfield Community Association meeting Wednesday 26th September 2007

Representing Yeovil Without Parish Council Margaret Kendall, Geoff Bugler

The Meeting opened by the Chairman Stan at 8.20 p.m, who welcomed all those present.

Matters arising from last meeting.

1. A problem with rain water collecting outside the main entrance.  It was suggested J.F.Y. Construction be contacted, to advise on possible remedy, subject to survey, still awaiting response from J.F.Y., secretary chasing up for action.

2. Financial report circulated to all committee members

3. Bar Licence The initial £30 charge is proving a real problem, the Secretary has written to Naz the (proprietor) of the Bakers arms requesting this up front charge be removed as it is having a detrimental effect on bookings, also the promised £15 plus 10% of takings after expenses per booking commission to paid to the centre has not been forthcoming, response awaited.

4. Waste Bins.  The waste bins have been removed, it has been suggested that the vacant space may be able to be used for a container to benefit user groups with equipment storage, a long discussion ensued reference the benefits verses costs etc., it was decided to write to all user groups with details of costs, the committee was of the view a more permanent extension of the building to accommodate storage would be more beneficial to the club/users rather than a portable unit that could be subject to vandalism outside the premises.

5. Smoking two tables and umbrellas have been provided originally for smokers there is some conjecture of views as to if this is conforming with the current legislation.

6. Kitchen cooker hood requires final fitting this is planned for Saturday 13th October obviously between bookings.

Any other business

Increase rates of hire to user groups, letters to be sent out advising of the proposal, the increases are being kept as low as possible in line with view of it being a community centre also to ensure the future viability.

Bowls Mat It was proposed and agreed the purchase of a replacement short bowls mat for the club.

Bingo A proposal was made to recommence the weekly bingo that was curtailed due to the ill health of the organiser, the only realistic vacant slot the hall is not being used is Sunday nights, this proposal to be investigated with further discussions at the next meeting.

Date of next meeting is Wednesday 21st November 2007.

Geoff Bugler

Tree Wardens Meeting 17th October at Brympton Way

Mrs. Botham and Mrs. Kendall to attend.

Mr. Hill reported that the grant application to SSDC for the changing rooms at Johnson Park is to be discussed at the Area South Meeting on 3rd October 2007.  The Chairman, Mrs. Strong, will be attending the Meeting as usual.
81.
CONFIDENTIAL MATTERS:

That in view of the confidential nature of the business about to be transacted, it is advisable in the public interest that the public be temporarily excluded and they are instructed to withdraw.

(a)
REVISIONS AND UPDATING OF NATIONAL AGREEMENT FOR CLERKS MODEL CONTRACT OF EMPLOYMENT. 

The revised and previously agreed Clerks Contract signed by the Chairman and Clerk.

Grievance Panel and Appeal Panel Members selected at follows:  Grievance Panel Vice Chairman, Mr. Snell and Mr. Bugler, Appeal Panel Mr. Wilding, Mrs. Kendall and Mrs. Bugler.
82.
LIST OF ITEMS DISTRIBUTED AND AVAILABLE SINCE LAST MEETING:

Clerks & Councils Direct September 2007; Local Councils Update September 2007; Thatch The Rural Community Magazine for Somerset Autumn 2007; Tree Talk September 2007.  Noted.
83.
URGENT BUSINESS ARISING AFTER THE PREPARATION OF THIS AGENDA, WHICH THE CHAIRMAN AGREES TO TAKE AS URGENT.  SUCH MATTERS WILL BE FOR NOTING OR DEFERRAL TO A FUTURE MEETING ONLY.
None

84.
NEXT MEETING: 

PLEASE NOTE THE NEXT MEETING IS AT 7.30 P.M. ON TUESDAY 30th OCTOBER IN THE REFECTORY BLOCK, BUCKLERS MEAD COMMUNITY SCHOOL, ST. JOHNS ROAD, YEOVIL. FURTHER MONTLY MEETINGS ARE ON 20TH NOVEMBER, 11TH DECEMBER 2007 AND 22ND JANUARY 2008.
Mrs. Botham as an ex Governor to attend celebrations of the 50th Anniversary of Bucklers Mead School.

Meeting closed at 9.15p.m.
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